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Obituaries

Richard Saunders

Richard C. Saunders, age
88, of Bradenton, Fla., and Ma-
zomanie, Wis., formerly of
Edgerton, Wis., died
Wednesday, Dec. 30,
2020, at his home in
Bradenton. He was
born in Edgerton on
May 8, 1932, the son
of the late Charles and
Mary Lenora (Bab-
cock) Saunders. Fol-
lowing high school
graduation, he served
in the US Air Force
during the Korean
War. Richard married
Donna Rae B. Meseberg on
Oct. 13, 1956, at St. Joseph
Catholic Church, LaCrosse. He
worked as a tool and die maker
for the University of Wisconsin
Madison for many years.
Richard enjoyed golfing, gar-
dening, woodworking, travel-
ing, hunting and fishing, but
you could always find him
around a bonfire with friends
and family.

He was preceded in death by
his parents; son, Patrick Saun-
ders; and his brother, Perry
Saunders. He is survived by his
wife, Donna Rae; 5 children:
Michael (Joanne) Saunders of
Madison, Timothy Saunders of
Edgerton; Marie (Dean Hira-
cheta) Saunders of Apple Val-

ley, Minn., Kathleen (Bob)
Brumley of Mazomanie, Sara
Saunders of Apple Valley,
Minn., daughter-in-law, Julie
Saunders-Seegers of Burling-

ton; 11 grandchildren;
9 great grandchildren;
1 great-great grand-
child; 3 siblings:
Priscilla Ann Kures of
Bradenton; Lenora
Kay Tellefson and
Soren (Dean) Saun-
ders both of Edgerton;
as well as nieces,
nephews, other rela-
tives and friends.

“Eternal rest grant
unto them, O Lord,

and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May the souls of all
the faithful departed, through
the mercy of God, rest in
peace.”

A Memorial Service will
take place in May of 2021 in
Edgerton, Wis., and burial will
follow in Evergreen Cemetery,
Albion Township, with full mil-
itary honors. Memorials in
Richard’s name may be made
to American Heart Association,
American Cancer Society or
Arbor Tree Foundation. The
family is being assisted by the
Apfel Ehlert Funeral Home &
Cremation Service, 315 Lord
St. Edgerton, WI. For online
condolences: www.apfelfuneral
.com

Lukas Yeske

Lukas Mark Yeske, “the
man, the myth, the legend,” age
41, passed away unexpectedly
on Thursday, Jan. 7,
2021. Luke was born
on March 25, 1979, to
Mark and Cindy
(Morgan) Yeske. He
worked as an operator
for Yeske Construc-
tion (“Let ‘er go”).
Luke married his best
friend Jillian (Irwin)
on Dec. 12, 2014. He
was a friend to every-
one he met and would
help anybody with
anything at any time with a
smile on his face. 

There wasn’t anything he
couldn’t do. The lessons we’ve
learned from him and the love
we have for him will never be

forgotten. His loving personal-
ity, “wise beyond his years” at-
titude, and heart of gold will
live on through all of us. Luke’s
passion was living life to the

fullest through music,
cars, boats, motorcy-
cles and snowmobiles.
Luke lived the life he
loved and loved the
life he lived. He is
survived by his loving
wife, parents, pretty
girl Riley (his dog),
Grandma June and
Justin, along with
countless family and
friends. 

HE WILL FOR-
EVER BE OUR FAVORITE
SONG.

The family extends a special
thank you to each and every
one of you. A celebration of life
will be held at a later date.

Golden Diners

The Christmas wreath, 2020 edition
Editor’s note: The following

was intended for The Re-
porter’s Christmas issue, but
was mistakenly left out.

Submitted by Nick Lowe

It started the weekend of
Thanksgiving 2020. The
weather was ideal for putting up
outside decorations this year.
Like many Edgerton residents,
I took advantage of the nice
weather. Although a single male
in my early 40’s, I consider my-
self quite festive, and I even
enjoy decorating my old house
in mostly basic holiday décor.
In one of my trips to my base-
ment for the garland and red
bows to wrap my front porch, I
noticed the wreath hanging in
the entry way to the basement,
the wreath I had hung on the
grill of my commercial delivery
work truck for many years, not
too many, maybe 8.

It was a basic plastic wreath,
probably purchased here at the
Family Dollar store. It has a
green lightweight plastic frame
and sort of shiny pine tinsel-
like rope with a few flat shiny
candy canes. The tinsel rope is
wrapped around the frame to
form the wreath. I put it in my
car to take to work the next day
and attach it to the grill of my
2019 Volvo semi truck. I knew
3 medium duty zip ties would
hold it.

