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(Family Features) Warm,
sunny days are the perfect
setting for making fam-
ily memories, but they're
also ideal opportunities to
encourage kids to get cre-
ative and let their imagi-
nations soar.

These ideas for summer-
time activities encourage
family interaction, and the
more kids get to help plan
and organize the details,
the more engaged you can
expect them to be.

Visit Your Local Park

Pack all the kids’ favor-
ite snacks and beverages
to keep cool and hydrated.
Choose your spot under a
big shady tree and spread
out for an impromptu pic-

FAMILY-FRIENDLY IDEAS
IOR !“MMER FUN
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nic. Be sure to bring along
outdoor toys for a game of
catch or lighten the load
and create a nature scav-
enger hunt with different
types of leaves, rocks and
flowers for kids to dis-
cover. If they come across
an unfamiliar plant or ani-
mal, snap a picture with
your phone so you can do
some research on it when
you get home. Encourage
the kids to draw or design
a piece of art reflecting
the things they saw.
Create
Watercolor Paintings
Away from the school
setting, kids sometimes
have fewer opportuni-
ties to practice express-
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We're pleased to present to you this year's Annual Quality Water Report. This report is designed to inform you about the quality water
and services we deliver to you every day. Our canstant goal is to provide you with a safe and dependable supply of drinking water. We
wanit you 16 understand the efforts we make to continually improve the water reatment process and protect our water resources . We
are committed to providing you with information because informed customers are our best allies. Our water source is from wells
drawing from the Middle Wilcax Aquifer

The source water assessment has bean completed for our public water system to determine the overall susceptibility of its drinking
water supply to ientify potential sources of contamination. A report containing detailed information on how the susceplibility
determinations were made has been furnished 1o our public water system and is avallablu for nswm upon request. The wells for the
Centerville Community Water have received terms

1f you have any questions about this report or concerning your water utility, please cantact Bo Warren, President st 662.967.2001. We
want our valued customers to be informed about their water utility. If you want to learn more, please join us at the annual meefing held
on the third Tuesday of February at 6:00 PM at the Mt. Vernon Baptist Church, West, MS.

We routinely manitor for contaminants in your drinking water according to Federal and State laws. This table below lists all of the
drinking water contaminants that were datected during the period of January 1* to December 31* | 2020, In cases whera monitoring
wasn't required in 2020, the tabie reflacts the most recent results. As water travels over the surface of land or undrground, it dissclves
naturally ocourring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive materials and can pick up substances or contaminants from the presence
of animals or from human activity; microbial contaminants, such as ulruses and bacteria, that mny' come from sewage treatment plants,
septic systems, agricultural Iivestock operations, and wildlife; inorgani i such a
oceurring of result from urban storm-water runoff, industrial, or Gomestc wasiewater mcharges oil and gas produetion, mining, or
farming, pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variely of sources such as agriculiure, urban stom-waler runoff, and
; organic chemical including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial
processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations and seplic systems; radioactive contaminanis, which can
be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities. In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink,
EPA prescribes reguiations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems, All drinking water,
including botiled drinking water, may be reasonably expected to contain at [east small amounts of some contaminants. It's impartant
1o remember that the presence of these contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a heaith risk.

In this table you will find many terms and abbreviations you might not be familiar with. To help you better understand these terms we've
provided the following definitions

Action Level - the concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water systern
must follow,

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) - The “Maximum Allewed” (MCL) is the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking
water. MCLs are sef as close o the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology.

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) - The "Goal'(MCLG) is the level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no
known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL) — The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing
evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary to control microbial contaminants.

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG] — The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or
expected risk of health. MROLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of to contrel microbial

Parts per million (ppm) or Miligrams per liter (mg/]) - one part per million comesponds to one minute in two years or a single penny in
$10,000.

Parts per billion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter - one part per billion correspends to one minute in 2,000 years, or a single penny in
$10,000,000.
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As you can see by the fable, our system had na violations. We're proud that your drinking water meets or exceeds all Federal and
State requirements. We have lsamad through our monitoring and testing that some contaminants have bean detected however the
EPA has determined that your water IS SAFE at these levels.

