
By Jack McLaughlin
Special to The Reporter

Even though the Edgerton
Tobacco Museum deals with
artifacts from the area’s rich
agricultural past, it can still
catch a boost with the help of
modern technology.
According to Edgerton City

Council member and Edgerton
Community Heritage Founda-
tion chairperson Sarah Braun,
the Tobacco Museum will soon
be receiving this in the form of
its first-ever website, which is
nearly complete and should be
launching sometime in January.
“We’ll be adding to it as we

go, but we plan to feature some
information about the museum
and Edgerton heritage, plus
some photos as well,” Braun
said. “We’re putting together
our first fundraiser too, so the
website launch will coincide
with that and have information
about it too.”
And one of the ways the

group hopes to raise money is
through the sale of Edgerton
Tobacco Museum merchandise.
While the exact items for sale
have yet to be decided on,
Braun and company are cur-
rently working with a graphic
designer to create a logo to em-
blazon all sorts of items, from
shirts to hoodies and coffee
mugs.
“We're hoping to have mer-

chandise that has some kind of
Edgerton heritage on it,” Braun
said.
“We can make coffee mugs,

shirts and more, so you'd be
supporting the foundation, but
you would also get something
tangible as well.”
In addition to a website and

upcoming fundraiser, the mu-
seum board is preparing to host
its first-ever meeting under its

current direction. The previous
non-profit that managed the
museum lapsed and saw its
board fall into disrepair. Braun,
appreciative of local history at
all levels, took it upon herself
to help restart Tobacco Mu-
seum operations after creating
a new non-profit (the Edgerton
Community Heritage Founda-
tion) and having it registered at
the state and federal levels this
summer.
The new museum board --

which Braun worked to fill out
this fall -- currently has five
members and may eventually
see more. Currently, she serves
as chairman, Brenda Olstad is
Vice Chair, fellow Edgerton
alderperson Casey Langan is
Secretary, Joe Gallagher is
member at large and Margaret
Tadder is Treasurer. For Braun,
it was important to include Tad-
der, a member of the previous
museum board, in order to cre-
ate a smooth transition and
sense of continuity.
On the docket at the first

board meeting is the working

out of their events schedule for
this year. Additionally, the
board will soon begin moving
the Tobacco Museum artifacts
currently in storage back into
the Depot Museum and onto
display.
The Reporter will continue

to cover Tobacco Museum
news as it develops. Make sure
to check back in the coming
months for updates.

Rock County Highway De-
partment provided a salt truck
to make sure the roads used by
the water tenders did not be-
come slippery, and the Edger-
ton Department of Public
Works also assisted by salting
the area in the City of Edger-
ton near the fire hydrant being
used to fill the tenders.
Crews from McFarland Fire

Department manned the
Edgerton Fire Station until
Edgerton crews were able to
return from  the fire scene.
Edgerton Fire Chief Ran-

dall Pickering commented that
the system worked exactly the
way it is supposed to, with
enough firefighting crews to
safely attack the fire in the
freezing conditions and
enough water so crews never
ran out while battling the
blaze.  Water tenders from
Edgerton, Milton, Evansville,

Footville and Cottage Grove
provided the water, shuttled
from the closest hydrant on
Highway 59 in Edgerton.  Ad-

ditional command officers
from Milton, Janesville,
Stoughton and the Town of
Turtle also assisted.
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Looking west along Fulton Street, this was the scene of the crash on Wednesday
evening, Jan. 6.   
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Tobacco Museum to launch website, hold
first board meeting under new leadership

of the injuries to the mother
and child were not released, al-
though Kowalski said the Illi-
nois woman’s injuries were not
critical. Kowalski said the
woman remained under police
supervision at the hospital
while authorities look for an-
swers and prepare charges
against her.
Fort Atkinson Police Capt.

Jeff Davis said the vehicle
stolen from Fort Atkinson was
left parked in a driveway on
the edge of town with the keys
in the vehicle. The owner of
the vehicle was visiting rela-
tives. Police found an aban-
doned 2005 Chevy SUV left
on the scene of the stolen vehi-
cle. 
Kowalski said that, at the

scene of the accident, the Illi-

nois woman “did not know
where she was at.” He also
said  Dane County Child Pro-
tective Services was contacted
about the care of the child.
The driver of the other car

involved in the accident de-
clined any medical attention,
according to the Edgerton Fire
Department.
The Wisconsin Highway

Patrol was called to help with
the investigation of the acci-
dent. A request by The Re-
porter to the Wisconsin
Highway Patrol for the acci-
dent report was declined.
“The investigating officer

has advised this reconstruction
case is an open and pending in-
vestigation,” said a response
from the Department of Trans-
portation records office.  

Kowalski also said the case
is under investigation by his
department.
Kowalski said the woman

who allegedly stole the Mazda
in Fort Atkinson faces the po-
tential of several charges, in-
cluding theft of a motor
vehicle, endangerment of a
child and excessive speed, no
use of child restraints in the ve-
hicle, battery to a police officer
and resisting arrest.
Bolden was released from

Janesville Mercy Hospital Fri-
day after two days of being
under police supervision, said
Kowalski. He added that
Bolden, following her release
from police custody, was or-
dered to appear in court in Feb-
ruary to answer pending
charges.
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In an interview, Pickering
said most interfacility transfers
from Edgerton Hospital have
slowed, because the department
can’t respond with enough man-
power to meet impromptu calls.
He said the department needs to
meet requests from hospitals
within two to three hours, but

with limited staffing, those turn-
around times can’t be met.
“We don’t have enough staff

to cover all the requests,” Pick-
ering added.
Pickering said planned calls

scheduled in advance can be
met, but the department needs
more equipment and staffing to

broaden its interfacility pro-
gram begun in 2019.
The Edgerton Fire Protec-

tion District has authorized
Pickering to explore ways to
expand the program by adding
more ambulance and man-
power service time to the pro-
gram.

A view of the side of the Four Seasons Comfort Systems’
north shop shows the heat damage to the siding lower to
the ground in the area where the fire is believed to have
started inside the shop area.
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SARAH BRAUN

• Edgerton Community Outreach Annual Meeting.  Tuesday
Jan. 19, via Zoom. Contact Sarah Williams, 608-921-2905/out-
reachwilliams@gmail.com for more information and meeting link.
• Giftsfor Kids Annual Meeting. All welcomed! Will take place
at Edgerton Public Library on Wednesday, Jan. 27, at 5:30 p.m.
608-751-1052 or GiftsForKids1989@gmail.com  
• Social Justice: Race, Equity and Inclusion. American Associ-
ation of University Women - Janesville (AAUW) Program and
Meeting, Saturday, Jan. 23, 10 a.m. to noon. Presenting webinar,
“Holding Space: How to Start and Continue Conversations of
Race, Equity, and Inclusion.” The public is invited. Request a
Zoom invite from csalinas3767@gmail.com. The presenter, Taha-
ree A. Jackson, Ph.D., is a certified trainer of diversity trainers, fed-
eral EEO counselor, and Sexual Harassment/Assault Response
Coordinator. She is a 17-year veteran professor in Minority Edu-
cation and expert consultant at the University of Maryland, College
Park, and the National Defense University, Department of Defense.   

Coming Events


