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I can now see why the 
Ford Motor Company is 
doing away with four door 
sedans. The Mrs. and I 
took a weekend trip thru 
the central part of the 
state going thru towns 
like Belle Glade, Pahokee, 
Okeechobee and Sebring. 
For fun we decided to count 
four door sedans and we 
were surprised at how few 
of them we counted.

Halfway thru the trip 
we decided to count SUV’s 
versus pickup trucks and 
we were surprised at how 
close the count was. I have 
noticed at our shop that 
over the last few years the 
SUV count has gone up 
considerably.

Think about it a SUV 
is a four door sedan with 
greater storage space es-
pecially when you can fold 

the rear seats down as you 
can in most of them. It 
also has a higher center of 
gravity which helps with 
stability, ground clearance 
and getting in and out of 
a car versus an SUV. And 
obviously it is easier to put 
groceries in the back deck 
of an SUV versus bending 
down into the trunk of a 
sedan.

One of the reasons we 
recently purchased a Honda 
CRV was because even 
though we loved our BMW 
sedan it was getting harder 
to get in and out of it be-
cause of the conditions of 
both of our backs and how 
low that car was which 
made it handle real well 
with that low to the ground 
chassis.

As always be well, take 
care and check that air.

South Grade Teacher Alyssa Maddox 
Finalist for Teacher of the Year

The School District of 
Palm Beach County has 
named the four finalists for 
this year’s District Teacher 
of the Year, and Alyssa 
Maddox from South Grade 
Elementary is one of the 
dedicated nominees.

Maddox teaches fourth-
grade reading, writing, 
math, science, and social 
studies in an inclusion 
classroom made up of stu-
dents in ESE and English 
Language Learners (ELL). 
She’s able to create differ-
entiated instruction using 
visual supports, student 
collaboration, and scaf-
folding instruction while 
also developing test-taking 
strategies that have helped 

100 percent of her students 
make gains on the Florida 
State Assessment.

Maddox is an AVID site 
team member, lead Tech-
nology Trailblazer, and 
yearbook coordinator who 
also spearheads holiday 
gift drives and even deliv-
ered supplies to students’ 
homes after schools closed 
in March 2020.

“I am inspired by stu-
dents who begin fourth 
grade below grade level 
but end the year proud 
of their proficient test 
scores,” Maddox said. “I 
am inspired by students 
who come to America not 
speaking English, but 
with determination, they 

end the year reading and 
writing sentences. I am 
inspired by students who 
love learning so much 
they read to their little 
siblings, even though 
they were not read to as a 
young child. I am inspired 
by students who overcome 
trauma to lead a resilient 
life.” And her list of inspi-
ration continues in her 
application.

One of Maddox’s stu-
dents wrote a recommen-
dation for her application 
that stated: “To everybody, 
she is just our teacher, but 
to me, she is like a mother 
who is just teaching me a 
lot of things...it would even 
be a miracle if Ms. Maddox 

became president. Just 
imagine.”

The four finalists in 
each category were selected 
from a pool of nominees 
from schools throughout 
the District. Those worthy 
nominees were whittled 
down to a finalist for each 
region. The other nominees 
are:

• Ariana Murphy – Belle 
Glade Elementary, Glades 
Region.

• Zuleika Acevedo Ayala 
– Hidden Oaks K-8, South 
Region.

• Toshimi Abe-Janiga – 
Riviera Beach Preparatory 
Academy, North Region.

Congratulations to all 
the nominees!

Schools Receive Help Through 
Virtual Fundraising 

Over the past few 
months, Power of Pur-
pose (PoP) has helped 
some School District of 
Palm Beach County schools 
raise more than $150,000 
in much-needed funds, 
through its 100 percent 
Virtual STEAM Engine 
Fundraising program.

