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GOP largely votes against
holding Trump impeachment trial

Associated Press

Senate Republicans voted
overwhelmingly  Tuesday
against moving forward with
Donald Trump’s historic
second impeachment trial,
making clear a conviction
of the former president for
“incitement of insurrection”
is unlikely.

In a 55-45 procedural vote,
the Senate set aside an ob-
jection from Kentucky Sen.
Rand Paul that would have
declared the impeachment
proceedings unconstitution-
al. That means the trial on
Trump’s impeachment, the
first ever of a former presi-
dent, will begin as sched-
uled the week of Feb. 8.
The House impeached him
two weeks ago for inciting
deadly riots in the Capitol on
Jan. 6 when he told his sup-
porters to “fight like hell” to
overturn his election defeat.

Yet the support of 45 Re-
publicans  for declaring
the trial invalid indicates
that there are long odds for
Trump’s conviction, which
would require the support
of all Democrats and 17 Re-
publicans, or two-thirds of
the Senate. While most Re-
publicans criticized Trump
shortly after the attack,
many of them have rushed
to defend him in the trial,
showing the former presi-
dent’s enduring sway over
the GOP.

“If more than 34 Repub-
licans vote against the con-
stitutionality of the proceed-
ing, the whole thing’s dead
on arrival,” Paul said shortly
before the vote.” Paul said
Democrats “probably should
rest their case and present no
case at all.”

The senators took oaths

Tuesday to ensure “impartial
justice” as jurors in the trial,
proceedings that will test
Republican loyalty to the
former president for the first
time after the deadly siege at
the U.S. Capitol.

Many Republican senators,
including Paul, have chal-
lenged the legitimacy of the
trial and questioned whether
Trump’s repeated demands
to overturn Joe Biden’s elec-
tion really constitute “incite-
ment of insurrection.”

So what seemed for some
Democrats like an open-and-
shut case that played out for
the world on live television
is running into a Republican
Party that feels very differ-
ent. Not only are there legal
concerns, but senators are
wary of crossing the former
president and his legions of
followers. Security remains
tight at the Capitol.

On Monday, the nine
House Democrats prosecut-
ing the case against Trump
carried the sole impeach-
ment charge of “incitement
of insurrection” across the
Capitol in a solemn and
ceremonial march along the
same halls the rioters ran-
sacked three weeks ago.

The lead House prosecutor,
Rep. Jamie Raskin of Mary-
land, stood before the Senate
to describe the violent events
of Jan. 6 — five people died
— and read the House reso-
lution charging “high crimes
and misdemeanors.”

Republicans  came
Trump’s legal defense.

Sen. John Cornyn, R-Tex-
as, asked if Congress starts
holding impeachment trials
of former officials, what’s
next: “Could we go back and
try President Obama?”
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Besides, he suggested,
Trump has already been held
to account. “One way in our
system you get punished is
losing an election.”

For Democrats the tone,
tenor and length of the trial
so early in Biden’s presiden-
cy poses its own challenge,
forcing them to strike a bal-
ance between their vow to
hold Trump accountable and
their eagerness to deliver on
the new administration’s pri-
orities following their sweep
of control of the House, Sen-
ate and White House.

Chief Justice John Roberts
is not presiding at the trial,
as he did during Trump’s
first impeachment, poten-
tially affecting the gravitas
of the proceedings. The shift
is said to be in keeping with
protocol because Trump is
no longer in office.

Instead, Sen. Patrick Lea-
hy, D- Vt., who serves in the
largely ceremonial role of
Senate president pro tempo-
re, was sworn in on Tuesday.

Leaders in both parties
agreed to a short delay in the
proceedings, which serves
their political and practical
interests, even as National
Guard troops remain at the
Capitol because of security
threats to lawmakers ahead
of the trial.

The start date gives
Trump’s new legal team time
to prepare its case, while
also providing more than a
month’s distance from the
passions of the bloody riot.
For the Democratic-led Sen-
ate, the intervening weeks
provide prime time to con-
firm some of Biden’s key
Cabinet nominees.

As Republicans said the
trial is not legitimate, Dem-
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ocrats rejected that argu-
ment, pointing to an 1876
impeachment of a secretary
of war who had already re-
signed and to opinions by
many legal scholars.

Democrats also say that a
reckoning of the first inva-
sion of the Capitol since the
War of 1812, perpetrated by
rioters egged on by a presi-
dent as Electoral College
votes were being tallied, is
necessary.

Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer said failing
to conduct the trial would
amount to a ‘“get-out-jail-
free card” for others accused
of wrongdoing on their way
out the door. He said there’s
only one question “senators
of both parties will have to
answer before God and their
own conscience: Is former
President Trump guilty of in-
citing an insurrection against
the United States?”

A few GOP senators have
agreed with Democrats,
though not close to the num-
ber that will be needed to
convict Trump.
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HOUSE FOR RENT: FOR SALE: CENTRAL

132 Shawnee Street, Durant, unit. Call Louise Sanders at

MS. 3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath. 662-653-6800.

Contact#: (601)201-0107
1-28;2-4p

1-28;2-4p

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

The Pickens Public Library, an equal opportunity
employer, is now accepting applications for the
position of Branch Librarian. The successful appli-
cant will be responsible for all aspects of the daily
operation of the Pickens Public Library, including
the development, promotion, and delivery of all li-
brary services. Must possess excellent customer
service, communication, and computer skills, ini-
tiative, and an interest/enthusiasm for librarian-
ship and the community. Base salary plus co-pay
state health insurance, state retirement and other
benefits. 28 hours per week. Visit www.midmis-
slib.com/jobs to apply today. Deadline to apply is
Friday February 5th at Noon.
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