We are required to monitor your danking water for specific contaminants on @ monthly basis. Results of regular manitoring are an
indicator of whether or not cur drinking water meets health standards. In an effort to ensure systems complete all monitoring
requirements, MSDH now notifies systems of any missing samples prior to the end of the compliance period.

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young chikdren. Lead in
drinking water is primarity from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. Our water system is
responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When
your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2
minutes before using water for drinking or cooking, If you are cancerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water
tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize expesure is available from the Safe
Drinking Water Hotline or at hitp./'www.epa. govisafewateread. The Mississippi State Department of Health Public Health Laboratory
affers lead lesting. Please contact 601.576.7582 if you wish o have your water lested

All sources of drinking water are subject to patential contamination by substances that are naturally occurring or man made. These
substances can be microbes, inorganic or organic chemicals and radioactive substances. All drinking water, including bottled water,
may reasonably be expected fo contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not
necessarily indicate that the water poses a heaith risk. More information about contaminants and potential heaith effects can be
abtained by caling the Enviranments! Protection Agency's Safe Drinking Water Hotine at 1,200,426.4791,

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminamts in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons
such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, pecple with HIV/AIDS or
other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice
about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means o lessen the risk of infection by
Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotiine 1.800.426 4781

The Centerville Community Water Association works around the clock to provide top quality water to every tap. We ask that all our
customers help us protect our water sources, which are the heart of our community, our way of life and our children's future.

ing their ideas and get-
ting creative. Fun tools
can make an artistic ses-
sion more exciting, so
look for unique methods
like blending Zebra Pen
Mildliner Brush Pens with
water and a paint brush to
create fun, pastel water-
color paintings with mini-
mal mess. The pens are
conveniently double-end-
ed with a paint brush-like
tip on one end and fine
marker tip on the other so
you can precisely draw a
design then create softer
swirls of color using wa-

ter and a brush.
Water Sponge Challenge

Cool off with a fun and
refreshing water fight
with a few creative twists.
First grab sponges, or wa-
ter sponge balls, and a
full bucket of water. The
sponges are reusable so
you can use them all sum-
mer long. Make it extra
fun by organizing teams
with kids against adults
or everyone fending for
themselves. Encourage
kids to devise their own
blockades and targets or
adapt a classic game like
baseball or dodgeball us-
ing water sponges in place
of the usual balls. You
could also do a sponge
scavenger hunt to load up
everyone's buckets before
the dousing begins.

Find the Animals

Visit your local Associa-
tion of Zoos and Aquari-
ums accredited zoo or
aquarium and have your
kids find as many animals
as they can from the AZA
SAFE: Saving Animals
From Extinction species
list. It's a good opportu-
nity to talk about the con-
cept of extinction and why
these animals are on the
list. Follow up the visit
with an activity that rein-
forces how everyone has
a role in conservation and
look for ways to help pro-
tect each family member's
favorite animal.

Make Oven S’mores

News Release

In 2017, the Mississippi In-
stitutions of Higher Learning
and the Mississippi Commu-
nity College Board launched
the Complete 2 Compete
(C2C) program focused on
increasing the degree attain-
ment rate in Mississippi.

The initiative concentrated
on removing barriers that
keep adult learners from re-
turning to complete their de-
grees. Within a year, a new
university degree program
and renewable C2C Grant
were established to facilitate
adult learners returning to
complete their degree. Mis-
sissippi’s public community
colleges and universities ex-
panded the number of online
classes and many developed
student services tailored to
provide working adults with
greater access. Addition-
ally, teams of coaches were
commissioned across all the
institutions providing greater
coordination, streamlining
the review of transcripts, and
maximizing application of
earned credits.

In just over two years, the
program assisted more than
2,100 former students in
returning to complete their
degrees. In addition, more
than 4,000 former students,
who had not been enrolled

in classes for more than two
years, were enrolled on a fast
path to degree completion.
In October of 2020, compli-
cated by the pandemic and
funding challenges, the pro-
gram was temporarily sus-
pended.