The organization’s on-
line donation platform 
allows friends and fam-
ily to support students 
by helping schools obtain 
valuable resources that 
benefit Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, Arts, 

Math (STEAM) programs.
PoP completes 95 per-

cent of the work and schools 
get to enjoy 100 percent 
of the fun. STEAM En-
gine bills itself as igniting 
the power of students’ 
imaginations and helping 
them build a better future. 
Features of the program 
include:

• $2,000 upfront dona-
tion directly to the school.

• Online, donation-
based fundraising.

• Effort-based prize 
structure (kids earn prizes 
regardless of the amount of 

money raised).
• Program can be cus-

tomized to a school’s par-
ticular needs.

• Minimal class time 
interruption.

PoP’s virtual fundrais-
ing programs are raising 
$1,000 – $5,000 for District 
schools, with fundraising 
amounts continuing to 
increase.

“The company’s goal is 
to bring $1 million of fund-
ing to Palm Beach County 
schools over the next year,” 
said Ben Kaplan, PoP’s 
CEO and Founder.

PoP has successfully 
partnered with several 
elementary schools in the 
District (Gove, Hope-Cen-
tennial, Pioneer Park, 
Sunrise Park, and Waters 
Edge), as well as Carver 
Middle and Congress Mid-
dle, generating impressive 
results along the way.

“My effort was so mini-

mal and my outcome was 
so huge,” said Julie Walker, 
the principal at Waters 
Edge Elementary School. 
“In this day and age, our 
community wanted to show 
their thanks to our teach-
ers, and this was the easiest 
way that they could do it.”

The organization is es-
tablishing partnerships 
with more schools this 
spring, including Jerry 
Thomas Elementary, K.E. 
Cunningham/Canal Point 
Elementary, Indian Pines 
Elementary, S.D. Spady 
Elementary, Christa McAu-
liffe Middle, and more.

For additional infor-
mation on the program, 
interested individuals can 
contact Chelsea Fredrick-
son, PoP Ambassador of 
Awesomeness, at chelsea.
fredrickson@pop4kids.
com or 216-217-2912. 

Curriculum to Prevent HIV/AIDS in Spotlighgt
The School District of 

Palm Beach County is re-
ceiving recognition for em-
powering and supporting 
student health through a 
comprehensive HIV/AIDS 
prevention curriculum.

Monarch Health Ser-
vices, in partnership with 
Triple H Ministries, hon-
ored the District with an 
Advocacy award during a 
virtual ceremony for the 
2021 Evening of Mirth: 
Rewrite The Stars Gala 
on February 7, 2021, to 
recognize National Black 
HIV/AIDS Awareness 
Day.

“We take our diversity 
and equity work seriously 
and this award affirms our 
efforts and encourages us 
to continue to produce 
and teach age-appropri-
ate, medically-accurate, 
culturally-affirming HIV 
prevention education for 
all youth in Palm Beach 
County,” said Pete Stew-
art, health education 
specialist in the District’s 

Department of Teaching 
and Learning.

The District has been 
teaching HIV prevention 
since the early 1990s. The 
goal of the curriculum is to 
reduce HIV stigma as well 
as to promote prevention, 
testing, and treatment to 
lead to healthier choices 
to eventually end the HIV 
epidemic.

“HIV prevention edu-
cation is so important be-
cause HIV is preventable,” 
Stewart said. “Each year 
in the United States, we 
have over 50,000 new in-
fections, a disproportion-
ate number of which affect 
people of color. We were so 
honored to be recognized 
for this award because of 
the fantastic efforts that 
all of our science teachers 
put into teaching the cur-
riculum every year. Our 
program, which is funded 
by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC), offers potentially 
life-saving information to 

students about the impor-
tance of prevention and 
risk avoidance activities.”

The theme for this 
year’s Black HIV/AIDS 
Awareness Day is “We’re 
All In This Together.” 
“We’re ALL In” is also 
the name of the District’s 
sexual health education 
initiative, which is funded 
through a CDC grant.

