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Visit us in Tchula, Lexington, 
Durant, Pickens and Canton.

MON. - FRI. 9 A.M. TO 5 P.M.  •  662-653-4106  
15481 BOWLING GREEN ROAD •  DURANT, MS

Need help getting approved 
for Long Term Care?

Let us guide you through 
the application process.

• 662-834-9007 •

Attorney at Law
Jim Arnold

• Chapter 13 Bankruptcy •
No upfront fee except filing fee

• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy •

333 EAST MULBERRY ST.
DURANT, MS 39063

662-653-6448

OFFICES LOCATED AT:

$545 plus costs

Attorney Fees through the Plan

435 EAST BEACON ST.
PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350

601-656-6914
104 SOUTH LAFAYETTE ST. 

STARKVILLE, MS 39759
662-324-1666

300 West Madison St.

HAMMETT MOTOR CO.HAMMETT MOTOR CO.
INTERSECTION OF
 HWY. 12 W & 51 N

DURANT
CALL US AT 662-653-3141

www.hammettmotorco.com

COME IN AND ORDER YOUR 
2022 FORD NOW!!!

F-150
All New Expedition

Explorer
All New Ranger
All New Bronco

All New Bronco Sport
Escape

*Maverick-“NEW”
All New Super Duty

Though the summer gar-
den is still going full tilt, I 
felt a cool waft of Autumn 
the other morning, just 
enough to let me know 
that its busy ant 
time again. This 
lazy grasshop-
per needs to get 
up and do some 
weeding, soil 
reworking, and 
gathering stuff 
to start planting 
for late fall, win-
ter and spring.  

I’m a Stoic at 
heart, trying to 
maintain a practical in-
difference to both good 
and bad events; recogniz-
ing that my glass is both 
half empty and half full, 
I appreciate what I have 
without pining for what I 
don’t, which helps me get 
the most out of the situa-
tion at hand. 

Case in point: in spite of 
the damage caused to my 
garden by recent hurricane 
winds and rain - limbs 
down, zinnias toppled, 
part of a shed knocked 
awry - I found a silver lin-
ing in how my usual end-
of-summer hard-baked 
soil has been softened and 
its moisture topped up in 
time to plant my fall veg-
gies and flowers. 

So, after pulling a few 

Plant garlic now
weeds and roughing out 
tree and vine seedlings 
that popped up over the 
summer, I dug into some 
nearly bare patches in 

flower beds, 
hand-tilling in 
my fading spring 
mulch and a lit-
tle compost and 
topped it with 
freshly fallen 
leaves and a lay-
er of bark mulch. 
Now I have gar-
den spots ready 
to go just as soon 
as my local gar-

den center gets stocked 
with little transplants of 
broccoli, cabbage, swiss 
chard, kale, and some 
violas and pansies. Now 
the hard part’s done, and I 
have all month to get stuff 
planted.

It’s almost time to set 
out garlic, one of the easi-
est winter crops. I grow 
both mild and fiery-hot 
kinds for cooking, plus 
appreciate the winter fo-
liage and late spring fist-
size flowers. I have a few 
leftover cloves from last 
spring, plus last weekend 
I found some at a garden 
center and bought a cou-
ple of fat, locally grown, 
clove-packed bulbs from 
a local farmers’ market 
grower. And I begged 

three heirloom elephant 
garlic “toes” from a gar-
den friend.  

Sometime late this 
month or early October I 
will plant the individual 
cloves about four inches 
apart and a couple inches 
or so deep in some well-
drained flowerbed soil and 
a few in big pots along 
with winter flowers to 
brighten my porch and 
decks. Because they have 
such shallow roots and fer-
tilizers tend to wash away, 
I make a point to fertilize 
very lightly when I plant, 
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and again when the foli-
age is a few inches high, 
and then just let them go. 

Some I grow just for 
the flowers, but for most I 
simply pop off the pointy 
buds as they appear in late 
winter (they are edible), to 
keep energy going down 
to the bulbs. When the tall 
leafy tops turn yellow next 
spring I will dig them, cut 
off all but a few inches of 
stem, and hang them out 
of the weather to cure so 
they will store better.

There’ll be more stuff 
to plant, from both tradi-

tional and unusual spring 
flowering bulbs to cold-
hardy flowers like snap-
dragons, colorful kales, 
and sweet Williams and 
other dianthus. And I al-
ways strew seeds onto 
bare dirt of mixed color-
ful lettuces, carrots, beets 
(all which have beautiful 
foliage) and overwinter-
ing annuals that need fall 
sowing like larkspur, co-
reopsis (our official state 
wildflower), and black-
eyed susan. 

And the beds and bare 

spots that I won’t plant 
this winter get a good 
sprinkling of clover seeds 
to both look good all 
winter and provide rich 
“green manure” to dig in 
next spring. 

Sooo… planning is done. 
planting time is nigh.   

Felder Rushing is a 
Mississippi author, col-
umnist, and host of the 
“Gestalt Gardener” on 
MPB Think Radio. Email 
gardening questions to 
rushingfelder@yahoo.
com.


