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Crossword PuzzleA therapist takes a 10-year-
old boy into what she calls 
“therapy.” The young fellow 
is belligerently defiant to-
ward his parents and throws 
titanic tantrums when things 
don’t go his way. At school 
– virtual, going on a year – 
he’s distractible and doesn’t 
finish his work without being 
hovered over and harangued 
by his mother, a tactic that 
frequently precipitates more 
belligerence and a titanic an-
trum.

After nearly a year of 
weekly “therapy” sessions, 
nothing changed. If any-
thing, the boy’s behavior 
worsened. At that point, the 
therapist waves a divining 
rod over him – just kidding 
– and discovers that he “has” 
ADHD and oppositional 
defiant disorder. In other 
words, she conceals her in-
eptitude by claiming that 
something is wrong with his 
biology – according to her, a 
“biochemical imbalance.” To 
“seal the deal,” so to speak, 
she recommends he begin 
taking stimulant medication 
– one, mind you, that has not 
reliably outperform placebos 
in controlled clinical trials. 
To the credit of their com-
mon sense, the parents refuse 
to accept both the diagnoses 
and the medication.

I hear similar stories quite 
often from parents. With-
out exception, said parents 
know what has caused their 
kids’ problems. They did! 
As in this fellow’s case, the 
parents micromanage on 
the one hand and threaten 
charging elephants with fly 
swatters with the other. They 
delay beginning to seriously 
discipline until the problems 
in question have become 
habit, and their “discipline” 
consists of one part yada-
yada and one part scream-
ing and threatening. Excuse 
me? This means a child’s 
neuro-chemicals are out of 
whack? Do the therapists 
who dispense these absurd 
explanations perform physi-
cal examinations? Do they 
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draw and analyze blood 
samples, for example? No. 
Request brain biopsies? No. 
Then how, pray tell, do they 
come to the conclusion that 
these kids have bad biology 
and need drugs?

What the parents need is a 
strategy for recovering from 
the effects of yada-yada, 
threats that amount to noth-
ing, fly-swatters, screaming, 
and micromanagement that 
leads, almost inevitably, to 
more screaming, more yada-
yada, and more microman-
agement.

“If I don’t check on him,” 
a mother tells me, “he won’t 
do his work.”

Wrong. As long as she 
checks on him, he’s not go-
ing to do his work. Micro-
management always, with-
out exception, brings forth 
conflict, communication 
problems, and the worst in 
everyone involved.

“I should just leave him 
alone?” Mom asks.

“Yep, just leave him 
alone.” One-sentence thera-
py.

Nine out of ten underper-
forming kids, left alone, 
eventually get the message – 
YOU and YOU alone are re-
sponsible for YOUR school 
performance – and begin do-
ing fine. Things usually get 
worse at first, which requires 
much hand holding with the 
micromanager, but per the 
adage, they eventually get 
much better. What about the 
tenth kid? Glad you asked. 
He needs some incentive. 
Not rewards, mind you. Re-
wards work on rats, not so 
well on humans. Number ten 
needs to learn, courtesy of 
very patient but determined 
people, that in the grown-up 
world, privilege is a function 
of personal responsibility. 
The tenth kids usually come 
around. Usually.

When one is dealing with 
the wild card of human na-
ture, there are no guarantees.

Family psychologist John 
Rosemond: johnrosemond.
com, parentguru.com.
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Fitch recently announced 
a $188.6 million multistate 
settlement with Boston Sci-
entific Corporation (Bos-

AG Fitch Announces $188.6 
Million Settlement with 
Boston Scientific Corporation
“Women and their doctors deserve to have all the information needed to make 
informed decisions for their health. By failing to disclose critical safety warnings 
about their devices, Boston Scientific subjected thousands of women to serious 
and often irreversible complications. This settlement makes clear that we will not 
allow the health and safety of Mississippi women to be placed in jeopardy by those 
who put profit over patient.” Lynn Fitch

ton) to resolve allegations 
of deceptive marketing of 
its surgical mesh products 
for women. Mississippi will 
receive $2,191,090.“Women 
and their doctors deserve 
to have all the information 
needed to make informed 

decisions for their health,” 
said Attorney General Lynn 
Fitch. “By failing to dis-
close critical safety warnings 
about their devices, Boston 
Scientific subjected thou-
sands of women to serious 
and often irreversible com-
plications. This settlement 
makes clear that we will not 
allow the health and safety 

of Mississippi women to be 
placed in jeopardy by those 
who put profit over patient.”  
Surgical mesh is a synthetic 
woven fabric that is implant-
ed in the pelvic floor to treat 
common health conditions in 
women, such as stress uri-
nary incontinence and pelvic 
organ prolapse. These are 
common conditions faced by 
women due to a weakening 
in their pelvic floor muscles 
caused by childbirth, age, or 
other factors. Although use 
of surgical mesh involves the 
risk of serious complications 
and is not proven to be any 
more effective than tradition-
al tissue repair, millions of 
women were implanted with 
the devices and thousands of 
women are alleged to have 
suffered serious complica-
tions resulting from these de-
vices.The complaintalleged 

that Boston misrepresented 
the safety of these products 
by failing to disclose the full 
range of potential serious and 
irreversible complications 
caused by mesh, including 
chronic pain, voiding dys-
function, and new onset of 
incontinence. The settlement 
provides comprehensive in-
junctive relief. For certain 
marketing materials, Boston 
is required to describe com-
plications in understand-
able terms and disclose 
significant complications, 
including the inherent risks 
of mesh. Boston is also to 
refrain from making certain 
misleading representations, 
such as that the inherent 
risk of mesh are common 
to any pelvic floor or other 
surgery not involving mesh. 
Boston is also to inform 
healthcare providers of sig-

nificant complications when 
providing training regarding 
procedures for insertion and 
implantation.Joining Mis-
sissippi in this multistate 
settlement are Alabama, 
Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, 
California, Colorado, Con-
necticut, Delaware, Florida, 
Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illi-
nois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Mis-
souri, Montana, Nebraska, 
Nevada, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, New Mexico, 
New York, North Carolina, 
North Dakota, Ohio, Okla-
homa, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, South Carolina, 
South Dakota, Tennessee, 
Texas, Utah, Vermont, Vir-
ginia, Washington, Wiscon-
sin, and the District of Co-
lumbia.


