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The Brown Derby restau-
rant is one of the most iconic 
images that became synony-
mous with the Golden Age 
of Hollywood.  The restau-
rant opened in 1926 and was 
shaped like a man’s derby 
hat. Due to its proximity to 
the movie studios, it was the 
place to make deals and to be 
seen.  It contained hundreds 
of caricatures of famous 
movie and TV stars, as well 
as musicians who frequented 
the restaurant.

Late one evening in 1937, 
Bob Cobb, the owner of the 
Brown Derby was scouring 
the refrigerator for a snack.  
He grabbed a head of iceberg 
lettuce, an avocado, some 
Romaine lettuce, watercress, 
tomatoes, a cold breast of 
chicken, chives, a boiled 
egg, bleu cheese, and some 
French dressing.  He took 
some cooked bacon from 
one of the chefs and started 
chopping. 

He laid each ingredient in 
a bowl in rows.  He shared 
the salad with his friend, 
Sid Grauman, owner of the 
famous Grauman’s Chinese 
Theatre, who came back the 
following day and asked for 
a “Cobb Salad”. It was added 
to the menu and became an 
overnight sensation.  Cus-
tomers began to flock to 
the restaurant for the salad.  
Movie stars and studio mov-
ie moguls would send their 
limousines and chauffeurs to 
the restaurant to pick up the 
salad if they couldn’t go out 
to dine.  

Today the Cobb Salad is 
still found on many menus.  

Substitutions have been 
made.  Additional cheeses 
ad proteins have been added, 
as well as a variety of veg-
etables.  

The Brown Derby restau-
rant is also the birthplace of 
the Shirley Temple, a non-
alcoholic beverage created 
for the child star.  When she 
was young, Shirley Temple 
often attended parties with 
the adult celebrities. Because 
she couldn’t drink, a mock-
tail was created for her. 

Today I have recipes for 
these 2 iconic mainstays of 
The Brown Derby restau-
rant, plus one of my own.  
Thanks for reading.

SHIRLEY  TEMPLE
In a Tom Collins or tall, 

narrow highball glass filled 
with ice, pour 1 oz. grena-
dine syrup and top with 4 
oz. Sprite or Ginger Ale. 
Garnish with a maraschino 
cherry.

*For a Dirty Shirley Tem-
ple: add 1 oz. vodka.

COBB  SALAD  with  
BROWN DERBY  

FRENCH DRESSING
Dressing:
½ cup red wine vinegar
½ cup water
½ cup vegetable oil
1/3 cup olive oil
1 Tbsp. lemon juice
1 ½ tsp. Worcestershire 

sauce
1 clove garlic, minced
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. pepper
½ tsp. sugar
½ tsp. dry mustard
Combine all ingredients in 

a bowl (or Mason Jar) and 
stir (or shake) until dressing 
is smooth.  Refrigerate. 

Salad:
1 head iceberg lettuce
1 bunch watercress, 

IN THE KITCHEN
   WITH

LeeAnn
Cobb Salad

trimmed and chopped
3 tomatoes, chopped
¾ lb. sliced deli turkey 

meat, diced
3 hard boiled eggs, 

chopped
¾ cup crumbled blue 

cheese
½ lb. cooked bacon, crum-

bled
2 avocados, diced
Place chopped lettuce and 

watercress in a large salad 
bowl.  Arrange tomatoes, 
turkey, eggs, blue cheese, 
bacon, and avocados on 
top.  Add desired amount of 
dressing before serving and 
toss.  

SALMON  COBB SALAD
Dressing:
¾ cup buttermilk
½ cup mayonnaise
¼ cup minced green onion
3 Tbsp. chopped fresh dill
1 Tbsp. lemon juice
½ tsp. salt
Mix all ingredients and re-

frigerate.
Salad:
1 head lettuce
½ lb. cooked bacon, cut 

into pieces
1 avocado, cut into ½ inch 

pieces
3 hard boiled eggs, quar-

tered and halved
1 (3 oz.) pkg. smoked 

salmon
Ground black pepper
Mix lettuce, bacon, avo-

cado, eggs together in a 
bowl. Add dressing and toss 
with black pepper. Place in 
serving bowl and top with 
smoked salmon.

*I love shrimp, but I also 
adore salmon.  Steve cooks it 
on the grill and I always have 
leftovers for this salad.

*Lee Ann Fleming is a 
Holmes County native, food 
columnist and has garnered 
fame for her recipes fea-
tured in the film, The Help. 
Fleming can be reached at  
lafkitchen@hughes.net.

By Breck Riley
Mississippi Today

A Philadelphia, Mississip-
pi man is set to be reunited 
with a class ring he lost al-
most 30 years ago.

Jaimee Kelley said she 
found the ring back in 2013 
while walking in her yard at 
her home on Hwy 19 in east-
ern Attala County near the 

Mississippi man to get lost 
class ring after nearly 30 years

Four Corners community. 
It was a Philadelphia High 
School ring from the class of 
1990.

At the time, she posted 
it on Facebook, but no one 
claimed it, so she put it 
away, but recently came 
across it.

“Cleaning stuff out, I found 
it again and cleaned more dirt 
off of it and thought I could 
post it again and see where it 
could go,” said Kelley.

Kosciusko resident Kait-
lyn Chunn saw the post and 
tagged the legendary Phila-
delphia football star Marcus 
Dupree, who her father used 
to coach, in the shared post.

“My dad keeps in touch 
with Marcus all the time, so I 
thought that surely he would 
know who to contact,” 
Chunn said.

Dupree gave her a name 
and eventually they located 
the ring’s owner, Jerremey 
Wilis.

Willis said that he lost the 
ring in the summer of 1991 
during a wreck on Highway 
19 between Kosciusko and 

Philadelphia, near the site of 
Kelley’s current day home.

“When the car finally 
stopped and landed, I got out 
and thought I was walking 
towards Philadelphia, but it 
turns out I was walking to-
wards Kosciusko,” Willis 
said. “The wreck happened 
at about 2 a.m. and no one 
located me until about 10 
a.m. that morning. It was a 
miracle I walked away at 
all.”

Somewhere in all of that 
commotion is when the ring 
was lost.

“What’s funny is that about 
three weeks ago, my mother 
showed me pictures she 
found from the wreck and 
we actually talked about me 
losing the ring.”

A friend texted him a pic-
ture of the ring on Facebook 
and told him to get in touch 
with Chunn.

Willis lives in Georgia 
now so Chunn took the ring 
to his mother in Philadelphia 
Thursday afternoon.

“It just brings back so 
many memories. To see the 
emblem and my name on it.”

Willis says he plans to be 
back in Philadelphia next 
weekend to get the ring.


