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PUBLIC HEARING
THE WEST HISTORICAL AND PRESERVA-

TION SOCIETY WILL HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING 
ON MONDAY, JUNE 14, 2021, AT 4:00 P. M. IN 
THE  ALEXANDER BROCK BUILDING IN WEST, 
MISSISSIPPI IN ACCORDANCE WITH REGULA-
TIONS ESTABLISHED BY THE UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE – RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT DIVISION.  THE PURPOSE OF 
THIS MEETING IS TO ALLOW THE PUBLIC TO 
BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH THE WEST HIS-
TORICAL AND PRESERVATION SOCIETY AP-
PLICATION FOR FEDERAL FUNDING THROUGH 
THE RURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY FA-
CILITIES PROGRAM AND DISCUSS WHETHER 
AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT WOULD BE IN-
VOLVED. 

THE PUBLIC IS ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND, 
PARTICULARLY THOSE PERSONS DIRECTLY 
BENEFITING FROM THE PROJECT.

Pictured are (left to right) Holmes Community College’s Director of Health Science 
Programs Ginger Meriwether, MSN; President Dr. Jim Haffey and Director of Finan-
cial Aid Clate Holleman, Ed.D., following Meriwether and Holleman’s graduation 
from the Mississippi Community College Leadership Academy.

News Release 
Holmes Community Col-

lege’s Director of Financial 
Aid Clate Holleman, Ed.D. 
and Director of Health Sci-

Holleman and Meriwether 
graduate from leadership program

ence Programs Ginger Meri-
wether, MSN, recently grad-
uated from the Mississippi 
Community College Leader-
ship Academy.

The MCCLA is organized 
around the practical needs 
for future community col-
lege leaders, specific to the 
Mississippi community col-
lege system. The program 
was developed in 2009 to 
address the projected need 
for upper-level leaders in the 
Mississippi community col-
lege system.

Holleman joined the 
Holmes family two years 
ago. Prior to his position at 

Holmes, he worked as a fi-
nancial aid administrator at 
Belhaven and the University 
of Mississippi.  

Holleman earned a bach-
elor’s degree in English, a 
master’s in higher education 
and a doctorate in educa-
tion from the University of 
Mississippi. He is a mem-
ber of the Mississippi As-
sociation of Financial Aid 
Administration (MASFAA), 
the Southern Association of 
Student Financial Aid Ad-
ministration (SASFAA) and 
the National Association of 
Financial Aid Administra-
tors (NASFAA). Holleman’s 
hobbies include playing golf, 
playing guitar and collecting 
coins, and he is also a mem-
ber of Christ United Meth-
odist Church of Jackson. He 
and his wife, Virginia, have 
two sons: John (3) and Ben 
(8 months). 

Meriwether has served as 
director of health science pro-
grams for three years but has 
been at Holmes for 14 years 
total. She previously served 
as an Associate Degree 
Nursing (ADN) instructor. 
Prior to working at Holmes, 
she was employed by Gre-
nada Lake Medical Center 
and Grenada Lake Medical 
Center Home Health Agency 
for eight years, was a school 
nurse for East Tallahatchie 
School District for two years 
and a charge nurse for North 
Sunflower Hospital for one 
year. She has also served as 
coroner/medical examiner 
investigator for Tallahatchie 
County for 16 years.

Meriwether holds a Mas-
ter of Science in Nursing 
from Delta State Univer-
sity, a Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing from Mississippi 
University for Women and 
an Associate of Applied Sci-
ence degree (ADN) from 
Holmes. She is president of 
the Mississippi Coroner and 
Medical Examiners Associa-
tion (MSCMEA), a member 
of the National League for 
Nursing (NLN) and a mem-
ber of the Mississippi Com-
munity College Board Lead-
ership Forum. She was also 
named Parent of the Year for 
the Grenada School District 
twice.

Meriwether is an ac-
tive member of Emmanuel 
Baptist Church of Grenada 
where she assists with youth 
activities, leads Vacation 
Bible School (VBS), sings in 
the choir and is an ensemble 
member. She is also a vol-
unteer first responder for 
Cascilla Volunteer Fire De-
partment, a member of Delta 
Kappa Gamma Society In-
ternational and a member of 
New Century Book Club. 

