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News Release 
Kelsi White, a graduating 

Senior of Germantown High 
School was named the win-
ner of the 5th Annual Frank 
“Super Fantastic” Branch 
Scholarship in the amount of 
$500.00.  Kelsi is the grand-
daughter of Rev. Charles 
White of Pickens.

Major (R) Frank J. Branch 
(Durant Attendance Center 
and Alcorn State University) 
has long been a proponent of 
academic excellence as evi-
denced by his generous finan-
cial donation to college bound 
high school seniors who have 
demonstrated excellence in 
academic, achievement, lead-
ership, and community ser-
vice. Over the past two years, 
his sons (Marvin Fletcher 

Pictured above are: Sydney Ellis  - Madison Central High School, Xavian Branch – 
Jim Hill High School, Major Frank J. Branch, and  Kelsi White - Germantown High 
School. Not in photo: Clinecia White and Joshua Briscoe both from Saint Joseph 
Christian School.

5th Annual Frank “Super Fantastic” 
Branch Scholarship awarded

from Durant High School and 
Jackson State University and 
Jeremy Branch from Murrah 
High School and Xavier Uni-
versity in New Orleans) have 
played a major role in helping 
him to keep this scholarship 
alive through their financial 
contributions. This year: they 
awarded five (5) scholarships 
(1st place - $500, 2nd place 
- $400), two (2) 3rd places 
- $300 each, and 4th place - 
$200). These scholarships are 
open to the following high 
school seniors: family mem-
bers, Jim Hill High School, 
JPS-JROTC Battalions, New 
Hope Baptist Church (1555 
Beasley Road, Jackson, MS) 
and Holmes County Cen-
tral School System (Lex-
ington, MS). Major Branch 

stated that Kelsi’s applica-
tion scored the highest out 
of all entries. Other scholar-
ship winners were 2nd place 
- $400 (Xavian Branch – Jim 
Hill High School), 3rd place 
- $300 (Sydney Ellis - Madi-
son Central High School/
New Hope Baptist Church), 
3rd place - $300 (Clinecia 
White  - Saint Joseph Chris-
tian School/New Hope Bap-
tist Church), and 4th place - 
$200 (Joshua Briscoe – Saint 
Joseph Christian School/
New Hope Baptist Church). 
2021 – 2022 Seniors, please 
check with your high school 
counselor or Major (R) Frank 
J. Branch at fbranch3815@
gmail.com on February 1, 
2022 for our 2022 Scholar-
ship application. 

I have always loved chil-
dren.  As a young person, I 
did a lot of babysitting for 
families in my home town of 
Lexington, Mississippi.  In 
high school, I spent an hour a 
day helping in the kindergar-
ten at Central Holmes Acad-
emy.  It must have been my 
calling to become a teacher.

Different people enjoy dif-
ferent age groups.  Junior 
high and upper elementary 
are my favorite age groups 
to teach. The youngest I 
have ever taught was second 
grade.  Even though I have 
never taught “the little ones”, 
I admire those who have the 
love and patience to do so.  I 
enjoy visiting, observing and 
talking with the younger set, 
but never thought that was 
my cup of tea for teaching.  

My husband, Steve, has 
had a difficult time keep-
ing a straight face many 
times when a little one has 
been sent to his office for 
disciplinary reasons.  Not 
too long ago we were gro-
cery shopping and I heard 
a little voice screaming, 
“Hey, Coach Flemming!”  
He looked up at his mom 
and said, “He knows me real 
good, I go see him in his of-
fice all the time.”

When my son was in kin-
dergarten, he came home one 
day and told me that he was 
his teacher’s favorite student 
in class.  I told him that she 
loved everyone just the same.  
He adamantly stood by his 
statement. When I asked him 
why he had come to that con-
clusion, he replied, “Because 
she pulled my desk right up 
to the front of the room to sit 
by her and she picks me to 
be the one to stay in at recess 
every day!”

Today I have some “fun-
nies” from some 3 – 5 year 
olds.  You can’t make this 
stuff up.  Nothing is funnier 
than real life, particularly 
real life with children. 

*A young girl asked her 
grandmother how old she 
was.  Granny replied that she 
was so old she couldn’t even 
remember her age.  The girl 
told her to look in the back of 
her panties because hers says 
five to six.

*A young boy kissed his 
Mom good night and told 
her that he loved her so much 
that when she died, he was 
going to bury her right out-
side his bedroom window.