“Even in this time of 
COVID-19, where our 
teachers are performing 

both in-person and dis-
tance learning, we all have 
a role to play in addressing 
social injustices, includ-
ing health inequities,” 
Stewart said. “We thank 
the School Board for all 
of their support, the CDC 
that funds this project, 
and most importantly, all 
of our fantastic science 
teachers who teach this 
curriculum each year. We 
couldn’t reach all of these 
students without them.” 
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Car Clinic
Auto Services & Tires
7001 Norton Ave
West Palm Beach, FL 33405
561-547-4700

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am - 5:30pm, Saturday 8:00 - 12:30pm
All credit cards accepted • Appointments are suggested

AAA Approved
Repair Facility Approved

Auto Repair

SUV, Pick-up, Dualie Truck Specialists

Car Clinic sells over 2,000 NEW  tires a year, why? because of 
great prices, call them and compare before you buy, you are 

$ure to $ave, $ave, $ave $ome money

Take home 
service available

Courtesy Headlight cleaning 
service with any purchase

(must mention this ad).

LW Students Finalists 
for Philanthropy Tank  

LAKE WORTH - Philanthropy Tank has announced 
the finalists for its 2021 program. The nonprofit focuses 
on empowering and inspiring the next generation of 
CHANGEmakers by challenging and equipping them to 
implement sustainable service-driven solutions to prob-
lems affecting communities.

The charity received hundreds of applications from 
students between 8-12 grade from across Palm Beach 
County. The application requires students to submit a 
philanthropic idea that directly addresses issues in Palm 
Beach County. The students  projects will be presented to 
a group of Philanthropist Mentors who can award each 
project up to $15,000 in funding to launch and implement 
their program. The students will also receive guidance 
and support from these local leaders, philanthropists, 
and entrepreneurs.

Three Lake Worth teens join 15 other Finalists with 
their projects:

Fridges for Life: Yasmin Lopez (11th grade, Lake 
Worth) from Lake Worth High School - Fridges for Life 
is a program that aims to encourage local produce stores, 
restaurants, farmers and community members to donate 
the excess food they do not use to store in one of many 
community fridges installed across Palm Beach County.

StudentBodyHealth: Alexis Bardy (11th grade, Lake 
Worth) from G-Star School of The Arts - StudentBody-
Health is a program that aims to boost mental morale 
and positive health practices for today’s youth during 
the COVID-19 quarantine by teaching yoga and healthy 
eating habits.

Boundless BioTech: Tawfiq Rawnak (12th grade, Lake 
Worth), Akash Muthu (12th grade, Palm Beach Gardens), 
Jainil Chokshi, (11th grade, Jupiter), Manan Mahani 
(12th grade, West Palm Beach) from Suncoast Commu-
nity High School - Boundless BioTech is a program that 
aims to teach free college-level Biomedical Engineering 
(BME) curriculum (coding, lectures, and field training) 
to low-income students in Palm Beach County.

The rest of the Finalists and their projects include:
DigitalEdge: Sarik Shah (11th grade, Delray Beach) 

and Ashwin Parthasarathy (11th grade, Boynton Beach) 
of American Heritage High School Boca/Delray.

OrangeMath Tutoring: Eric Mackey (12th grade, Wel-
lington), Pierre Louis (12th grade, Boca Raton), Sophie 
Louis (9th grade, Boca Raton), Adin Groper (12th grade, 
Coral Springs), Spanish River Community High School 
and American Heritage High School.

STEMINIST Club: Talya Givoni (11th grade, Boca 
Raton), Spanish River Community High School. 

BEtter YOUth: Gabrielle Williams (12th grade, Palm 
Beach Gardens) and Olivia Gayle (11thgrade, West Palm 
Beach) from Palm Beach Gardens High School. 

The Finalists will make their presentations virtually 
in an event that will be posted on Philanthropy Tank’s 
website as well as its Facebook, YouTube, and LinkedIn 
pages on March 30.




