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Crossword Puzzle

Mississippi county: 
Beaver dams could 
cause roadway flooding

Associated Press
Officials in part of the 

Mississippi Delta say bea-
ver dams in creeks and other 
bodies of water could lead 
to flooding on roadways 
during the rainy winter sea-
son.

Leflore County road man-
ager Jerry Smith said it’s 
important to break up dams 
“because if you leave some 
there and we get a lot of 
rain, we are going to get a 
lot of flooding.”

The Greenwood Common-
wealth reported that Leflore 
supervisors voted in August 
to take part in the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s 
Beaver Control Program. 

But, Chancery Clerk Johnny 
Gary Jr., who is also coun-
ty administrator, said last 
week that communication 
had fallen apart between the 
county and the USDA.

The price for the Leflore 
County to participate is 
$7,500 a year.

“At this point, we really 
need to take some kind of 
action because this is go-
ing to be a hindrance to Mr. 
Smith and the entire unit 
if they are going out and 
breaking up dams,” Super-
visor Reginald Moore said. 
“So let’s see if we can wave 
a red flag to the USDA and 
say, ‘Hey, this is an emer-
gency situation.’”

the Wicker report
By: United States Senator Roger Wicker

Wicker backs 
COVID-19 relief package

The week of December 
27, President Trump signed 
a new COVID-19 relief bill 
paired with legislation to 
fund the government through 
the end of fiscal year 2021. 
The measure passed Con-
gress with huge majorities 
after congressional leaders 
worked closely with Presi-
dent Trump’s senior leader-
ship team to craft the final 
agreement. Days later, Presi-
dent Trump signed the bill 
into law. Although it does 
not contain every priority 
the President or I wanted, 
this measure will provide a 
much-needed boost to fami-
lies, workers, and businesses 
weathering the effects of this 
pandemic. 

Direct Relief 
for Americans 

Earlier in 2020, Congress 
passed the largest relief 
package in U.S. history to 
meet the urgent needs aris-
ing from the coronavirus 
pandemic. Although many 
have regained employment, 
millions still remain out 
of work, and eight million 
Americans have fallen into 
poverty. The food, entertain-
ment, and travel industries 
are particularly hard-hit by 
ongoing health restrictions. 
It is clear that Americans 
need a fresh round of assis-
tance. 

The new aid package pro-
vides direct payments of 
$600 for every adult mak-
ing up to $75,000, plus $600 
for each child. It expands 
weekly unemployment ben-
efits by $300 for 10 weeks, a 
short-term lift that will help 
unemployed Americans un-
til they can find work again. 
It also adds $285 billion to 
reopen the Paycheck Protec-
tion Program, allowing more 
small businesses to receive 
forgivable loans to keep em-
ployees on the payroll. The 
bill encourages employers 
to provide paid sick leave 
by offering a tax credit. And 
it provides new support for 
agriculture and the transpor-
tation sector, which are suf-
fering severe losses. 

This legislation will also 
boost our nation’s effort to 
defeat the coronavirus. The 
bill directs billions to support 
the distribution of vaccines, 
which are already reaching 
at-risk individuals and front-
line workers. It designates 
$22 billion for COVID-19 
testing and tracing efforts. 
And it sends more than $90 
billion to schools, universi-
ties, and daycares to help 
cover expenses necessary 
for safe reopening. I helped 
secure additional funding to 
support telehealth, enabling 
more people to receive care 

from home during the pan-
demic. 

Landmark Bills Will 
Benefit Mississippi

The government fund-
ing package included ad-
ditional measures that will 
benefit Mississippi. I helped 
guarantee support for new 
broadband data maps, which 
will lead to more broad-
band development in un-
served areas. Congress also 
approved millions to help 
deploy broadband in rural 
communities, which I have 

Congress approves new aid 
and several Wicker-led bills

long supported. In addition, 
I worked to secure funding 
to help American companies 
remove and replace Chinese 
equipment from their tele-
communications networks, 
which could be used to spy 
on Americans. 

Lawmakers passed anoth-
er major priority in the Wa-
ter Resources Development 
Act. This bill could lead to 
more investment in Missis-
sippi seaports, like the Port 
of Gulfport and the Port of 
Pascagoula, and harbors in 
Biloxi, Port Bienville, and 
Bay St. Louis. It will boost 
funding availability for envi-
ronmental projects in DeSo-
to and Jackson Counties, 
and create feasibility studies 
for projects in Jackson, Han-
cock, and Jones Counties. I 
wrote a provision requiring 
a study on the impacts of 
flooding that overwhelmed 

the Bonnet Carré Spillway 
in 2019. I hope this study 
will lead to new projects that 
will reduce flooding along 
the Lower Mississippi River. 

Congress also approved 
several bills I have been 
working to pass since 2019. 
One of those is the PIPES 
Act, which will improve the 
safety of pipelines that de-
liver energy to our commu-
nities. Congress also passed 
my legislation overhauling 
the certification process for 
commercial aircraft after my 
committee’s investigation 
revealed troubling oversight 
failures. This legislation 
will correct those regula-
tory lapses and improve the 
safety of our aviation sys-
tem. Taken as a whole, this 
year-end legislation will ad-
vance America’s economic 
and security interests as we 
enter 2021.