*A young girl had an ear-
ache and went to the medi-
cine cabinet to get some 
Tylenol.  She tried in vain 
to open the bottle and her 
mother explained that it was 
a child proof bottle and she 

would have to open it for her.  
Eyes wide with wonder, the 
little girl asked, “How does 
it know it is me?”

*A young girl was drinking 
juice when she got the hic-
cups. “Please don’t give me 
this juice again,” she said, “It 
makes my teeth cough.”

*A young boy was in his 
bedroom looking worried 
when his Mom asked what 
was troubling him, he re-
plied, “I don’t know what 
will happen with this bed 
when I get married.  How on 
earth will my wife fit in it?”

*A young boy was en-
grossed in a young couple 
who were hugging and kiss-
ing in a restaurant.  Without 
taking his eyes off of them, 
he asked his Dad: “Why is he 
whispering in her mouth?”

*A young girl was with 
her mother when they met 
an elderly, rather wrinkled 
woman her Mom knew.  The 
young girl looked at the 
woman for a while and then 
asked, “Why doesn’t your 
skin fit your face?”

*A young boy was listen-
ing to a Bible story.  His dad 
read: “The man named Lot 
was warned to take his wife 
and flee out of the city, but 
his wife looked back and was 
turned to salt.”  Concerned, 
the young boy asked: “What 
happened to the flea?”

*On a particular Sunday 
sermon, the preacher began 
to pray: “Dear Lord, without 
you, we are but dust…”  He 
would have continued but at 
that moment a very obedient 
young boy who was listening 
leaned over and asked quite 
audibly, “Mom, what is butt 
dust?”

Hope you enjoy this 
week’s recipes for desserts.  I 
have been looking for a par-
ticular recipe and ran across 
a few favorites that I haven’t 
thought about lately.  Thanks 
for reading.

FIVE  FLAVOR  
POUND  CAKE

2 sticks butter
3 cups sugar
1 cup milk
5 eggs, beaten
3 cups plain flour
½ cup vegetable shorten-

ing
1 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. vanilla extract
1 tsp. lemon extract
1 tsp. rum extract
1 tsp. coconut extract
1 tsp. butter extract
Glaze:
1 cup sugar
½ cup water
1 tsp. of each of the flavor-

ings used in the cake
Cream butter, shortening 

and sugar in the mixer.  Add 
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eggs, one at a time.  Add 
flour and milk alternately 
(add baking powder to flour.)  
Add all flavorings and mix 
well.  Bake in a greased and 
floured tube or bundt cake 
pan at 300 degrees for 1 ½ 
hours.  

Glaze:  Combine all ingre-
dients in a heavy saucepan.  
Bring to a boil and stir until 
sugar is melted.  Pour over 
hot cake while still in pan. 
Let set until cake is cool.

COCONUT  GLOP  
CAKE

Cake:  1 Duncan Hine but-
ter cake mix

Make as directed on pack-
age, using 2 8-inch round 
cake pans. When cake is 
cool, cut each layer horizon-
tally – you will have 4 lay-
ers.

Glop:  2 cups sugar
           8 oz. sour cream
 12 oz. shredded 
 coconut
 *2 cups Cool Whip
Mix all ingredients and 

refrigerate for 2 hours. Stir 
and take out 1 cup to reserve 
for icing.  Place the glop be-
tween the layers of the cake.

Icing:  Mix together the 1 
cup of reserved glop and 2 
cups of Cool Whip.  Cover 
the cake with icing and store 
in the refrigerator for at least 
24 hours.  Can be held in the 
refrigerator for up to 2 days.

EASY  BANANA  
PUDDING

2 (3 oz.) pkg. vanilla in-
stant pudding

2 cups milk
8 oz. sour cream
1 (14 oz.) can sweetened 

condensed milk
1 (8 oz.) Cool Whip
4 bananas, peeled and 

sliced
1 (12 oz.) box Vanilla wa-

fers
Mix the pudding mix, 

milk, sour cream, condensed 
milk and Cool Whip well.  
Alternate layers of pudding 
mixture, bananas and wafers, 
ending with vanilla wafers 
on top.  Chill for at least 3 
hours before serving.

*Sometimes I top the pud-
ding with another layer of 
Cool Whip and top with va-
nilla wafer crumbs.

 *Lee Ann Fleming is a 
Holmes County native, food 
columnist and has garnered 
fame for her recipes fea-
tured in the film, The Help. 
Fleming can be reached at  
lafkitchen@hughes.net.


