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Dr. Pat Cowherd 

wears many hats, ac-
cording to Campbells-
v i l le  Mayor  Diane 
Ford-Benningf ie ld .

“She is not only an 
amazing, God-fearing 
woman, she’s also a 
boss, a mom, a mam-
mie and truly a gift of 
God to everyone,” Ford-
Benningf ie ld  said . 
“I’m sure all of us here 
can attest to her amaz-
ing love of the com-
munity and students 
and fellow coworkers.”

Ford-Benningfield, 
in a ceremony Nov. 
13 at the Alumni & 
Friends Park at Noe 
P l a z a ,  p r e s e n t e d 
Cowherd, dean of the 
School of Business, 
Economics and Tech-
nology and professor 
of business at Camp-
bellsville University, 
with a proclamation 
declaring Nov. 13 as 
Pat Cowherd Day in 
the City of Campbells-
ville during the third 
annual Patricia H. 
Cowherd Scholarship 
Fund Ministry Walk.

Cowherd has served 
as the dean of the 
School of Business, 
Economics and Tech-
nology, and professor 
of business since 2001. 
Cowherd began her ca-
reer at Campbellsville 
University as regis-
trar, serving in the 
role from 1977 to 1983. 
Cowherd has taught at 
Campbellsville Uni-
versity since 1986.

She received her 
Bachelor of Science 
from Campbellsville 
College in 1977 and 
received her Master of 
Arts in Education from 
Western Kentucky 
University in 1980.

She earned her Doc-
tor of Philosophy at 
Nova Southeastern 
University in 2000. Her 
dissertation was titled, 
“A Study to Determine 
Technological Skills 
and  Competenc ies 
Needed for Office Em-
ployment as Reported 
by Selected Employ-
ers in the South Cen-
tral Kentucky Lake 
Cumberland Area De-
velopment District.”

Ford-Benningfield 
said Cowherd is proof 
that hard work can 
lead to great success.

“She’s a great ex-
ample of climbing the 
ladder in the educa-
tional system,” Ford-
Benningf ie ld  said .

Dr. Wes Auberry, 
assistant professor 
of business, said the 
scholarship is focused 
on helping students.

“It’s a tribute and 
legacy scholarship for 
Dr. Pat Cowherd ... 
but it’s also to honor 
each one of you,” Au-
berry  said . “We’re 
here to help you. We 
care about your suc-

cess, as I always tell 
you in all my classes. 
That involves help-
ing you financially.”

Auberry said just un-
der $10,000 has been 
raised since Sept. 1 to-
ward the scholarship.

“That ’s  phenom-
enal,” he said. “We 
couldn’t be happier.”

Dr. Frank Cheath-
am, who retired as se-
nior vice president for 
academic affairs and 
professor of math and 
computer science in 
2014, said Cowherd’s 
list of accomplishments 
is long.

“It takes you an hour 
to read all of her accom-
plishments,” Cheatham 
said. “There’s no way 
I could say anything 
that would truly repre-
sent what she’s meant 
to Campbellsville Uni-
versity.”

Cheatham also de-
scribed Cowherd, re-
cipient of the 2004 
Tenured Faculty Award 
at Campbellsville Uni-
versity, as a problem 
solver.

“Pat would say, ‘I’ve 
got this problem,’ and 
I’d say, ‘What should 
you do about it?’ and 
she’d do it,” Cheatham 
said. “I didn’t have to 
worry about it. I never 
heard about it again. 
She took care of those 
problems.”

Cowherd said she is 
glad to see the scholar-
ship benefit students.

“It’s not often you get 
a scholarship named 
for you when you’re 

still alive,” she said. 
“Usually, you have to 
die for this honor. But, 
I am so glad I am going 
to be alive to see some of 
you get the money from 
the scholarship to help 
fund your education. I 
hope you will continue 
to get these funds for 
many years to come.”

Approximately 100 
students participated 
in the walk.

Chrys Hines, associ-

ate professor of busi-
ness and computer 
information systems, 
said Cowherd is a “great 
Christian woman.”

“She prays over all 
decisions and does 
what she feels the 
Lord would have her 
do,” Hines said.

According to Hines, 
Cowherd is a great ex-
ample of a boss and is 
committed to Camp-
bellsville University.

“She is always fair, 
l istens to all  sides 
of the issue before 
making a  decis ion 
and is very profes-
sional,” Hines said.

“She has a great 
love for Campbells-
ville University, and 
it shows in her dedi-
cation to  both the 
university and the 
students. She never 
hesitates to go the 
extra mile for them. 

Personally, I  could 
not ask for a better 
mentor and friend.”

Cowherd and her 
husband, James Mor-
ris, live in Greensburg. 
They have two chil-
dren: Russ Cowherd 
and Brooke Dickinson, 
assistant professor of 
business at Camp-
bellsville University; 
and five grandchil-
dren: Addy, Brady, Ava, 
Blakely and Jalen.

Nov. 13 declared ‘Pat Cowherd Day’ in Campbellsville

Dr. Pat Cowherd, left, receives flowers at the ceremony and speaks with 
Dr. Frank Cheatham, former senior vice president for academic affairs and 
professor of math and computer science, and Dr. Donna Hedgepath, provost 
and vice president for academic affairs. Both Cheatham and Hedgepath have 
served as her vice presidents over the years. 

Photos courtesy of Gerard Flanagan Campbellsville Mayor Diane Ford-Benningfield, 
left, presents Dr. Pat Cowherd, dean of the School 
of Business, Economics and Technology and pro-
fessor of business, with a proclamation declaring 
Nov. 13 as Pat Cowherd Day in the City of Camp-
bellsville. 

Approximately 100 students attended the third annual Patricia H. Cowherd Scholarship Fund Ministry Walk.
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