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Don’t most people
already know?
Dear Dave,

You talk a lot about bud-
geting, and how important it
is in getting control of your
money. But don’t most peo-
ple already have a good idea
of what they’re spending, and
how much they have in the
bank, without going through
all the time and trouble of de-
veloping an actual budget?

Carter
Dear Carter,

Well, if that were true, why
are people paying billions in
overdraft fees every year?
Why are so many people
deep in debt and living pay-
check to paycheck, even
without taking the effects of
a pandemic into account? It’s
because most people don’t
really know where their
money’s going each month.

Let’s start with a simple
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definition of budgeting. A
budget is just a plan. It’s not
a restriction on spending, it’s
a strategy for what you’ll
do with all your money. It’s
tracking what’s coming in
and what’s going out. When
you budget every month,
you’re giving your money
purpose. You’re control-
ling your money, and tell-
ing it where to go, instead
of scratching your head and
wondering where it all went.

The word budget gets a
bum rap, because some peo-
ple think it’ll be like putting
a straitjacket on their spend-
ing and their lives. But that
really isn’t true at all. Bud-
geting actually gives you
the power to spend wisely
and with purpose. Budget-
ing even causes feelings of
fear, intimidation, and anger
in some folks. Sure, it takes
a little time and effort at first
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Wicker: Gnvernment Slllllllll stop
paying Americans to stay home

Biden Policies Are Discouraging Work, Delaying Recovery

With COVID-19 in full
retreat, it ought to feel like
morning again in America.
The vaccines have been a
huge success thanks to Oper-
ation Warp Speed, with more
than 125 million Americans
now fully immunized. Mask
mandates across the country
are disappearing. Demand
for consumer goods is on
the rise. By all measures, our
economy should be boom-
ing, yet millions of Ameri-
cans remain on the sidelines
and are not returning to
work.

In April our economy add-
ed 266,000 jobs, far fewer
than the one million jobs
experts had predicted. This
slow rate of hiring is not for
lack of opportunity — there
are now eight million jobs
across the country wait-
ing to be filled. Employers
simply cannot find workers.
According to the National
Federation of Independent
Business, last month 44 per-
cent of small businesses had
openings that they could not
fill.

The reason for the labor
shortage is simple: govern-
ment is paying Americans
to stay home from work.
President Biden’s expanded
unemployment benefits of
$300 extra per week, which
Democrats passed in March,
have discouraged millions of
able-bodied Americans from
rejoining the workforce.

Job Creators Unable to
Compete with
Government Benefits

March 2020 was a unique
moment of crisis that called
for urgent financial relief for
the American people. Con-
gress acted swiftly to pro-
vide that relief on a sweeping

bipartisan basis. This year,
when Democrats took over
the majority in the Senate,
our country was already on
the mend. The nonpartisan
Congressional Budget Office
had predicted a full econom-
ic recovery by the middle of
this year without any addi-
tional stimulus needed from
Congress. But Washington
Democrats brushed aside
this optimism and decided
to pass more stimulus to the
tune of $1.9 trillion. This
time, the money was exces-
sive, poorly targeted, and
extended beyond the time of
the pandemic.

These policies are now
holding back our economic
recovery. Job creators cannot
compete with government
benefits, which are keeping
millions of Americans out
of the workforce. A casino
manager in Biloxi recently
said staff shortages have got-
ten worse even as business
has improved. Restaurants
are in a similar bind. Fifty-
seven percent of restaurant
operators now say finding
and keeping employees is
their biggest problem. This
same dilemma is facing mul-
tiple other industries such as
hospitality, manufacturing,
and construction.

Fortunately, governors
across America are standing
up to these “pay to stay at
home” policies. I commend
Gov. Tate Reeves for opting
out of expanded federal un-
employment funds in order
to help Mississippi embark
on a full recovery. Nearly
half of all governors share
the same mindset and are
saying “no” to those unnec-
essary federal funds. These
decisions are paving the way

Q: 'm a working single
mom with a 4-year-old
daughter who won’t go to
sleep unless I lie down with
her. Plus, if she wakes up
in the middle of the night
to find I’'m no longer in her
bed, she comes and crawls
into bed with me. If I attempt
to persuade her to go back to
her bed, she starts to cry. To
be honest, I just don’t have
the strength to fight it. She
knows what I want her to do,
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but she also knows I have
yet to enforce it. Can you
provide me with a workable
plan that will not cause her —
and therefore me — anguish?

