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Good news and bad news
Dear Dave,

My wife and I are in our 
late twenties, we have no 
debt, and our household in-
come is about $180,000 year. 
We’re thinking about build-
ing a home, but we’re not 
sure whether to build just 
for us, or maybe building 
a multi-family place so we 
could live upstairs, rent the 
rest, and make some money. 
Your advice would be appre-
ciated.

Joel
Dear Joel,

If you’re looking strictly 
at quality of life consid-
erations, like privacy and 
having a little room to your-
selves, a single family home 
is the way to go. But, if mak-
ing extra money is important 
to you at this point, a multi-
family structure might work. 
The good news is your ten-
ants would be right there. 
The bad news is your tenants 
would be right there!

From a landlord’s perspec-
tive, living next to or above 
your tenants means you 
can keep an eye on things 
a little better. Your tenants 
might also take better care 
of the place with you around. 
But those kinds of situa-
tions aren’t always beautiful 
things. When you’re living 
a floor or wall away from 
someone, you’re all up in 
their business, and they’re all 

up in your business. It’s not 
for everyone.

If you’re planning to have 
kids soon, I’d recommend 
going the single family 
route—specifically because 
of the quality of life. Look-
ing at the other side, you’ll 
make money with a multi-
family construction, but it’ll 
probably be a pain in the 
butt. You’ll be giving up 
some things if you go that 
route.

Let me put it this way, Joel. 
I’ve owned a ton of invest-
ment real estate in my life, 
and my wife didn’t want to 
live in any of those proper-
ties. Still, there’s nothing 
inherently wrong with either 
decision. Just make sure your 
mortgage is a 15-year, fixed 
rate loan, and the monthly 
payments are no more than 
25 percent of your combined 
take home pay. Save up for a 
down payment of at least 20 
percent to avoid PMI, too.

Take a hard look at the 
numbers, and make sure you 
and your wife have a long, 
long talk about everything. 
You two should be in com-
plete agreement about every 
aspect of this situation be-
fore moving forward!

— Dave
* Dave Ramsey is a seven-

time #1 national best-selling 
author, personal finance ex-
pert, and host of The Ramsey 
Show, heard by more than 16 

Press Release
OXFORD, MISS. - The 

University of Mississippi 
celebrated more than 5,000 
candidates for graduation 
in the Class of 2021 during 
the university’s 168th Com-
mencement exercises April 
29 - May 2.

The following local stu-
dents were candidates for 
graduation:

Hayden Collins Embry, of 
Goodman, MS, is a candi-
date for a Bachelor of Sci-
ence. Embry is an Integrated 
Marketing Comm major in 
the School of Journalism and 
New Media.

Karen Patricia Ray, of 
Goodman, MS, is a candi-
date for a Doctor of Educa-
tion. Ray is an Ed. D. in Edu-
cation major in the Graduate 
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School.
Alexandra Monae Red-

mond, of Pickens, MS, is a 
candidate for a Bachelor of 
Arts. Redmond is an English 
major in the College of Lib-
eral Arts.

Chi’Keeciah D. Parker, of 
Pickens, MS, is a candidate 
for a Bachelor of Science in 
Criminal Justice. Parker is a 
Criminal Justice major in the 
School of Applied Sciences.

Laura Partain, of Pick-
ens, MS, is a candidate for 
a Bachelor of Arts in Educa-
tion. Partain is an Elemen-
tary Education major in the 
School of Education.

“This class of graduates 
is marked by incredible 
achievements, character and 
resilience, and it is a great 
privilege to celebrate them 
during Commencement,” 
said UM Chancellor Glenn 
Boyce. “They have accom-
plished so much during their 
years at the university, and 
the path ahead is bright and 
filled with endless possibili-
ties.”

News Release
Jackson, MS – Today 

Commissioner Sean Tindell 
announced the formation of 
the team that will facilitate 
the transition of law enforce-
ment responsibilities from 
the Mississippi Department 
of Transportation (MDOT) 
to the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Public Safety (DPS). 
The team will consist of ex-
ecutive staff members from 
both agencies, including:
n Sean Tindell, Commis-

sioner of the Mississippi De-
partment of Public Safety
n Jeffrey Altman, Acting 

Executive Director of the 
Mississippi Department of 
Transportation

MS Department of Public 
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n Colonel Randy Ginn, 
Director of the Mississippi 
Highway Patrol
n Chief Willie Huff, Mis-

sissippi Department of 
Transportation Office of En-
forcement Director

The passage of Senate Bill 
2825 moves law enforcement 
presently under the Missis-
sippi Department of Trans-
portation to the Mississippi 
Department of Public Safety. 
Effective July 1st, the Mis-
sissippi Department of Public 
Safety will assume the Mis-
sissippi Department of Trans-
portation’s $16 million law 
enforcement budget and 234 
full-time employees. In addi-
tion, the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Public Safety will cre-
ate a new commercial trucking 
enforcement division.

“I feel confident that the 
representatives from both 
agencies will work together 
to ensure a seamless trans-
fer of law enforcement re-
sponsibilities from MDOT 
to DPS,” said Commissioner 
Sean Tindell. “Ultimately, 
the transition will allow us 
to more effectively serve the 

residents of the state as we 
strive to create a safer Mis-
sissippi.”

“MDOT will work with 
DPS to make the transition 
as smooth as possible,” said 
Jeffrey Altman, Acting Exec-
utive Director of the Missis-
sippi Department of Trans-

million listeners each week. 
He has appeared on Good 
Morning America, CBS This 
Morning, Today Show, Fox 
News, CNN, Fox Business, 
and many more. Since 1992, 
Dave has helped people re-
gain control of their money, 
build wealth and enhance 
their lives. He also serves as 
CEO for Ramsey Solutions.

portation. “Our departments 
both have the same goal: 
ensuring the safety of the 
people of Mississippi. When 
our agencies work together, 
it benefits everyone. We look 
forward to further strength-
ening our relationship with 
DPS in the years ahead.”


