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SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Inside Holmes County ..................................... $35.00
In Mississippi ................................................... $40.00
Outside Mississippi ..........................................$50.00

Senior Citizens (60 or older)
Take $1.00 off the above rates.

To Subscribe, mail with your check to:
Holmes County Herald

P.O. Box 60
Lexington, MS 39095.

Please enter a subscription to the Holmes County Herald to the following:

Name _________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________________________

State & Zip _______________________________________________________

Amount enclosed $  _________________________________________________
(Checks Only, No Cash)

Don’t be in the dark!  
Keep up with the latest 

news with a 
subscription to the 

CLASSIFIEDS
RENT TO OWN
Or outright sale. Very 
nice, large house in good 
neighborhood in Tchula.  3 
Bedroom, 2 Bath, Central 
HVAC, on large shaded lot. 
Move in ready. Availability 
mid-June. Call 662-392-
2286.

6-10tfnb
_______________________

Mississippi Today
by Kate Royals and Will 

Stribling
A group of cybercriminals 

hacked the Vicksburg War-
ren School District’s serv-
ers last month and claimed 
to have employees’ person-
al information and internal 
school documents.

A group that calls it-
self “Grief” breached the 
school’s servers through a 
ransomware attack on May 
28. 

“The network of War-
ren Vicksburg School was 
screwed and now we have 
about 10 GB of data from 
file servers, including in-
ternal company documents 
and personal information,” 
the group’s website read 
before it was removed. 
“According to our rules 
we are publishing this data 
step by step in case if this 
company will keep silence 
(sic).”

While the district de-
clined to answer whether it 
paid a ransom to the group 
to prevent the release or 
sale of personal informa-
tion, Brett Callow, a threat 
analyst at the antivirus 
company Emisoft, said 
when the cybercriminals 
remove the threat from 
online, “it’s usually an in-
dicator they are in negotia-
tions or have been paid.”

A district spokesper-
son said Thursday they 
are “working to determine 
what information might 
have been affected.”

A Mississippi Department 
of Education spokeswoman 
confirmed the district had 
contacted the department 
in recent weeks about the 
attack. George Co. School 
District also made the de-
partment aware it had been 
attacked in recent weeks. 
It’s unclear if the attacks 
were carried out by the 
same group.

Most employees in Vicks-
burg Warren School District 
first heard of the breach 
Friday morning, two weeks 

Mississippi school districts
targeted by ransomware attacks

after it occurred and after 
Mississippi Today asked 
the district why teachers 
had not been informed their 
personal information may 
have been compromised.

“On May 28, we identi-
fied suspicious activity on 
some of our computer sys-
tems. We immediately took 
steps to stop the activity 
and investigate it further,” 
a Friday email from Su-
perintendent Chad Shealy 
to district employees said. 
“Out of the concern to pro-
tect our staff and students, 
the District engaged an in-
dependent cybersecurity 
expert and law enforcement 
to help in our investiga-
tion. At this time, there’s 
no evidence that employee 
sensitive information was 
accessed or misused.”

The Vicksburg attack 
comes after last month’s 
ransomware attack on the 
Colonial Pipeline and doz-
ens of other American enti-
ties in recent weeks, renew-
ing fears about technology 
being used to hold the gov-
ernment or entire sectors of 
the economy hostage.

The phenomenon is not 
new to Mississippi schools. 
In October of last year, Ya-
zoo Co. School District was 
also the victim of a ransom-
ware attack and was made 
to pay $300,000. 

Superintendent Ken Bar-
ron said the district’s in-
surance provider handled 
the attack and paid the ran-
som, and a cybersecurity 
company negotiated with 
the hackers. Since then the 
district has upgraded its 
firewalls, reconfigured its 
servers and taken several 
other measures to ramp up 
its protection against future 
threats, but leaders are still 
unsure exactly how the at-
tackers made it into the 
school servers.

“It’s a growing concern” 
among schools in Missis-
sippi, Barron said, noting 
he knew of another Missis-
sippi superintendent who 

recently increased his dis-
trict’s insurance coverage 
in case of future cyber at-
tacks.

At least four Mississippi 
school districts or universi-
ties have been targeted in 
ransomware attacks since 
2013, according to a da-
tabase compiled by Sta-
teScoop, though others may 
not have been publicly dis-
closed. The Oxford School 
District was targeted in 
2016, though officials said 
they did not pay a ransom. 
The FBI investigated the 
Oxford hack.

Callow said attacks in 
other school districts led 
to extremely sensitive in-
formation being released 
online.

“An attack in Ohio’s To-
ledo Public Schools has 
been especially egregious. 
Information posted on the 
hacker’s website in October 
includes Social Security 
numbers and dates of birth 
for students and employees, 
disciplinary and disability 
information on students, 
employee evaluations and 
exam grades,” Callow said. 
“It included the identities 
of an eighth-grader listed 
as emotionally disturbed, a 
ninth-grader suspended for 
sexual activity and a roster 
of foster children.” 

Callow said while it’s dis-
appointing when schools 
and other companies pay a 
ransom to the cybercrimi-
nals, it’s not surprising. 

“Unfortunately, it’ll help 
keep schools in the cross-
hairs. If a sector proves to 
be profitable, they’ll keep 
on hitting it,” he said. 

Aside from Vicksburg 
Warren, “Grief” has also 
apparently targeted Lan-
caster Independent School 
District in Texas, Clover 
Park School District in 
Washington and Mobile 
County in Alabama. The 
Mobile County attack ap-
parently shut down systems 
for three days and sparked a 
federal investigation.

William Rogers of Lexing-
ton is among the list of dis-
tinguished Northwest Mis-
sissippi Community College 
students to be recognized for 
earning a place on the Presi-
dent’s List for their outstand-
ing academic work during 
the Spring 2021 semester.

The President’s List in-
cludes students completing 
a minimum of 12 academic 
hours with a 3.75 or better av-
erage in a four-point system.

Northwest is a learning-
centered community that 
provides a wide range of 
nearly 100 pathways and 
programs in academics, 
health sciences and career-
technical education to best 
prepare our students to con-

Rogers named to 
President’s List

tinue their education or im-
mediately enter the work-
force following graduation. 
Northwest fosters a culture 
of innovation, collaboration 
and student success in or-
der to provide opportunities 
within our community.

*Mississippi State
(Continued from page 1.)

Tanner’s homer.
Tanner Allen made Mississip-

pi State’s second diving catch, 
stranding two in the fourth, and 
the Bulldogs hit three doubles in 
a two-run inning.

Mississippi State starter Hous-
ton Harding struck out four in 
four innings, and Landon Sims 
(4-0) added four more strikeouts 
in the final four innings.

Notre Dame (34-13) trailed 
10-2 but got within four when 
Niko Kavadas blasted his 22nd 
home run of the season in the 
seventh to extend his single-
season program record. Kavadas 
grounded out with two on and 
two outs in the ninth.

Notre Dame starter Will Mer-
cer threw 23 pitches in the first 
and four Irish pitchers combined 
for five walks in the second.


