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I just “86ed” some of my
garden by tossing freeze-
damaged plants and trim-
mings into my leaf-pile com-
post bin. It will be run back
through the garden later.

The nearly cen-

tury-old term “86” [2% E

is used mostly as
a code in the res-
taurant and bar in-
dustry to let serv-
ers know when an
item is either out
of stock or needs
to be discarded.

ago their name tags are too
faded to read, are weathered
old boards, tools with broken
handles meant to be crafted
into a garden sculpture,
cut-up pieces of roofing tin
from a fence proj-
ect, empty paint
| cans...

However, last
| week 1 did find
# my long-lost pre-
scription  bifocal
sunglasses under
a pile of brush that
had been care-

Also refers to an FELDER lessly piled be-
unruly customer RUSHING hind some shrubs,
needing to be and a still-useable
ejected. pair of pruning shears in the

Side note: I love applying
extraneous terms to garden-
ing, including computer lin-
go. I delete weeds and wasp
nests, cut and paste plants
from one spot to another, and
surf garden centers for plants
to download into beds. And
it could be said that the harsh
weather crashed my garden,
which now needs rebooting.

Anyway, with damaged
plants making my normally-
cluttered garden look more
bare than usual, this time
of year I can see the “found
objects” that naturally accu-
mulate every year. Because I
struggle unsuccessfully with
Dumpster diver tendencies,
spring cleaning the garden
for me is usually an exercise
in “what was I thinking?” 1
often have to haul off per-
fectly good but useless odds
and ends that other folks
86ed and left on their curb,
and which I never got around
to using.

Along with the usual pots
of plants that died so long

compost pile.

Speaking of the compost
pile brings me back to my
original topic, of cleaning
up after the storm. It wasn’t
a total loss; soon as the sun
came out, hardy winter-flow-
ering camellias, flowering
quince, and daffodils popped
into color from undamaged
buds, and hungry honeybees
sought succor in the nectar-
rich dandelions and henbit
that my neighbors so despise
in their lawns.

But I got out my pruning
shears and trimmed the yel-
low and taupe freeze-dried
leaves from a boxwood and
other burnt evergreen shrubs,
neatened up the singed
clumps of oxalis, daylily,
and iris, and yanked out
limp snapdragons and once-
beautiful but now-slimy
flowering cabbage plants.
I checked some shrubs to
make sure their bark isn’t
split down low, which would
mean heavier pruning to save
them this summer, and fin-

Screened compost from leaf pile

ished pruning the roses, figs
and hydrangea. It’s time for
all that.

It all went onto what I call
my compost pile, which
is essentially a somewhat
neat, fenced-in leaf pile of
fallen leaves, used-up plants,
weeds, and biodegradable
veg and fruit kitchen trim-

mings.
I’ve never been much for
formal compost systems,

with all the mental manage-
ment of the right ratios of
green and brown stuff and
rules for turning and aerat-
ing. Did it very successfully
a couple of times, and found
it interesting but too much
work. Now I have a simple

fenced leaf pile.

Bottom line for composting
are two simple rules: Stop
throwing that stuff away,
and pile it up somewhere.
I toss debris on one side,
then sift finished compost
from the other through half-
inch mesh hardware cloth;
what isn’t finished gets run
back through the pile. Once
I settled into this nearly ef-
fortless process, I’ve secured
a steady supply of fuss-free
compost. Without having to
haul bagged stuff to the curb.

All in all, the yard looks
much better with the storm-
damaged trimmings 86ed.
Time to reboot.

Felder Rushing is a Mis-

Misery lingers for

4 many without water

Associated Press

Water for flushing toilets
was being distributed at
seven sites in Mississippi’s
capital city — more than
10 days after winter storms
wreaked havoc on the city’s
water system.

The sites were open in
Jackson on Sunday because
the system is still struggling
to maintain consistent water
pressure, authorities said.

The system has not been
able to provide a sustainable
flow of water throughout the
city, city officials said.

“Our system has basically
crashed like a computer and
now we’re trying to rebuilt
it,” Jackson Public Works
Director Charles Williams
said at a Sunday briefing.

One of many solutions has
been to open fire hydrants in
the city, which allows more
water to flow to south Jack-
son and other parts of the
city with the lowest pressure,
he said. Crews are also try-
ing to get water storage tanks
filled.

No specific timeline was
given for when the problems
would be fixed. The city
does not have exact num-
bers of people still without
water, Mayor Chokwe Antar

sissippi author, columnist,
and host of the “Gestalt Gar-
dener” on MPB Think Radio.
Email gardening questions to
rushingfelder@yahoo.com.

Lumumba said at Sunday’s
briefing.

Help is needed now in
Jackson, but long-term sup-
port from the federal govern-
ment will also be needed to
upgrade the system, the may-
or said. Needs with the city’s
infrastructure have gone un-
addressed for decades, he
said.

“We more than likely have

more than a $2 billion issue
with our infrastructure,” he
said.
The storms have become
a financial nightmare”
for some Jackson families,
Democratic state Rep. Ron-
nie Crudup Jr. said on social
media.

“A lot of people didn’t
work for over a week be-
cause of water and power is-
sues,” he wrote. “On top of
that energy and gas bills are
going to be higher because
of the extreme cold weather
last week.”

“Most  working  fami-
lies don’t have savings, so
people are in survival mode
right now,” Crudup added.

Most of the city of about
161,000 had no running wa-
ter after the storms struck,
and residents were advised
to boil any water that actu-
ally came out of their taps.

The mayor said that the
city’s water mains are more
than 100 years old and not
built to handle the freezing
weather that hit the city.
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SCOTT PETROLEUM CORPORATION

KENNY JOINER

Division Manager

www.scottpetroleuminc.com

309 Depot St
Lexington, MS 39095

Office: 662-834-1089

Fax: 662-834-6082

Cell 662-299-7461

kioiner @ scottoetroleuminc.com

Visit us in Tchula, Lexington,

Durant, Pickens and Canton.

b62-693-3141
DURANT

| exington ¥k
A Home Center

* 662-834-9007 -

and/Seryvices Directory,

Afforaabte

FUNERAL HOME
OF DURANT

James and Veronica Smith, Owners

300 West Madison St.
Durant, Mississippi 39063
662-653-3770

Durant

Jim Arnold

Attorney at Law

662-653-3711 fax
www.affordablefuneralhomeofdurant.com

Healthe

are, LLC

P. -653-4
AD + DUR/

e Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
$545 plus costs

* Chapter 13 Bankruptcy ®

No upfront fee except filing fee

Attorney Fees through the Plan
OFFICES LOCATED AT:

333 EAST MULBERRY ST.
DURANT, MS 39063
662-653-6448

104 SOUTH LAFAYETTE ST.
STARKVILLE, MS 39759
662-324-1666

435 EAST BEACON ST.
PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350
601-656-6914




