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Crossword Puzzle

WASHINGTON, D.C. – 
U.S. Senator Cindy Hyde-
Smith (R-Miss.) today joined 
fellow Republicans on the 
Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee in send-
ing President Biden a letter 
that calls on him to withdraw 
his nominee to lead the Bu-
reau of Land Management 
(BLM).

The letter highlights the 
false and misleading state-
ments made by nominee 
Tracy Stone-Manning in a 
sworn statement to the Com-

Hyde-Smith seeks withdrawal 
of Biden BLM nominee
Energy Committee Republicans Highlight Nominee’s False & Misleading 
Statements, Past Ties to Eco-Terrorist Cell

mittee.  The Senators also 
point out Stone-Manning’s 
extremist activities that dis-
qualify her to lead the BLM, 
which administers almost 
250 million acres of federal 
lands and nearly 700 million 
acres of subsurface mineral 
rights.

“We believe that Ms. 
Stone-Manning’s false and 
misleading statements, as 
well as her extremist ac-
tivities, disqualify her from 
serving as Director of this 
important agency,” the Sena-

tors wrote.  “Any individual 
who leads this important 
agency must have the faith 
and trust of the American 
people.  Ms. Stone-Manning 
has violated this trust.”

The letter included an 
appendix that details the 
facts of the case and dem-
onstrates why Stone-Man-
ning’s nomination must be 
withdrawn.

Ranking Member John 
Barrasso (R-Wyo.) led the 
letter, which was also signed 
by Senators Jim Risch (R-
Idaho), Mike Lee (R-Utah), 

Steve Daines (R-Mont.), 
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alas-
ka), John Hoeven (R-N.D.), 
James Lankford (R-Okla.), 
Bill Cassidy (R-La.), and 
Roger Marshall (R-Kan.).

Read the full letter below.
Dear President Biden:

We request that you with-
draw the nomination of Ms. 
Tracy Stone-Manning to 
serve as Director of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior’s 
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM).

We do not make this re-
quest lightly.  Ms. Stone-
Manning has made false and 
misleading statements in a 
sworn statement to the U.S. 
Senate Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources 
(Committee) regarding her 
activities associated with an 
eco-terrorist cell whose tree 
spiking in Idaho’s Clearwa-
ter National Forest in 1989 
put lives at risk.  Tree spiking 
involves hammering a metal 
rod, nail, or other material 
into a tree trunk, either at the 
base where a logger might 
cut into the tree, or higher up 
where it would affect a saw-
mill that later processes the 
wood.  Tree spiking causes 
damage to saws – and to the 
loggers and sawmill work-
ers using them – if the tree 
is cut.  A logger or sawmill 

Something that happens to 
me quite often, is I wake up 
in a hotel and forget where 
I am. It may be that I’m on 
a hunting trip or away at a 
speaking gig, but I wake up 
and before my eyes open, 
my mind tells me I’m home. 
There’s been a few times 
I’ve woken up in the dark 
and made my way to the 
bathroom. In my mind, how-
ever, I’m at home, so I go 
down the hallway or make 
a left turn, or something like 
that. And there have been 
other times I have walked 
into a mirror or tried to grab 
a doorknob on a window or 
opened the door to the ho-
tel hallway thinking it was 
the door to that bathroom. 
As quick as possible, I must 
get my wits about me, snap 
out of it, and realize where I 
am in order to make the right 
adjustments. I am in an area 
that is home to a university. 
Students move here from all 
parts of the country.  They’re 
finding out important things 
like how we communicate, 
our customs, and what soup 
beans are. While they are 
here, they will make new 
friends and have new direc-
tions. And they will adapt 
their living because of the 
new place they have been 
transplanted. Most of them 
will spend a few years here 
while planning to either re-
turn home or to some other 
desirable destination. But 
what if they could never 
go back? What if that op-
tion was off the table? And 
what if one day, I woke up 
in a place that was my new 
home? And I could never go 
back. What if that happened 
to you? What could you do? 
Well, you might grumble, 
but what good would that 

do? You might long for days 
gone by. You might become 
a hermit and never associ-
ate with anyone. You might 
even try to change the people 
around you, so they become 
more like you. There is one 
more option. You could 
change and adapt. And if you 
are a Christian, you could 
see this as the hand of God 
and could say, “Alright Lord, 
I get it. I’ll change. I’ll adapt. 
I’ll live as your follower in a 
land that is different than my 
own.”