Today we are delighted
to announce the re-launch
of the C2C program, with a
renewed focus on reaching
those adults most in need.
Our goal remains steadfast,
to reach out and welcome
back students who left with-
out a degree, providing them
the support and resources
they need to finish what they
started.

Expanding career and
wage opportunities are just
two of the many benefits of
C2C. The generational im-
pact of degree completion
can be truly transformational
for families in our state. We
invite you to visit the C2C
website  (www.msc2c.org)
and read about the available
program resources and the
lives they have impacted.
Without the partnership and
efforts of many, this initia-
tive would not be possible.
We look forward to the posi-
tive impact our collaborative
efforts will have on individu-
als, employers, and Missis-
sippi’s economy.

On a rainy night (or
any night) make a s’more
by putting it in the oven.
They turn out just as melty
and gooey as the campfire
version but with easier
prep and cleanup. This is
a tasty way to get those
creative juices flowing.

Experiment with differ-

ent candies, such as pea-
nut butter cups in place
of chocolate bars. Or add
different ingredients and
have other family mem-
bers guess the flavors.
Find more ideas for cre-
ative inspiration this sum-
mer at zebrapen.com/art-
studio/creative-tips.
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BY
GCARY
MILLER

Jimmy is a very experi-
enced and seasoned duck
hunter. He’s also taken his
share of deer. He, however,
has never had the thrill of
seeing a strutting tom walk
in front of his shotgun- that
is until the other day. I hap-
pened to be with him when
he wrote this new chapter.
That morning, a vocal gob-
bler seemed less than 150
yards away. I was surprised
how quickly we were able
to work a bird that we ac-
tually had a chance of call-
ing in. [ was the caller, and
while he responded to my
call, he never made the move
our way. And after a thirty
minute back and forth, the
place went quiet. So, I just
let him know, every ten min-
utes or so, that this lonesome
(and fake) hen was hanging
around. More than an hour
passed with nothing. But
about ten minutes before we
were leaving, Jimmy noticed
this bright red, white, and
blue gobbler come saunter-
ing in. I quickly set up my
camera to film while trying
to coach my hunter to be
patient as this beautiful tom
strutted in closer and closer
to our decoys. I could hear
Jimmy’s breathing get spo-
radic, but I knew he would
make a good shot on the
bird. After closing the dis-
tance to about twenty yards,
he took the shot and his tro-
phy hit the ground. I got out
of the blind as fast as I could
to jump on this bird to elimi-
nate any chances of him get-
ting away. And the morning
that started with unrealized
hope ended with understood
certainty and with a new sto-
ry to share.

A few weeks ago, Chris-

tians all over the world cel-
ebrated Easter. The story of
Easter is also the story of
how a morning that started
with unrealized hope for
Jesus’ followers would end
with understood certainty,
and a new story to share.
The days and hours after Je-
sus was crucified were filled
with despair. His followers
had sensed how close his
kingdom really was. They
had experienced his near-
ness and the nearness of his
reign. There’s no doubt the
anticipation of his plan was
in every believer. And then
something happened that no
one expected. He died, and
all the world went quiet. In
fact, his followers returned to
their places and to their nor-
mal life with nothing to talk
about except for what might
have been. But just when no
one expected, a victory took
place. It was the certainty
of the physical Jesus. And
over 500 people witnessed
his appearing. And they be-
gan to tell a new story. This
story was not about Jesus’
message or the miracles he
performed, but about a resur-
rection. It was about some-
one who was dead, coming
back to life. Does it sound
strange? Ludicrous? Impos-
sible? It did to them as well.
And yet the proof was on
the ground - not lying dead
but living and moving and
reminding them of his pre-
vious promise to rise again.
And today, for every fol-
lower of Christ, our story is
not mainly one of doctrines
and deeds, but of a God/Man
who predicted his own death,
burial, and resurrection, and
pulled it off.
gary@outdoortruths.org



