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Don’t be in the dark!  
Keep up with the latest 

news with a 
subscription to the 

IF YOU ARE LOOKING 
to rent a  brick home, check 
out this beautiful house 
located in Cruger, MS just a 
few miles from Lexington, 
MS.  It has 3 bedrooms, 
bathroom, utility room 
with washer and dryer, 
and a car porch.  You can 
contact the owner, Mr. Al 
Freeman on 703-339-4597 
for more information to 
arrange to see the house.

3-4,11p
_______________________

Press Release
U.S. Senator Cindy Hyde-

Smith (R-Miss.) on Wednes-
day, February 24, renewed 
her support for legislation 
to protect all healthcare pro-
viders from government dis-
crimination if they decline to 
participate in abortions.

Hyde-Smith is an original 
cosponsor of the Conscience 
Protection Act of 2021, 
which provides a private 
right of action for pro-life 
victims of discrimination.  
She cosponsored the same 
measure introduced previ-
ously by U.S. Senator James 
Lankford (R-Okla.).

“Religious liberty cannot 
be suspended if one’s work-
place has misguided policies 
regarding abortion,” Hyde-
Smith said.  “Congress must 
act to provide legal protec-

Hyde-Smith renews effort to 
protect pro-life healthcare 
workers from discrimination

tion for pro-life healthcare 
workers, who shouldn’t be 
penalized for refusing to par-
ticipate in abortions.”

Congress has enacted mul-
tiple laws to protect con-
science rights for individuals 
who have religious or moral 
objections to abortions.  
However, courts have so far 
declined to find these laws 
to provide a “private right 
of action,” which leaves 
victims of discrimination 
unable to defend their con-
science rights in court.

The Lankford measure 
would allow healthcare pro-
viders, such as doctors and 
nurses, to pursue legal ac-
tion if they are coerced into 
participating in abortions or 
if they face discrimination at 
work for refusing to perform 
abortions.  It would also pro-

hibit federal, state and local 
governments that receive 
federal funds from discrimi-
nating against those who de-
cline to take part in abortion 
or abortion coverage.

Hyde-Smith is among 78 
lawmakers who filed an am-
icus brief to New York v. 
HHS, a pending case on for-
mer President Trump’s “Pro-
tecting Statutory Conscience 
Rights In Health Care” rule 
to enforce existing statutory 
protections for healthcare 
providers’ conscience rights.

The Christian Medical & 
Dental Associations, Con-
cerned Women for America, 
Ethics and Public Policy 
Center, the Ethics and Reli-
gious Liberty Commission 
of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, Family Research 
Council, Freedom2Care, 
Heritage Action, March for 
Life, National Right to Life, 
Susan B. Anthony List, and 
the U.S. Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops support this leg-
islation.

the Wicker report
By: United States Senator Roger Wicker

Wicker Opposes 
Biden’s Spending Bill

After a year of economic 
uncertainty, America re-
ceived some encouraging 
news from the Congressional 
Budget Office this month. 
This non-partisan agency 
projected that our economy 
will return to its pre-pan-
demic size by the middle of 
this year, even without new 
stimulus from Congress. 
This report indicates that the 
foundations of our economy 
remain strong and that work-
ers can expect more opportu-
nity as vaccines reach more 
Americans. This positive 
forecast calls into question 

President Biden’s case for 
a $1.9 trillion stimulus bill, 
which he says is necessary to 
jumpstart our economy.

Over the past year, Con-
gress has approved $4 tril-
lion in COVID-related relief 
to workers, families, and 
vulnerable sectors of our 
economy. Over $1 trillion 
of this money still remains 
to be distributed, making 
Mr. Biden’s proposal pre-
mature. The President’s plan 
also contains a number of 
wasteful priorities that do 
not address the nation’s most 
pressing needs.

$1.9 Trillion Package Not 
Necessary for Strong Recovery

Biden’s Bill Pushes
Partisan Agenda

Republicans have pro-
posed a new round of cash 
payments targeted for those 
who are most in need. Many 
Americans who would re-
ceive checks under President 
Biden’s proposal, however, 
have not missed a paycheck 
during this crisis. These mas-
sive payments would add to 
the mountain of debt that our 
children and grandchildren 
will have to repay. In addi-
tion, the President’s proposal 
would use taxpayer dollars 
to bail out pension funds in 
poorly-run states like Illi-
nois. It would allow union-
controlled school districts, 
such as those in Chicago and 
Los Angeles, to receive bil-
lions in aid without reopen-
ing classrooms. And it would 
allow Planned Parenthood 
affiliates—which previously 
had been barred from CO-
VID relief funds—to receive 
taxpayer-funded aid.

In another troubling de-
velopment, Democrats are 
getting behind Vermont Sen. 
Bernie Sanders’s proposal 
to raise the federal mini-
mum wage to $15 an hour. 
Although this might bring a 
pay raise to some, it would 
devastate small businesses 
and result in many Ameri-
cans losing their jobs or hav-
ing reduced work hours. The 
Congressional Budget Office 
projects that a $15 mini-
mum wage would cost the 
nation 1.4 million jobs, and 
the Heritage Foundation has 
estimated Mississippi would 
lose more than 120,000 jobs.

Restaurants in particular 
would be devastated by this 
policy. The food service in-
dustry has already suffered 
roughly one out of four job 
losses from the pandemic. 
Many restaurants are now 
hanging by a thread, and this 
proposal could wipe them 
out for good. Now is the 
worst possible time to im-
pose such a heavy burden on 
our small businesses.

America Needs 

Targeted Relief
Instead of undermining job 

creators and spending un-
necessary trillions, Congress 
should play a constructive 
role by sending relief where 
it is actually needed. Last 
year, I introduced the RES-
TAURANTS Act to create a 
fund to help independently-
owned restaurants survive 
the COVID-19 crisis. Con-
gress recently adopted the 
outline of this proposal by an 
overwhelming vote of 90-10. 
This measure will extend a 
critical lifeline to struggling 
restaurants across America.

The more modest and tar-
geted Republican plan would 
include new funding for vac-
cine development and distri-
bution, as well as replenish-
ing the Paycheck Protection 
Program, which has helped 
many small businesses stay 
afloat during this crisis. 
Above all, Congress needs to 
focus on helping rather than 
undermining our recovery. 
All five COVID bills last 
year were passed with near-
unanimous bipartisan sup-

port. I hope President Biden 
will back away from his 
partisan proposal and make 
good on his pledge to work 
with Republicans to meet 
our nation’s needs.


