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Phelps speaks to Rotary

From page 1A

Phelpssaystheteam
has already made a lot
of gains since his arriv-
al in March, strength
gains, speed gains,
and he says grades are
looking better, too.

“Wearestudentath-
letes, not just football
players. The grades
have improved and we
will continue working
on that.”

Phelps says he’s
beensurroundinghim-
self with good quality
people and coaches.

“IThavehired Hunter
Jackson, Seth Jones,
Israel Slinker and
Kyle Milby as assis-
tant coaches,” Phelps
said.

“That’s one of the
first things I needed
to do— surround my-
self with good people,
good coaches. I know
how important it was
in Ashland to have a
good quality staff.”

Coach Phelps says
the word TEAM is the
acronym his players
will follow and be.

“T: We are going to
be Tough and we’re
gonna use Tempo.

E: We are gonna
be Efficient and give
great Effort.

A: We are gonna be
Accountable to each
other and Adapt to our
surroundings.

M: We are gonna
be Multiple and Moti-
vated.”

“Those things make
great people, not just
great football play-
ers,” he added.

Coachsaidsofar,the
Dragons have had 24
workouts. The average
amount of poundage
lifted has increased by
30 pounds a player, in
a little over a month.

He went on to de-
scribe off season com-
petition, 6 a.m. train-
ingsessionavailability
and Fun Wednesdays—
competition, tug-of-
war—— something fun
for the players.

Phelps also touched
on the rewearing of
former uniforms, leav-
ing funds for needed
equipment and sup-
plies.

“I’d rather play a
certain way than look
a certain way,” he said.

Coach Phelps has
intentions of getting
lifting boards in the
weightroom, so ath-
letes can gauge their
progress and use it
as motivation, along
with other incentives
for being strong and/
or fast.

The team is working
on fundraisers includ-
ing a bass fishing tour-
nament on May 29 at
Green River Lake (see
page 10A).

A golf scramble will
be held June 12 (see
page 10A).

“I'm hoping in July
or August, we can get a
Legacy Dinner togeth-
er to bring in the old-
time greats— people
that have been in the
program, and have a
nice dinner, silent auc-
tion, something like
that,” the coach said.

Phelps spoke on
an upcoming football
camp that will be held
at the school for sever-
al continuous days to
strengthen the broth-
erhood of the team. He
mentioned any sup-
port and donations
for this event would
be appreciated.

Highlighting the
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GCHS Principal Ben Davenport told Rotary mem-
bers Phelps brings ample opportunity to students.

youth, the coach has
high hopes for the
youth football pro-
gram.

“Little League is
pivotal moving for-
ward; the little league
is the backbone of any
program, no matter
where you’re at,” he
said.

Little League was
cancelled in 2020 due
to Covid. Phelpshopes
to build that program
up even more than be-
fore.

Reverting back to
his current goals, he
is looking forward to
the upcoming season.

“We are hoping for
Midnight Madness,
the very first day we
can go full pads and
hit each other,” Phelps,
“I think it’s August 1,
Saturday night and
Sunday at midnight.”

Currently, 28 play-
ers are coming regu-
larly to off-season
workouts. There are
between 10-12 in
track/baseball, but
Phelps thinks they
will have 40 players,
give or take.

The schedule will
boast five home games
and five away games,
including the opening
game against Nelson
County at Dragon Sta-
dium.

“The first week we
can play is our bye
week,” Coach said. “I
look at it as we have
an extra week to pre-
pare; we get an extra
week of film that other
teams won’t get on us.”

The football boost-
ers are great and
steady support.

“Shelley Bishop, Ka-
rie Milby, Angie Scott,
all of them... they’ve
done great,” he said.
“We have been selling
old jerseys; if anyone
wants to buy an old
jersey, let me know.”

Last, but certain-
ly not least, Phelps
touched on the engi-
neering classes he will
be teaching atthe Area
Technology Center.

This will be Phelps’
7th year of teaching.
He has a math de-
gree, along with certi-
fications to teach engi-
neering

A pathway of four
classes will be offered
for students at the
ATC, including a Ba-
sics of Engineering
class. The introduc-
tory class will consist
of civil and mechani-
cal engineering. The
class will also utilize
CAD programming—
designing, drawing,
3D printing, etc.

Principles of En-
gineering, a more
in-depth course, will
focus on everything
from statics and dy-
namics and more.

The third class will
likely be a robotics
class, Phelps said,
with the fourth class
possibly being a co-op
or a capstone.

Principal Ben Dav-
enport is looking for-
ward to the opportuni-
ties Phelps will bring
to the students.

“If you are in au-
tomotive classes and
you fulfill that path-
way, then jump over to
Coach Phelps’ classes
and take engineering,
you’re all of a sudden
an automotive engi-
neer,” Davenport said.
“Everybody knows
when you start tack-
ing things on, money
goes up.”

“It’s going to be a
huge opportunity for
our students in Green
County.”

Phelps seems con-
fident in his abilities,
both in education and
football.

“I’'m ready to set
my roots in,” Phelps
said. “I don’t want
to go anywhere that
doesn’t have high ex-
pectations, so I have
high expectations for
me, high expectations
forthekids,and I want
youtohavehighexpec-
tations for us. If you're
okay with uslosing, we
arenot ever going to be
successful.”

Rotary Club mem-
bers shared his sen-
timents across the
board:

“Go Dragons,” a
Rotary member said,
“And beat Campbells-
ville.”
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Katlyn Milby makes the throw from shortstop to throw out the runner at
firstbase. Green County scored six runs in the bottom of the sixth inning to
take the 8-2 victory over Metcalfe County. Story unavailable at presstime.
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Allie Burris was the starting pitcher for the Lady Dragons in their 8-2 over
visiting Metcalfe County last week.

REMEMBER
TO PAY
CEMETERY
DUES

Donate
annually to the

maintenance fund.

A well-
maintained
cemetery is a
reflection of
local pride.

-

You may contact a
local funeral home
for details.
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