Did you know that several 
stories in the Bible give us 
this scenario? I think of peo-
ple like Joseph, Daniel, Ne-
hemiah, Meshach, Shadrach, 
and Abednego. All of these 
woke up to another coun-
try and culture. And if you 
look at each of these stories 
you will notice some simi-
larities. Namely these. They 
embraced their new culture 
while keeping their convic-
tions and their commitment 
to God. Here’s another way 
to put it. You can adapt to 
your culture and still keep 
your commitment and your 
convictions. So here we have 
these men who woke up 
in a place that was all new 
to them. Here’s what they 
didn’t do.

They didn’t grumble.
They didn’t long for days 

gone by.
They didn’t complain 

about the government.
They didn’t sit and sulk.
They didn’t condemn ev-

erybody and everything.
Instead, they kept their 

commitment. They followed 
their convictions. They em-
braced their culture.

And They allowed God to 
use them to change their new 
world.
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         MILLER

Maybe you feel like you 
are waking up to a country 
that is new. It’s not home. It’s 
different. You may not even 
like it. You can grumble, 
complain, sit, sulk, blame 
and condemn. Or just maybe 
you can believe God wanted 
you to be alive now, for such 
a time as this, and embrace 
the culture as your new place 
of ministry. 

gary@outdoortruths.org

worker may suffer serious 
injury or even death if his or 
her saw cuts into a tree spike 
and breaks.  In fact, the lives 
of the head sawyer and other 
sawmill workers at Plum 
Creek Manufacturing’s saw-
mill in Pablo, Montana, were 
endangered when their saw 
hit one of the tree spikes from 
the 1989 incident.  Wildland 
firefighters are also at risk 
from tree spikes.  It is our 
understanding that some of 
the tree spikes from the 1989 
incident are still in place and 
remain a serious threat to 
public safety today.

We believe that Ms. Stone-
Manning’s false and mis-
leading statements, as well 
as her extremist activities, 
disqualify her from serving 
as Director of this important 
agency.  As you are aware, 
the BLM manages one in ev-
ery ten acres of land in the 
United States, and approxi-
mately thirty percent of the 
nation’s minerals.  The BLM 
also manages close to 65 
million acres of forests and 
woodlands across twelve 
western states and Alaska.  
Any individual who leads 
this important agency must 
have the faith and trust of 
the American people.  Ms. 
Stone-Manning has violated 
this trust.

President Obama’s first Di-
rector of the BLM, Bob Ab-
bey, initially endorsed Ms. 
Stone-Manning’s nomina-
tion, but has now retracted 
his support in light of recent 
reports about her activi-
ties associated with the tree 
spiking event.  In an article 
published in the Daily Mon-
tanan on June 18, 2021, 
titled “Stone-Manning’s 
nomination doomed after 
tree-spiking incident?,” Mr. 
Abbey was quoted as stating 
that Ms. Stone-Manning’s in-
volvement with the tree spik-
ing event “should disqualify 
her” from serving as Direc-
tor of the BLM.  “BLM needs 
a really strong leader,” he 
said.  “To put someone in 
that position that has this 
type of resume will just bring 
needless controversy that is 
not good for the agency or 
for the public lands.” 

Attached is an Appendix 
presenting the facts sup-
porting why Ms. Stone-
Manning’s nomination must 
be withdrawn.  We look for-
ward to working with you 
to approve a nominee that 
respects the rule of law and 
is committed to protecting 
American lives.  Your favor-
able consideration of this 
important request is greatly 
appreciated.


