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Qualifying for COVID-19 vaccination
Mississippians age 16 and older
are eligible for vaccination

Press Release

If you are 18 or older, you
can be vaccinated at any of
our drive-through sites at no
cost. Persons younger than
18 should make a drive-
through site appointment
by calling 877-978-6453,
or visit a private healthcare
provider for COVID-19 vac-
cination to ensure that they
receive a vaccine approved
for their age.

COVID-19  vaccinations
are provided to Mississippi
residents only, or to out-of-
state residents who work in
Mississippi.

If you have had severe re-
actions from previous vac-
cines or injectable medica-
tions, please consult with
your doctor or a private med-
ical provider about vaccina-
tion, rather than visiting an
MSDH drive-through site.
Who Should Be Vaccinated

* Persons aged 16 and
older can receive the Pfizer
vaccine, and those 18 and
over can receive the Mod-

erna or Johnson & Johnson
vaccines.

* Pregnant women, lactat-
ing women and those who
are  immunocompromised
may take the vaccine; how-
ever, consultation with your
healthcare provider is rec-
ommended.

* You can be vaccinated if
you have tested positive for
COVID-19 if you wait until
your isolation period is over
and your symptoms have
significantly improved.

Who Should Not Be
Vaccinated

* You should not take the
vaccine if you have had se-
vere reactions from previous
vaccines or injectable medi-
cations.

* If you have had any other
type of vaccination in the
last two weeks, you should
not be vaccinated against
COVID-19 yet. Make a CO-
VID-19 vaccination appoint-
ment at least two weeks after
you receive any other vacci-
nation.

Auditor works with legisiature
to increase penalties for
fraud and embezziement

Fraud, embezzlement no longer eligible for pretrial diversion

News Release

JACKSON, Miss. — Today
State Auditor Shad White
announced public employees
who embezzle or fraudulent-
ly obtain more than $10,000
of taxpayer money will no
longer be able to participate
in a pretrial diversion pro-
gram. This announcement
comes after Senate Bill 2552
was passed by both cham-
bers of the Legislature and
signed by the Governor.

Pretrial diversion programs
have been used as a way to
prevent a conviction for a
crime from appearing on a
person’s criminal record.
When SB 2552 becomes law
on July 1 this year, two of the
most common crimes inves-
tigated by the State Auditor’s
office will be added to the list
of those crimes ineligible for
pretrial diversion. This law
will complement a 2019
law which prevents people
convicted of embezzlement
from holding public office.

“This year, at my request,
the Legislature passed a bill
to toughen the penalties on
people who steal taxpayer
dollars, and the Governor
has now signed it into law,”
said Auditor White. “I want
to thank Rep. Nick Bain,
Sen. Daniel Sparks, legisla-
tive leadership, and the Gov-
ernor for their work making
this bill the law of the land.”

You can read the full text
of the bill by visiting the
Legislature’s website.

“I will continue to work for
you in holding fraudsters ac-
countable,” White said, “but

I will also work with the
Legislature and the Gover-
nor to forge agreements be-
tween them and improve our
laws as well.”

GETTING
VACCINATED
Finding a Vaccination

Eligible Mississippians can
be vaccinated at one of our
drive-through  vaccination
sites. Many private health
clinics and selected pharma-
cy outlets are also offering
COVID-19 vaccinations.

* Find a free drive-through
vaccination appointment

* Local pharmacies and
healthcare providers giving
vaccinations

* Interactive map of vacci-
nation providers

After Vaccination

* Like most vaccines, you
should expect some sore-
ness and fatigue for up to a
day after vaccination, a sign
that the body is developing a
proper immune response.

* Large-scale testing of the
vaccine has found no major
side effects to the vaccine

* Two vaccinations, sever-
al weeks apart (depending on
type of vaccine) will be re-
quired for full effectiveness.
You should schedule your
second dose for the appropri-
ate time. For Pfizer vaccine,
that's 3 weeks after your first
vaccination, and for Mod-
erna, 4 weeks. If necessary,
your second vaccination can
be made as much as 6 weeks
after your first.

* Continue to practice so-
cial distancing and other pro-
tective measures after you

are fully wvaccinated. This
prevents possible spread of
COVID-19 to others, even
though you may not be ill,
and protects you from the po-
tential risk of infection from
new variants of COVID-19.
Your Second Dose

* Pfizer and Moderna vac-
cines require two doses.
Both doses of vaccine are
necessary to be fully protect-
ed against COVID-19.

* If you receive the Pfizer
vaccine, you should return
3 to 6 weeks later for your
second dose. If you receive
the Moderna vaccine, you
should return 4 to 6 weeks
later for your second dose.

* You must make a sepa-
rate appointment for your
second dose vaccination; it
is not done automatically.
Look for information on
scheduling your second dose
in the confirmation e-mail
you get for your first vacci-
nation appointment. If you
have already had your first
vaccination, look for a re-
minder e-mail with instruc-
tions on making your second
dose appointment. If you
need assistance with making
a second dose appointment,
call the COVID-19 Hotline
at 877-978-6453.

