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(Jackson, Miss.) – The 
Mississippi Department 
of Environmental Quality 
(MDEQ) released an appli-
cation package today for the 
funding of nitrogen oxides 
(NOx) emissions reduction 
projects. This funding op-
portunity is a reimburse-
ment program for qualifying 
projects under the State of 
Mississippi Volkswagen En-
vironmental Mitigation Pro-
gram. The project submittal 
deadline is October 29, 2021.

MDEQ invites universi-
ties, private organizations, 
non-profit organizations, 
businesses, and any county, 
city, state, or other local 
government in Mississippi 
to submit applications to 
implement cost-effective and 
innovative projects to reduce 
NOx emissions.

The Volkswagen Diesel 
Settlement required VW 
to establish a $2.7 billion 
Environmental Mitigation 
Trust Fund to be distributed 
among states to fund eligible 
mitigation projects to replace 
diesel emission sources with 
cleaner technology to re-
duce excess nitrogen oxide 
emissions. VW established 
the Mitigation Trust Fund 
in part to settle claims that 
it sold vehicles with “defeat 
devices” designed to cheat 
emissions tests. Mississippi 
has been allocated approxi-
mately $9.8 million to fund 
projects designed to reduce 
NOx emissions in the state.   

The application package 
outlines the process of ap-
plying for funding and infor-
mation on the background of 
the program, the entities and 
projects eligible for funding 
as well as the required ap-
plication content and proce-
dures. The project selection 
process, a timeline of for 
administering the grant, and 
other details regarding proj-
ect requirements are also in-
cluded in this package.

The list of eligible projects 
is predominantly focused on 
the reduction of diesel emis-
sions which are a large con-
tributor of NOx emissions. 
Reducing diesel emissions is 
currently one of the most im-
portant air quality challenges 
in Mississippi. Although 
more stringent emission 
standards have taken effect 
for new, heavy-duty, on-road 
and non-road engines, older 
diesel engines still in use 
will continue to emit large 
amounts of nitrogen oxides 
and particulate matter for 
years to come. These pol-
lutants affect many areas of 
the state and hinder its abil-
ity to continue to comply 
with National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards, and they 
contribute to public health 
problems.

MDEQ will award funds 
on a competitive basis and 
will only consider complete 
applications submitted by 
the submission deadline. A 
review committee consist-

MDEQ Releases Application for NOx 
Emissions Reduction Projects

ing of MDEQ staff will re-
view proposals and will as-
sign points to each proposal 
based on criteria listed in the 
application package. Project 
proposals will be ranked ac-
cording to the total points 
received.

More information can be 
found on the MDEQ Air Di-
vision’s webpage here.

(NAPSI)—Enabling K-12 
schools to reopen for in-per-
son learning is a high prior-
ity for parents, communities 
and governments. In fact, 
President Biden’s National 
Strategy for the COVID-19 
Response and Pandemic 
Preparedness was launched 
to fund COVID testing for 
teachers, staff and students 
in an effort to create a safer 
return-to-school environ-
ment.

Getting kids back to in-
person learning will mean 
giving working parents a 
break, letting parents return 
to full-time work, reduc-

COVID Testing In 
Schools: What 
You Should Know

Pooled COVID-19 testing in K-12 schools can reduce the 
time it takes to uncover positive cases in the classroom.

ing the expense of tutors or 
childcare and providing a 
near-normal learning experi-
ence.

Nevertheless, concerns 
linger over COVID in the 
classroom and the possibil-
ity of children bringing the 
virus home. School districts 
have looked at options for 
student testing but at the top 
of many lists is pooled test-
ing. Here are some common 
questions and answers about 
that:
What is pooled COVID 
testing?

Pooled COVID-19 test-
ing combines swabs from 
consenting individuals in a 
classroom and runs them as 
a single test. This can sig-
nificantly increase testing 
capacity and lower costs. 
School personnel are trained 
to operate and monitor on-
site sample collection, usu-
ally done weekly. In the 
event of a positive pool, the 
entire pool is quarantined 
and individually retested. 
But students who test nega-

tive can return to school im-
mediately.
Does my child need to par-
ticipate?

Participation is optional 
but according to district 
supervisors, most parents 
participate because regular, 
proactive testing can offer 
peace of mind. Knowing 
your child is in a COVID-
free pool can make sending 
them to in-person learn-
ing less stressful. Proactive 
pooled testing alerts parents 
if a pool tests positive—
which can be faster than 
finding out only after a child 
starts showing symptoms. 
It also means that parents 
know if a child tests posi-
tive, even if they are asymp-
tomatic.
Can I trust the results?

Yes, in many states, pooled 

testing is already being ad-
ministered by trained school 
personnel. Swabs are tested 
by Helix, a CLIA-certified 
lab, identified as having one 
of the most sensitive PCR 
tests on the market in an in-
dependent study conducted 
by the FDA. 
Does testing my kids at 
school cost me anything?

No, having your kids tested 
for COVID at school on an 
ongoing basis doesn’t cost 
families anything. It pro-
vides a convenient way to 
protect all family members 
and creates a safer in-person 
learning environment. 
How can I learn more?

For further information, 
contact your school and ask 
about pooled COVID-19 
testing and visit www.helix.
com.


