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Notice of Closing
We will be closed 

Thursday, November 25 for 
Thanksgiving Day.

We will be open Friday, Nov. 26 
from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m.

JACKSON, Miss. (AP) — 
A Mississippi woman faces 
charges for fraudulently re-
ceiving food benefits, state 
officials said.

The 29-year-old woman 
from Foxworth, Mississippi, 
was arrested after investiga-
tors found she received an 
over-issuance of Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance 
Program benefits in the 
amount of $26,161 because 
she failed to report income 
and household composition 
accurately, the Mississippi 
Department of Human Ser-
vices said in a news release 
Wednesday.

SNAP fraud investigation 
leads to arrest in Mississippi

A grand jury indicted the 
woman on Nov. 9 on a state 
charge of welfare fraud and 
she turned herself into au-
thorities in Marion County 
on Monday, the department 
said. She

“This investigation and 
ultimate prosecution demon-
strates the controls we have 
in place to identify, investi-
gate, and eliminate fraud in 
our programs,” MDHS Ex-
ecutive Director Robert G. 
Anderson said. “This is also 
a great example of coopera-
tion between our county of-
fice, investigations team, and 
local law enforcement.”

By Emily Wagster Pettus
PARCHMAN, Miss. (AP) 

— A man who pleaded guilty 
to killing his estranged wife 
and sexually assaulting her 
young daughter as her moth-
er lay dying was put to death 
Wednesday evening, becom-
ing the first inmate executed 
in Mississippi in nine years.

David Neal Cox, 50, aban-
doned all appeals and filed 
court papers calling himself 
“worthy of death” before 
the state Supreme Court set 
his execution date. He ap-
peared calm as he received 
a lethal injection. A coroner 
pronounced him dead at 6:12 
p.m. CST at the Mississippi 
State Penitentiary at Parch-
man.

Cox pleaded guilty in 2012 
to capital murder for the 
May 2010 shooting death of 
his estranged wife, Kim Kirk 
Cox. He also pleaded guilty 
to multiple other charges, 
including sexual assault. A 
jury handed down the death 
sentence.

Cox wore a red prison 
jumpsuit and was covered by 
a white sheet during the ex-
ecution. Wide leather straps 
held him down on a gurney.

“I want my children to 
know that I love them very 
much and that I was a good 
man at one time,” Cox said 
just before the injection 
started. “Don’t ever read 
anything but the King James 
Bible.”

Cox thanked the state cor-
rections commissioner, Burl 
Cain, for “being very kind 
to me. And that’s all I got to 
say.”

Cox appeared to take sev-
eral deep breaths after the le-
thal chemicals started flow-
ing through a clear plastic 
tube into his body, and his 
mouth moved some. He was 
pronounced dead within a 
few minutes.

Among those who wit-
nessed the execution was 
Cox’s now 23-year-old step-
daughter. She was 12 when 
he sexually assaulted her 
three times in front of her 
wounded mother as he held 
them and one of her young-

Mississippi executes man who 
killed wife, terrorized family

This undated photo pro-
vided by the Mississippi 
Department of Corrections 
shows David Neal Cox. The 
Mississippi Supreme Court 
has set a Nov. 17, 2021, ex-
ecution date for Cox, who 
withdrew his appeals. He 
pleaded guilty in Septem-
ber 2012 to shooting his 
wife Kim in May 2010 in 
the town of Sherman, sexu-
ally assaulting her daugh-
ter in front of her, and 
watching Kim Cox die as 
police negotiators and rela-
tives pleaded for her life. 
(Mississippi Department of 
Corrections via AP)

er brothers hostage on the 
night of May 14 and May 15, 
2010, in the small town of 
Sherman.

Mississippi carried out six 
executions in 2012. The state 
does not have any others 
scheduled among the more 
than 30 people currently on 
its death row.

States have had difficulty 
finding lethal injection drugs 
because pharmaceutical 
companies began blocking 
the use of their products to 
carry out death sentences.

The Mississippi Depart-
ment of Corrections revealed 
in court papers earlier this 
year that it had acquired 
three drugs for the lethal 
injection protocol: mid-
azolam, which is a sedative; 
vecuronium bromide, which 
paralyzes the muscles; and 
potassium chloride, which 
stops the heart.

Cain told The Associated 
Press on Tuesday that the 
drugs listed in the court re-
cords were the ones being 
used for the execution. He 
would not say where the de-
partment obtained them.

Cain, the onetime head of 
the Louisiana state peniten-
tiary in Angola, witnessed 
several executions in that 
neighboring state before he 
took up his new role in Mis-
sissippi. He stood by Cox 
during the execution.

“You couldn’t make it 
more picture perfect than we 
had tonight,” Cain told re-
porters afterward.

A group that opposes ex-
ecutions, Death Penalty Ac-
tion, said earlier that killing 
an inmate who surrendered 
all appeals would amount to 
“state-sponsored suicide.” 
The group had petitioned Re-
publican Gov. Tate Reeves to 
block the execution of Cox, 
but Reeves’ spokeswoman 
said the governor declined 
to intervene because Cox ad-
mitted to “horrific crimes.”

Attorneys from the Missis-
sippi Office of Capital Post-
Conviction Counsel repre-
sented Cox in recent years. 
After the state Supreme 
Court set his execution date, 

Cox sent a handwritten state-
ment strongly objecting to 
their continued involvement. 
The office director, Krissy 
C. Nobile, said Tuesday that 
after “considerable and dif-
ficult deliberation, and out 
of respect for David Cox’s 
autonomy and stated desire,” 
the office did not plan any 
more appeals for him.