A: Sorry, but there is no
such thing as an anguish-
free method of turning your
daughter into an independent
sleeper. Your story is evi-
dence of what I’ve been say-
ing for years: independent
sleepers are happier, more
well-adjusted children. Let’s

to create a budget that really
works. But once you get the
hang of'it, and it doesn’t take
long, the hard part is over.
Still, to make your cash
flow plan work, you have
to do it consistently. That
means sitting down every
month, and making a bud-
get for the upcoming month.
Don’t let the fear of what
you might find stop you,
and don’t over-complicate
things. It’s easy as writing
down your income and ev-
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erything that requires money
for the month, then doing a
little basic math. And once
you have a plan in place,
stick to it! Too many people
get lazy, or “forget” to do a
monthly budget.
Giveitashot, Carter. You’ll
experience a sense of free-
dom, security, and accom-
plishment like you’ve never
felt before once you’ve taken
that first step toward gaining
control of your money!
— Dave

Yy
West Civic Club

For their end of club year
this time Kathy Gelston or-
ganized a trip to the Cotes-
worth Plantation in Carroll-
ton, MS. What an interesting
place to visit. Mr. Kenny

Downs, General Counsel
and Secretary, gave us a
very informative history on
the lands, home and library.
This was purchased in June
of 1936. At this time it was
on the main route going to
Jackson so there was a Stage-
coach Inn. Restoration work
is still on going in the build-
ings and on the grounds, this
work is being done through
government grants as well as
donations. The library is an
amazing site with hundreds
of original and complete sets
of books and magazines.
Parts of the house were used
in the filming of the movie
“The Help”. It is well worth
a trip to see and they are
also open for weddings or
other events. You will need
to get touch with Mr. Kenny

Downs, General Counsel
and Secretary, P. O. Box 547.
Greenwood, MS 38935 or
call his office 662-455-8847.

The new years club officers
were sworn in on the porch
of the house. From there
Kathy lead us to Winona for
lunch at the Tracs. Officers
for the coming two years are:
Carol Black - President, Jean
Aldridge - Vice President,
Lynn Hathcock - Secretary
and Leca Dew - Treasurer.
Carol held a short meet-
ing with eight members and
Mrs. Lauri Putman, guest,
present. She gave the trea-
surers report and ask all the
members to be thinking and
deciding if they wanted to
try for a festival this fall. She
will contact all members lat-
er on this subject. We would
like to thank all involved
with the organizing of this
lovely day, of education and
visiting. Please let’s keep
Leca and Jeff Dew in our
prayers.

for our labor force to make a
full recovery.

Recovery Should Benefit

Rural Communities

As more Americans return
to work, I am leading sev-
eral initiatives to help boost
hiring in Mississippi com-
munities. This past week 1
reintroduced the Rural Jobs
Act, which would attract bil-
lions in private investment to
rural communities through
expanded tax credits. I also
reintroduced the Reaching
America’s Rural Minority
Businesses Act. This legisla-

tion would authorize up to
10 business centers at His-
torically Black Colleges and
Universities, providing a base
of support for entrepreneurs
in rural minority communi-
ties. Both bills have received
bipartisan backing and would
move us closer to our goal
that the recovery should in-
clude all communities. As
our state economy improves,
I am committed to finding
targeted ways to spur job cre-
ation rather than offering mis-
guided incentives that would
undermine our recovery.

face it, you are describing a
4-year-old bedtime basket
case — yet another in a long
list of casualties of parent/
child co-sleeping. And to
think there are trusted “ex-
perts” out there who recom-
mend this emotionally crip-
pling practice! I could name
names, but I’'m writing this
in an uncharacteristically
charitable mood.

First, the longer you cater
to your daughter’s bedtime
drama, the worse it is going
to become. I strongly en-
courage you to begin your
daughter’s bedtime rehabili-
tation next Friday night, at
the latest. If possible, take
Thursday and Friday off
work and implement the fol-
lowing solution on Wednes-
day night. That gives you
four nights of “cure” before
you go back to work, and
four nights ought to do it.
Second, there is no way of
doing this without upsetting
your daughter. Just keep in
mind that her screams are
symptoms of withdrawal,
and withdrawal is painful
but not harmful. Third, the
solution will be more trau-
matic for all concerned if
introduced in stages. It ab-
solutely must be introduced
all at once, cold turkey, and
once introduced, you must
not waver.

