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Little ads 
get 

BIG results

List in the Directory

Call the Herald at 662-834-1151

Visit us in Tchula, Lexington, 
Durant, Pickens and Canton.

MON. - FRI. 9 A.M. TO 5 P.M.  •  662-653-4106  
15481 BOWLING GREEN ROAD •  DURANT, MS

Need help getting approved 
for Long Term Care?

Let us guide you through 
the application process.

• 662-834-9007 •

Attorney at Law
Jim Arnold

• Chapter 13 Bankruptcy •
No upfront fee except filing fee

• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy •

333 EAST MULBERRY ST.
DURANT, MS 39063

662-653-6448

OFFICES LOCATED AT:

$545 plus costs

Attorney Fees through the Plan

435 EAST BEACON ST.
PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350

601-656-6914
104 SOUTH LAFAYETTE ST. 

STARKVILLE, MS 39759
662-324-1666

300 West Madison St.

HAMMETT MOTOR CO.HAMMETT MOTOR CO.
INTERSECTION OF
 HWY. 12 W & 51 N

DURANT
CALL US AT 662-653-3141

www.hammettmotorco.com

COME IN AND ORDER YOUR 
2022 FORD NOW!!!

F-150
All New Expedition

Explorer
All New Ranger
All New Bronco

All New Bronco Sport
Escape

*Maverick-“NEW”
All New Super Duty

I have a suggestion of a 
type of plant most likely to 
hold up in our gardens this 
time of year. Heads up: You 
might be dismayed. 

Keep in mind that I just 
returned from 
my second home 
in northern Eng-
land, during 
which I reported 
on the brand-
new Royal Hor-
ticultural Society 
garden named 
Bridgenorth, and 
wandered through 
countless villages 
and home gardens 
chock full of plants that love 
their cool climate. 

The small, neatly edged 
lawns, lush flower beds, 
jumbles of strongly contrast-
ing shrubs, hanging baskets 
and other containers are no-
tably stunning, for a couple 
of reasons. 

One, British gardeners 
stick with what they know 
does well in England. Their 
botanic gardens are proving 
grounds, flower shows get 
the message out, and gar-
den centers have full-blown 
display gardens demonstrat-
ing how to use them. In 
short, they focus on finding 
out, then doing, what makes 
sense in their climate. 

They can’t fathom why we 
try doggedly try to force al-
luring but difficult Florid-
ian, Midwestern, or British 
plants to perform well in 
Mississippi. 

This doesn’t mean their 

Synthetic. Bogus. Fake.
roses and hydrangeas don’t 
have leaf spots, or their 
weeds are any easier to deal 
with. They are just less like-
ly to “get their knickers in a 
twist” over cosmetic issues. 

And if something 
doesn’t do well at 
all, they simply re-
place it and move 
on, as they have 
done for centuries. 
If a tree dies, they 
plant vines on it 
or push the stump 
over to create a lit-
tle naturalistic fo-
cal point. And yes, 
they distract from 

less-than-perfection by over-
accessorizing with gnomes.

Anyway, when I got back 
to Jackson it took just half an 
hour to remember what I’ve 
been missing. First clue was, 
stepping off the plane, being 
slapped in the face by hot, 
wet air. By the time I trudged 
up my garden path and no-
ticed the faded magnolia on 
my year-old state flag hang-
ing listlessly in the heavy 
evening air, I was flagging, 
too. 

But nearly all my shrubs, 
flowers, and even potted 
plants have done just fine, 
because over the years I have 
settled on those that can take 
months of abject neglect. 
My overstuffed cottage gar-
den never gets watered or 
sprayed, and needs very little 
pruning, because my life’s 
too short to fool with fussy 
flowers. Those that fail, get 
composted. 

So, after half a century of 
professional ornamental hor-
ticulture, I embrace native, 
heirloom, and tried-and-true 
new plants, and including 
whatever newbies MSU’s 
Gary Bachman has vetted for 
us. I have a free list, if you 
email me for it. 

But, in the spirit of full dis-
closure - and please don’t be 
too judgmental, especially 
if you wear lipstick - a few 
of my flowers are unnatu-
ral. Synthetic, Bogus. Fake. 
Latin name could be Plastica 
silkfolia tackysanthemum.

You’d actually have to 
touch some of them to realize 

they are shams. But consider 
how most of us already ac-
cept some unnatural garden 
features, including gnomes, 
fairies, saints, toadstools, 
rocks hauled from hundreds 
of miles away, flower flags, 
and even little water gardens 
which are just faux ponds. 

Likewise, in very difficult 
settings, plants that are arti-
ficial (from ancient Latin ar-
tificium meaning “artistry”) 
have their places; besides, 
modern materials are far 
more realistic, many even 
with detailed blemishes, than 
the old plastic ones.

In a mean prank, I recently 

FAUX FLOWERS IN ENGLAND

FELDER
 RUSHING

posted an uncaptioned photo 
on the Mississippi Gardening 
Facebook site of a fabulous 
English windowbox over-
spilling with lush flowers. 
It got many dozens of likes, 
oohs, and ahhs, ‘til someone 
noticed that the flowers are 
silk. 

But it certainly showed 

that, when needed, even top 
garden designers know to 
surrender to practicality.   

Felder Rushing is a Missis-
sippi author, columnist, and 
host of the “Gestalt Garden-
er” on MPB Think Radio. 
Email gardening questions 
to rushingfelder@yahoo.
com.