* You will receive a text
message reminder about
your second vaccination as
time for your second dose
approaches. You can also set
a reminder with the v-safe
app for your smartphone.

* Please bring the vacci-
nation card you received at
your first dose to your sec-
ond dose vaccination.

* If possible, schedule your

AG Fitch recovers nearly 500,000 PPE items
from price gouger gives hack to community
healthcare heroes and first responders

AG Fitch recovers nearly 500,000 PPE items from price gouger,
gives back to community healthcare heroes and first responders

Press Release

“Taking advantage of our
neighbors in need during a
crisis to turn an extra profit
is wrong. We are turning this
PPE back to the men and
women who have sacrificed
so much for us during this
pandemic - health centers,
law enforcement, and fire de-
partments.” Lynn Fitch

Attorney General Lynn
Fitch and her team began
the process of distribut-
ing hundreds of thousands
of FDA-approved Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE),
including N-95 respirators,
surgical masks, and dispos-
able gloves statewide. The
Attorney General’s Office
came into possession of
these items as a result of a
plea agreement in a price
gouging case on the Coast.

“Taking advantage of our
neighbors in need during a
crisis to turn an extra profit
is wrong,” said Attorney
General Lynn Fitch. “We
are turning this PPE back
to the men and women who
have sacrificed so much for
us during this pandemic —
health centers, law enforce-

ment, and fire departments.”

In March 2020, following
multiple complaints of price
gouging, the Mississippi
Attorney General’s Office
began an investigation into
Gulf Coast Pharmaceuticals
Plus, LLC.

United States Magistrate
Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Mississippi, Robert
Walker, signed a search and
seizure warrant for the GCPP
premises, and the following
items were inventoried and
seized:

- 6,576 N-95 respirators

- 8,950 KN-95 respirators

- 365,225 Surgical masks

- 26,300 Shoe covers

- 77,200 Gloves

- 230 Lab coats/ coveralls

4,332 Gowns/ scrubs/
scrub caps

- 300 Disposable scrub caps

- 163 Face shields/goggles

It was uncovered that Gulf
Coast Pharmaceuticals Plus,
LLC, under the direction and
supervision of owner Ken-
neth Ritchey, was intention-
ally and feloniously price
gouging medical facilities
by excessively marking up
and selling PPE that was in

short supply at the beginning
of the COVID-19 pandemic,
including Mississippi’s G.V.
Sonny Montgomery VA
Medical Center.

Kenneth  Ritchey pled
guilty to one count of price
gouging and was ordered to
pay nearly $60,000 in restitu-
tion to the G.V. Sonny Mont-
gomery Veterans Adminis-
tration Hospital, a maximum
fine of $5,000, and all court
costs. Ritchey also surren-
dered all PPE seized by law
enforcement personnel to the
Attorney General’s Office.

In mid-January, represen-
tatives of the Mississippi
Attorney General’s Office
contacted first responders,
emergency management en-
tities, health officials, and
law enforcement associa-
tions asking organizations to
complete a PPE request
form, and all 189 unique or-
ganizations that submitted a
request are receiving PPE.

The AGO is no longer ac-
cepting PPE requests. All
available PPE has been al-
located and distribution will
continue to occur over the
next month.

second drive-through vacci-
nation at the same location
you received your first dose.

* If your first vaccination
was through a private pro-
vider or pharmacy and not
at one of our drive-through
locations, return to that pro-

vider or pharmacy for your
second dose.

* After you are vaccinated,
continue to follow all safety
measures such as social dis-
tancing and mask wearing to
reduce the chance of passing
COVID-19 to others.

Durant P.D.’s Amnesty Period

The Durant Police Department’s
amnesty period is in effect. The
last day to take advantage of this
will be April 15th, 2021. You are
encouraged to come and pay out-
standing fines in full before the
deadline to avoid additional pen-
alties and warrants.

Firewood
Leaf Raking

W&WSW

Bo Patterson

*Clean Fence Lines & Empty Lots *Bush Hogging

*Now is the best time to get bushes cut back & fence lines cleaned.
*We also install Septic Tanks and Sewer Lines. *Stump Grinding
*We also cut limbs hanging over houses and trim shrubs.

Free Estimates

(We do Trenching for Water Lines.)

125 Victor St., Durant

* We Specialize in Grass Planting & Lawn Preparation.
601-416-0069 662-633-2379
(Anywhere in Holmes County)

Highway 12 E

READY, SEG, GROY

For all your gardening needs:
e Miracle Gro & Cow Manure
« Loose Garden Seed
e 13-713-73
o Vegetable & Herb Plants
e Baccto, Miracle Gro
& Black Cow Potting Soils

» Fertilizers
e Fruit Tree Spray

LEXINGTON
FARM SUPPLY

Store Hours: Mon. - Fri.
Don’t forget we’re open til 5:00 p.m. on Saturday

834-3388

8 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Lexington

205 Tchula 5t.,
(across from Double Quick)

662-834-9045

Payday Loans up to $400.00
Title Loans up to $2,500.00

WE DO 30 DAY LOANSI
NO Credit Check

Refer a friend, earn a free $20.00!

Lexington, MS




