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AG Lynn Fitch Reports on Successful Hyde-Smith, colleagues denounce
Human Trafficking Operations
USPS expansion into banking
are committed to shutting
traffickers down in Mississippi and helping their victims recover without shame
or blame, but this is going
to take a statewide network
of law enforcement officers
who are trained in carrying
out trafficking operations
and providing support for
those recovered. And our
investigators are pleased to
offer that training.”
“There is no place for human trafficking in the state
of Mississippi,” said Commissioner Sean Tindell.
“The Mississippi Bureau
of Investigation, a division
of the Mississippi Department of Public Safety, will
continue to partner with the
Attorney General’s office to
prevent human trafficking,
prosecute those involved in
human trafficking, and protect the victims of human
trafficking.”
In September, at a ceremony marking a year since
passage of HB 1559, the
bill that established a fund
administered by the Attorney General’s Office to aid
service providers who assist
victims of human trafficking, as well as a coordinated program of emergency
assessment teams for suspected trafficking involving
minor victims, about 100
certified investigators were
honored. There are now
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124 certified investigators,
Jorcitystore.com from 13 Sheriff’s offices, 27
police departments, 6 State
662-834-2955
agencies, 3 college/school
police departments, and the
National Guard across MisB r i d a l sissippi.
“The collaboration beR e g i s t r y tween law enforcement and
victim services is key to
Paris Nichols
effective human trafficking
investigations,” said Sandy
Tolar Purvis
Middleton, Executive DiNovember 27, 2021
rector for the Center for
Prevention. “Due
Howell & Heggie Violence
to the expertise and speDrug Co.
cialized training these law
389 N. W. Depot St. enforcement investigators
possess, they are able to
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“Trafficking is a multibillion-dollar international
criminal enterprise, and it
can regrettably be found in
communities all across our
great State. We are
committed to shutting
traffickers down in
Mississippi and helping
their victims recover without
shame or blame, but this is
going to take a statewide
network of law enforcement
officers who are trained
in carrying out trafficking
operations and providing
support for those recovered.
And our investigators are
pleased to offer that
training.” Lynn Fitch
Attorney General Lynn
Fitch announced recent
successful human trafficking operations in Rankin,
Hinds, and Lincoln Counties. Together, they recovered five trafficking victims,
including one minor, who
were offered care and assistance. These operations
included recently trained
investigators with local law
enforcement agencies.
“Trafficking is a multibillion-dollar international
criminal enterprise, and it
can regrettably be found in
communities all across our
great State,” said Attorney
General Lynn Fitch. “We
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tors for trafficking and alert
a rapid response from certified advocates. Once victim
services are engaged, the
emergent response allows
for immediate screening of
potential victims and the
best opportunity for victims to engage in services
through the Tower program
at the Center for Violence
Prevention or another partner agency.”
“We also want to empower Mississippians to
help rid their communities
of trafficking,” continued
Attorney General Fitch.
“Through our Be The Solution initiative, we are
sharing with citizens the
signs of trafficking and the
hotline number to report
it. Calling a tip into 1-888373-7888 or texting INFO
to 233733 is the first step
these certified investigators
need to catch a trafficker
and help their victims recover with dignity, hope,
and peace of mind.
We can all be aware, be prepared, and Be The Solution.”

In Letter, Senators Air
Concerns that Shift Would
Undermine Timely Mail
Delivery
WASHINGTON, D.C. –
U.S. Senator Cindy HydeSmith
(R-Miss.),
with
Senator John Boozman and
others, today demanded the
U.S. Postal Service (USPS)
provide the statutory authority by which it launched a
new banking pilot program,
which the lawmakers consider a threat to mail delivery
and a misguided attempt to
federalize financial services.
Nineteen Senators signed a
letter to Postmaster General
Louis DeJoy questioning the
USPS authority behind its
September implementation
of a banking pilot program
that includes check-cashing
services.
“This untested program
raises serious questions
about whether these activities waste taxpayer resources
without any commensurate
benefit,” the Senators wrote.
“We are concerned that the

pilot program exceeds the
Postal Service’s legal authority and fails to comply with
relevant regulations and procedural requirements.”
The USPS launched the pilot program without notifying Congress, weeks before
its October announcement
that it will further slow service and increase prices in an
attempt to fix its own notoriously poor financial footing.
The Postal Service logged
more than $75 billion in
losses from 2007-2019.
“Given that these losses
occurred during a period of
time in which the Postal Service was exclusively focused
on mail delivery, it would
be imprudent to shift attention and resources toward
an area in which the agency
lacks expertise. It is essential that the Postal Service
address this revenue shortfall
by focusing on fixing inefficiencies with its mail delivery system, not pivoting to
financial products and offerings with which the agency

has no expertise,” the letter
said.
Hyde-Smith is the ranking
member of the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee
on Financial Services and
General Government, which
has jurisdiction over the
USPS.
Boozman led the letter,
which was also signed by
Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs Committee Ranking Member Rob
Portman (R-Ohio), Senate
Banking Committee Ranking Member Pat Toomey
(R-Pa.), and Senators John
Barrasso (R-Wyo.), Mike
Braun (R-Ind.), Tom Cotton
(R-Ark.), Mike Crapo (RIdaho), Kevin Cramer (RN.D.), Ted Cruz (R-Texas),
Steve Daines (R-Mont.), Bill
Hagerty (R-Tenn.),
John
Kennedy (R-La.), Cynthia
Lummis (R-Wyo.), Roger
Marshall, M.D. (R-Kan.),
Jim Risch (R-Idaho), Tim
Scott (R-S.C.), John Thune
(R-S.D.) and Tommy Tuberville (R-Ala.).
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