The solution: On Tuesday
night, tell your daughter that
you’ve spoken with her doc-
tor, and he said you can no
longer, come the big day, lie
down with her at bedtime,
nor can she come into your
bed in the night. Remind her
that people are required by
the laws of common sense
to do what their doctors tell
them to do. But you’ve de-
cided that after you put her
to bed and leave (Do not

linger!), she can turn on ev-
ery light in her room and
take her time falling asleep.
You’ll even give her a sleep-
ing bag and set up a tent for
her to sleep in if that’s what
she wants. Sleeping can be
an adventure! But she must
sleep in her room. The doc-
tor said so, and that’s that.

Furthermore, the doctor
said that when you go to bed,
you must lock your door.
She can drag her sleeping
bag into the hall outside your
door and sleep there, but you
cannot so much as open your
door until morning.

Again, the key is not to wa-
ver. Your daughter is prob-
ably going to scream, cry,
beg, and make promises to
the effect that if you allow
her to sleep with you just one
more night, she’ll never ask
to sleep with you again. Be
prepared for a night straight
out of a Stephen King novel,
but don’t you dare open that
door! In the morning, act like
nothing happened. Only two
or three more nights to go!

Keep this in mind: When
this is over, and it soon will
be, you’ll see a much hap-
pier little girl waking up in
the morning.
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It's Time To Stock Your Pond!
Delivery Will Be:
Tuesday,

June 8

Winona 1:00-1:45 @
Hi-Grade Farm Supply
Lexington 2:45-3:30 @

Lexington Farm Supply
Yazoo City 4:30-5:15@
Davis Feed &
Farm Supply
“LIKE"” us on Facebook!

FISH WAGON

To Place an Order Call
1-800-643-8439
www.fishwagon.com

2020 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report
South Holmes Water Assaciation
FWS#: 0260014
May 2021

We're pleased 1o present 10 you Ihis years Annual Quality Water Report. This report is designed 1o inform you about the quality water and services we
deliver to you every day. Our constant goal is 1o provide you with & safe and dependable supply of drinking waler. We wanl you 1o understand the

efforts we make to continually improve the water reatment
walter, Qur waler source is from wels drawing Tram the Cockfield Auifer

rocess and protect our water resources. We are committed to ensuring the guaty of your

The source waler assessment has been completed for cur public water sysiem to determine the overall susceptibility of its drinking water supply to

identified potential sources of contamination. A report containing detailed information on how the susceptivilty determinations were

has been

furnished o oUr public water system and is Svailabie for viewing UPON Teques!, The weils for the SOUIM Holmes Water Association have received lower

susceplib@ty rankings to contamination

I you have any questions aboul this report or cancerning your waler uliy, please contact Lonnie Sanders al 662 5827382 We wanl our valued
customers to be informed about their water utilty, If you want ta leam more, please aitend any of our regularly scheduled meetings. They are held on
the second Tuesday of each monih al 5:00 PM at 5453 HWY 17 Soulh, Pickens, MS 39145

We rautinely monitor for contaminants in your drinking water according 1o Federal and State aws. This table below lists all of the drinking water
contaminants thal were detected during the period of January 1* 1o December 31", 2020, In Cases where maniloring wasn't required in 2020, the table

refiects the most recent resuits. As water iravels over the surface of land ar

it dissolves s and, in some cases,

radioaciive materials and can pick up substances or contaminants from he presence of animals cr from human activly, micobéal contaminants, such

a8 viruses and bacteria, that may come from e troatment plants
contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naluraly eccur

septic systems, agricutural livestock operations, and wildife; inorganic

113 OF TESUIL 11O UTBAN SIOAM-WaTer snoll, INSUSIial, oF domestic wastewnter

discharges, oil and gas production, mining, o farming, pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a vaniety of sources such as agricuture, urban
storm-water runoff, and residential uses; orpanic chemical contaminants, including synthelic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of
industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations and seplic systems. radicaclive contaminants, which can be

naturally ooourr

o be the resull of oll and gas production and mining activities. In order to ensure thal tap waler is safe to drink, EPA prescribes.

reguiations that mit the amaunt of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. Al drinking water, including botfied drinking water,

may be reasonably expected to

contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. IS Amportant to remember that the presence of these

contaminants does not necessarily indicate thal the water poses a heaith risk

In this table you will find many terms and abbreviaticns you might not be: familiar with. To help you betler understand these lerms we've provided the

following definitions:

Action Lavs! - the concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water systam must follow.