In her spare time, Meri-
wether enjoys being out-
doors: hunting, fishing and 
gardening are some of her 
favorite hobbies and she 
processes and cans as much 
produce as possible every 

year. She loves listening to 
all styles of music, reading 
different genres of books and 
trying out new recipes. Most 
of all, she enjoys spending as 
much time as possible with 
her family. Meriwether and 
her husband of 24 years, Al, 
have a daughter, Meredith 
(16), and a son, Will (13).

Previous MCCLA gradu-
ates from Holmes include 
Diane Allgood, Dr. Alice 
Austin, Ryan Beggs, Dr. 
Mike Blankenship, Dr. Mi-
chelle Burney, Dr. Don 
Burnham, Martha Cofer, Dr. 
Kathryn Cox, Dr. Stepha-
nie Diffey, Steve Diffey, Dr. 
LaWanda Herron, Dr. Joye 

Jones, Dr. Luke Jones, Kay 
Kelly, Dr. Tonya Lawrence, 
Dwight Myrick, Bronwyn 
Martin, Slade Redwine, Matt 
Surrell, Dr. Larry Webster, 
Dr. Amy Whittington and Dr. 
Amy Wolgamott. 

For more information on 
MCCLA, visit https://www.
mccb.edu/mccla.

News Release
Prescription benzodiaz-

epines can treat several condi-
tions, including epilepsy, panic 
disorder, and generalized anx-
iety disorder. However, pro-
fessionals continue to debate 
as to whether long-term use of 
these drugs are medically ac-
ceptable. As more information 
has surfaced regarding these 
drugs' addictive potential, 
medical professionals have 
shied away from prescrib-
ing them. Psychiatrists have 
argued that benzodiazepines 
have a low potential for abuse 
when taken as prescribed, but 
studies show that over 10 mil-
lion people are not using them 
as their doctor advised.  

Benzodiazepines are in-
volved in over 10,000 over-
dose deaths per year, usually 
combined with other drugs, 
like opiates. There is also a 
pronounced effect associ-
ated with the use of benzo-
diazepines, like Xanax, best 
described as a reduction in 
the ability to make rational 

Drug and Alcohol 
Rehabilitation 
and Education

decisions. This effect mani-
fests itself in various ways, 
and there have been instances 
of users doing things that are 
remarkably out of character 
for them. These can range 
from harmless to potentially 
deadly. There are reports of 
users getting up in the middle 
of the night and doing things 
like laundry, or dishes, only 
to have entirely forgotten the 
next morning what took place 
the night before. More sinister 
manifestations include steal-
ing for thrills, getting into 
fights, and spending sprees 
far outside of one’s budget. 
People make unwise decisions 
under the influence of Xanax, 
and sometimes the conse-
quences are grave.

Poor decisions aside, there 
are several unavoidable con-
sequences of Xanax abuse. 
Some of the more common 
ones are:
· Sedation
· Lightheadedness
· Decreased heart rate
· Decreased respiration

· Decreased blood pressure
· Slowed reflexes
· Irritability or depression

Dependency and 
Withdrawal

Daily use of benzodiaz-
epines, even as prescribed, 
causes the body to develop 
a tolerance. This tolerance 
eventually turns into a depen-
dency. This can be life-threat-
ening if withdrawals begin 
unexpectedly. When someone 
is dependent on benzodiaz-
epines, it means they need it 
to function normally. When 
someone becomes physically 
dependent on benzos, they 
will experience withdrawal 
symptoms like vomiting, 
sweats, convulsions, and sei-
zures. These symptoms are 
potentially deadly.

For more information on 
benzodiazepine abuse, visit: 
https://www.narcononnew-
liferetreat.org/blog/five-
shocking-facts-about-xanax.
html
ADDICTION SCREENINGS

Narconon can help you 
take steps to overcome ad-
diction in your family. Call 
today for free screenings or 
referrals. 1- 800-431-1754

This letter can be attributed 
to Caleb Hughes, Director 
of Public Relations at Nar-
conon.


