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(Continued from page 1.)
emergency be declared. It is
not uncommon for the state
board to announce a poten-
tial interim superintendent
before a takeover is official.
At multiple hearings in past
years, the board has named
ahead of the governor’s dec-
laration.

In Tuesday’s hearing, a
Mississippi  Department of
Education employee told
State Board of Education
members she was not able
to verify that the district had
agreements with universities
to help its uncertified teach-
ers receive the coursework
and training they needed by
the following year, as Super-
intendent Debra Powell had
said.

The lawsuit, however, at-
taches copies of memoran-
dums of understanding with
Alcorn State University and
Jackson State University,
though both are missing sig-
natures from the contact per-
son at each university.

“The District, does, and
did, have those relation-
ships,” the lawsuit states.

The district also takes is-
sue with the fact that it was
not afforded an exit confer-
ence or interview per MDE’s
own policy that auditors
“will schedule a time to meet
with the superintendent and
school board chair to con-
duct an exit conference” near
completion of the investiga-

tion.

This is not the first time a
school district has resorted to
legal action to prevent a state
takeover. In 2017, the Jack-
son Public School District
filed a temporary restraining
order against the Commis-
sion on School Accredita-
tion, the state Board of Edu-
cation and the Mississippi
Department of Education to
prevent a state takeover after
the commission and depart-
ment both found an extreme
emergency situation  ex-
isted in the district. A Hinds
County Circuit Court judge
denied it, the Clarion Ledger
reported at the time.

Separately, a group of JPS
parents filed a federal law-
suit against state education
officials for failing to include
them in the decision-making
process over the district’s
fate.

In the end, legal battles
were not what saved the dis-
trict from takeover. Instead,
then-Gov. Phil Bryant de-
clined to declare a state of
emergency and opted to cre-
ate a commission to evaluate
the district.

However, Governor Tate
Reeves approved the board’s
request on Thursday, August
5.

The status of the suit filed
by the Debra Powell and
the board is unknown at
this time. As of press time,
authorities involved in the
suit could not be reached for
comment.

I am sitting on my back
porch writing tis news. I
see Mr. Lee Wright headed
to one of his doctors. His

granddaughter ~ Cassie is
moving in next door to him.

Thanks to the supervisors,
the mayor, home extension
office and everybody that
helped to get the food boxes
out on Saturday morning. I
imagine the food was a help
to a lot of people. A special
“thanks” goes out to them
for advertising it on the radio
so the people could know
about the food giveaway.

Now the supervisors, the
mayors and the boards of al-
dermen for Holmes County
need to contact North Cen-
tral Planning and Develop-
ment District and see if they
can get some food vouchers
for free vegetables for the
people in Holmes County.
The number to call is 662-
283-2675.

On Friday, I rode to Mc-
Cool with one of my friends
to check on her brother.
When we got there, he was
doing fine.

My mailbox fell off of the
post, first Sunday. Monday
morning my neighbor, the
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You’re in good shape
either way
Dear Dave,

I can’t decide whether to
sell or keep a rental property.
Except for the property in
question I’'m debt-free, and I
make $90,000 a year. I owe
$20,000 on the property, and
it is worth $65,000. What do
you think?

George
Dear George,

You’re in pretty good
shape financially, and you
could probably pay off the
rental property in a year or
two. So really, it’s a matter
of personal preference. I
will say this; there’s noth-
ing worse than being a
landlord if you don’t want
to be one.

It’s not a bad thing to feel
that way. Some folks have
fun and enjoy landlording
for a while, but then other
things become more impor-
tant. It’s your life and your
feelings that matter at this
point.

neighborhood caretaker, Mr.
Joe Morgan, put it back on
the post. The board under the
box had rotted.

First Sunday, I was too sick
to attend church. My acid re-
flux was acting up, plus my
arthritis was whipping my
right leg.

If you still enjoy dabbling
in real estate and being a
landlord, go for it. If the
shine has worn off, get rid of
the place. If the latter is the
case, you’ll get the responsi-
bility of being a landlord off
your back and become debt-
free all at the same time!

—Dave
Long distance flip?
Dear Dave,

I’ve been following your
advice for about a year. I'm
almost out of debt, and I live
on a budget, but looking to-
ward the future it seems like
it will be very difficult to
save up for a down payment
on a home. I live in Chicago,
and property prices are very
expensive. | have a friend
in Georgia who suggested |
buy a less expensive prop-
erty there, then fix it up and
flip it to make the money I
would need for a down pay-
ment. What do you think of
this idea?

Erik
Dear Erik,

When you take on the kind
of work you’re talking about,
you need to oversee what’s
happening every step of the
way. You’re working out de-
tails, keeping an eye on the
crew, and having to handle a
dozen other issues tied to the
project. Plus, you can’t just
walk up to a house or see it

online, buy it, and expect to
come out ahead in the deal.

People who flip houses
for a living professionally
eyeball dozens, sometimes
hundreds, of properties to
buy just one. It’s not an easy
way to make money, and it’s
definitely not something I’d
recommend doing from a
distance. In short, I wouldn’t
do it, Erik. Fixing and flip-
ping properties is a hands-on
business, and trying to do it
from 700 miles away would
be a nightmare.

Just keep on working the
budget and save as much as
you can. I’d consider get-
ting a part-time job for a
while to add to the down
payment fund before I’d try
to fix and flip a house that
far away.

— Dave

* Dave Ramsey is a seven-
time #1 national best-selling
author, personal finance ex-
pert, and host of The Ramsey
Show, heard by more than 16
million listeners each week.
He has appeared on Good
Morning America, CBS This
Morning, Today Show, Fox
News, CNN, Fox Business,
and many more. Since 1992,
Dave has helped people re-
gain control of their money,
build wealth and enhance
their lives. He also serves as
CEO for Ramsey Solutions.
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Get extra benefits at no extra cost to you

Extra benefits may include:

Up to $800 per year to buy OTC products,
plus $360 per year for healthy food
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uhccp.com/MSdual

Up to $3,000 for covered types of preventive
and comprehensive dental services

$0 copay for 60 one-way rides to or from
a doctor’s office or pharmacy

There’s more for you.
Call today.

1-855-877-5496, TTY 711

$0 drug copays on all tiers of covered medications
with option for home delivery
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United

Healthcare
Dual Complete

"Based on market share of CMS enrollment data (April 2021).

Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the State Medicaid
Program. Enroliment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare. $0 copay may be restricted to particular tiers, preferred medications, or home delivery prescriptions during the
initial coverage phase and may not apply during the coverage gap or catastrophic stage. OptumRx is an affiliate of UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company. You are not required to use OptumRx home
delivery for a 90-100 day supply of your maintenance medication. Benefits, features and/or devices vary by plan/area. Limitations and exclusions apply. © 2021 United HealthCare Services, Inc. All

Rights Reserved.
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