Kim Cox’s father, retired 
law enforcement officer 
Benny Kirk, said David Cox 
called during the night of the 
attack and said he had shot 
Kim. Benny Kirk spoke on 
the phone with his daughter 
and she told him: “‘Daddy, 
I’m dying.’”

Police surrounded the 
house and tried to get David 
Cox to release his wife and 
the two children. Kim Cox 
was dead by the time the or-
deal ended after more than 
eight hours.

The Associated Press does 
not usually identify victims 
of sexual assault but Cox’s 
stepdaughter, Lindsey Kirk, 

Card 
Of Thanks

We want to express our 
sincere thanks to everyone 
who participated in and con-
tributed to the Friends of 
Lexington Public Library’s 
book sale, bake sale and 
“Jail for Dollars” fundraisers 
for 2021. All proceeds will 
be used to purchase library 
materials (books, magazines, 
newspapers, and DVDs) and 
to fund library programming.
Sincerely,
Executive Board
Friends of Lexington 
Public Library

JACKSON, Miss. – The 
Mississippi Department of 
Education (MDE) Office of 
Child Nutrition (OCN) is 
seeking sponsors to oper-
ate the 2022 Summer Food 
Service Program (SFSP) 
throughout the state. The 
federally funded program 
provides nutritious meals to 
school-age children (0-18 
years) during the summer 
months. Meals and snacks 
are served to children in 
places such as schools, 
churches, playgrounds, li-
braries and parks.

Potential New Summer Food 
Service Program (SFSP) 
Sponsors Sought for 2022

Organizations interested in 
feeding children nutritious 
meals during the summer 
and ending food insecurity 
in Mississippi are invited 
to attend one of four SFSP 
“Squash” informational ses-
sions in January 2022. These 
sessions will provide details 
and answer questions about 
the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) Summer 
Feeding Program. These 
hands-on sessions will also 
provide examples of quality 
and nutritious meals that can 
be served to children in Mis-

agreed to be interviewed and 
talk about what happened to 
her. She told The Associated 
Press last week that David 
Cox had sexually assaulted 
her for a few years when her 
mother was out of the house, 
and that he threatened to kill 
them if she told anyone.

While staying with her 
grandparents in the sum-
mer of 2009, Kirk texted her 
mother and told her of the as-
saults by her stepfather. Soon 

after that, David Cox was ar-
rested and charged with stat-
utory rape, sexual battery, 
child abuse and possession 
of methamphetamine. He 
was released in April 2010 
without standing trial. Kim 
Cox obtained a restraining 
order against him, and she 
moved to her sister’s home.

Kim Cox’s family did not 
issue a statement after the 
execution.

Questions remained about 

whether David Cox was re-
sponsible for the 2007 dis-
appearance of his brother’s 
wife, Felicia Cox, who was 
last seen in a neighboring 
county. Her daughter, Am-
ber Miskelly, recently told 
WTVA-TV that David Cox 
was the last person to see 
her mother alive. After the 
execution, Cain said David 
Cox had not spoken about 
his sister-in-law’s disappear-
ance.

sissippi.
Public or private nonprofit 

schools, units of local, mu-
nicipal, county or state gov-
ernment, residential summer 
camps and public or private 
nonprofit organizations may 
qualify as sponsors of the 
SFSP. To be eligible, poten-
tial sponsors must: (1) pro-
vide proof the organization 
is financially and adminis-
tratively capable of operat-
ing the program; (2) provide 
continuous community ser-
vice throughout the year; and 
(3) serve meals on a regular 
schedule to children or pro-
vide meals as part of an or-
ganized program for enrolled 
children at camps.

Squash Informational Ses-
sions (location details TBA):

 Wednesday,
January 12, 2022 – 

Indianola, Mississippi
Thursday,

January 13, 2022 – 
Tupelo, Mississippi

Wednesday, 
January 19, 2022 – 
Pearl, Mississippi

Thursday, 
January 20, 2022 – 

Hattiesburg, Mississippi 
To register for one of the 

informational sessions, po-
tential sponsoring organiza-
tions should email April D. 
Catchings, Director of Train-
ing & Program Outreach, at 
acatchings@mdek12.org. 
For questions, contact Susie 
Evans-Gator, SFSP Direc-
tor, at susie.evans@mdek12.
org, MDE/OCN, P.O. Box 
771, Jackson, MS  39205, or 
(601) 576-5000.

Find additional informa-
tion about the SFSP on the 
USDA website: www.fns.
usda.gov/sfsp/summer-food-
service-program.

JACKSON, Miss. – An 
official Certificate of CO-
VID-19 Vaccination that 
will verify that an indi-
vidual is fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19 is now 
available from official Mis-
sissippi State Department 
of health (MSDH) records 
through the MyIRmobile.
com website. This certifi-
cate is a convenient option 
for those who do not have 
or do not want to carry the 
vaccination card. 

You can review your 
complete immunization re-
cord, and your children’s 
immunization record (for 
children under 18 years) 

COVID-19 Certificate 
of Vaccination Now
Available Online

and retrieve your official 
MSDH Certificate of CO-
VID-19 Vaccination, which 
can be printed or down-
loaded and stored on your 
portable device or home 
computer system.  

It’s quick and easy to sign 
up for MyIR and view your 
immunization record. Just 
visit  HealthyMS.com/myIR 
for full instructions. Assis-
tance with registering your 
account is available by call-
ing 1-877-978-6453 or 601-
576-7751. 

Follow MSDH by 
email and social media 
at HealthyMS.com/con-
nect. 