Maximum Contaminant Levet (MCL) - The "Maximum Allowed” (MCL} is the highest level of & contaminant thal is abowed in drinking water. MCLs are
set as close 1o the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treaiment lechnalogy.

Maximum Contovninant Leve! Geal (MGLG) - The "Goal'(MCLG) s the level of a contaminant in drinking waler below which there is ne known of
safaty.

expected risk to health. MCLGs alow for 8 margin of

Maximum Residval Disinfactant Level (MRDL) — The highest level of a disinfectant allewed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addiion

of a disimfectant is necessary 1o control microblal contaminants,

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG) - The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or expacted risk of
health, MRDLGS do ot reflect the benefils of the use of disirfectants 1o control microbial cantaminants.

Parts per ailfon (opm) or Miligrams per hter (mg) - 6o part per million Garresponds 1o one minute i twe years or a single penny in $10,000,

Parts per billion (pab) or

diter - ane part per billi

o one minute in 2,000 years, of a single penny in $10,000,000

PWS #: 0260014 TEST RESULTS
Contaminant Viclaton level | Rangeof Detecisor | Unt | MCLG | MCL | Likely Source of Contammnation
TN | colcied | Ontectes | bof Sampies | Measre
g -ment
MCLIACL
| In norgarlﬂcil;iontammants
10. Bamum 2018 0018 | NoRange pom z] 2 Dlscharyeof g st dmhaggl
netural
14_Copper W 201820 | 1 [ pom
18 Fluaride N 2019* "7 No Range ppm 4 4 | Erosion of natural deposits; water
‘addiive which promotes sirong
teeth; discharge from fertiizar
and
Sodum [ 2019 79000 | 74000 - 79000 oo 0 0 | Road Sall, Waler Troatment
‘ ‘Chemicals, Water Softeners and
Sewage Effluents
Disinfection By-Products
B1. HAAS N ‘ 2018° 7y ‘ No Range pEb [ ‘ [ Bynoaua of drinking water
| digsnfectior
Chiorine In [ 2020 | a [3-4 [ mgn 0| MROL =4 | Water additive used 1 control microhes

* Mast recent sample. No sample required for 020,

e are reguired 1o monir your drinking water or specifi constiuents on & oy basis. Rasuls of raguiar munllunng are an indicator of whether or
Wi

ot our drinking water meets health standards. In an efort lo ensure

missing samples prior fo the end of the compliance period

OH now nolifies systems of any

If presen, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young childen. Lead in drinking waler is
primarily from materials and components associated wilh service lines and home plumbing, Gur water system is responsible for providing high quality
drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, yau can

minimize the potential for lead exposure by

Tushing your 1ap for 30 seconds 1o 2 mintes before USING water for AnNking oF eooking. If you are

concarned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested Infarmation on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can
take 10 minimize exposure is avaitable from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline o at hitp:itwww.epa govisatewaterfiead. The Messissippl State Depanment
of Health Public Health Laboratory offers lead testing. Please contact 601.576.7582 if you wish o have your waler lested.

All soufees of drnking water 8é Subject 1o potential contamination by substances thal are naturally OECUITINg Of Man made. These substances can be

microbes, inorganic or arganic chem

icals and radioactive substances. All drinking water, including bottied water, may reasonably be expected to contain

at least small amounts of some confaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the waler poses a health risk. Maore
information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency's Safe Drinking Water

Hotline at 1.800.426 4791

B e O AW e 1 R AL T i I s
oiherapy, persons who have undergone argan transplants, people with HIVIAIDS or other immune system disorders,

with cancer undergoing che:

persons such as persons

some elderty, and infants can be particularly at sk from infections, These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care
providers, EPA/CDC guidelines on approprate means 1o lessen the risk of infection by and other are

awallable from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline 1,800 426 4791

The South Holmes Water Associalion works around the clock to provide top qualily water fo every tap. We ask that all our customers help us pretect
our water sources, which are the heart of our community, our way of ife and our children's future