That Monday morning the
wreath was hung, and I thought
the Christmas season of 2020
was underway at 70 miles an
hour down Interstate 90. At the

end of Monday, I checked on
my trusty wreath only to find it
had unraveled itself and was
messily strewn across the grill
of my semi tractor. I was
quickly saddened, as I thought
it was another casualty of the
year 2020. I clipped off the zip
ties holding the wreath on the
grill, and held the Dollar Store
wreath in my hand and thought
a moment. Was this the end of
my jolly trucking tradition?

I took the wreath home to
my garage. I carefully wound
the green tinsel rope around the
green wreath frame and at-
tached it with some small green
zipties. A few minutes later, my
wreath looked good enough and
worthy to be on the front of my
trusty Volvo truck. I checked
this afternoon at the end of my
route, and my wreath was hold-
ing steady, leading the way this
holiday season once again.

I’d like to think we all can
reflect on my cheap, but mean-
ingful, wreath and relate it to
the difficult year of 2020 we all
are having. Traditions will
probably be changed this year
and look a little different. But
hopefully a green ziptie, pa-
tience or some warm hope is all
we’ll need to make it together
through this holiday season. If
you see my white Volvo Semi
truck and black flatbed behind
it on the roads of southern Wis-
consin this year, check to see if
the wreath is there. While
you’re at it, look in the cab; see
if I found my red and white
Santa hat I usually wear while
driving at 70 miles an hour.

While dining centers are
closed due to COVID-19, ar-
rive for curbside pick-up

meals at 11 a.m.
Rock County 

Council on Aging
Golden Diners 

Dining Centers and 
Home Delivered Meals

January 13 thru January 20
The Gathering Place

715 Campus Lane, Milton
Meals served at noon
Milk is served with all

meals. Coffee and tea are
served with dining center

meals. Reservations are re-
quired. To reserve a curbside

pick-up meal or cancel a meal,
please call 757-5474 by noon
of the prior business day. Sug-
gested donation for each meal;

$4.00 (dining center) $4.00
(home delivered for home-

bound only)
Wednesday, January 13

Sloppy Joe
Whole Wheat Bun

Baked Beans
Broccoli Slaw

Warm Spiced Pears  
Thursday, January 14
Sausage Breakfast Bake

Breakfast Potatoes
Warm Cinnamon Applesauce

Tomato Juice
Cinnamon Raisin Bread 
Friday, January 15

Chicken Cordon Bleu
Casserole

California Blend
Vegetables

Corn
Mandarin Oranges

Oatmeal Raisin Cookie
Monday, January 18

CLOSED - NO MEALS
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Tuesday, January 19
Hamburger Patty

Whole Wheat Bun
Baked Beans

Carrots, Coleslaw
Jello 

Wednesday, January 20
Mac & Cheese w/ Ham

Peas
California Blend

Breadstick
Cottage Cheese

Peaches
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Church Directory

If you have further questions please 
contact your church or check the website

Albion Seventh Day Baptist Church
616 Albion Road (Rural) jj Edgerton jj 608-561-7450 

albionsdb@gmail.com j albionchurch.weebly.com
11:00  a.m. Worship Service   
UNDER CDC GUIDELINES

100 West Rollin Street jj Edgerton jj 608-884-9418
Pastor Erik Jelinek j Pastor Jerry Pribbenow

centrallutheran01@gmail.com
Sundays at 9:30am, parking lot service

Services a Our toll-free number is: 1-855-624-3266. 
The sermon and weekly hymn will be featured.

114 N. Henry Street jj Edgerton jj 608-884-6514
Rev. Lori Powell j All are welcome!

ONA - Open and Affirming • Wheelchair-accessible
Child care available

a CCaanncceelleedd bbuutt ssttrreeaammiinngg sseerrvviiccee 1100::3300 aa..mm..

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

BUSSEYVILLE CHURCH
Hwy 106 & Church Street j 608-884-8138

OPEN
Sunday Church Service  10:00 a.m. 

Cooksville Lutheran Church
Junction of State Road 59

138 & Tolles Road jj Cooksville

Handicapped-accessible
SUNDAY 10AM LIVESTREAM ON YOU-TUBE

313 E. Main Street j Cambridge  
608-423-3001

Pastor Scott Marrese-Wheeler

For details about our 
live-streaming, outdoor, and
drive-up worship services,

please see the latest 
newsletter on our website
www.ocpchurch.com.

Pastor Bob Wolniak
9209 N. Fulton St. jj Edgerton jj 608-884-8512
(One Block west of CTH H in Fulton) j www.fultonchurch.org 

Fulton Church is OPEN!
Worship Service 9:00 am - Awana Club Virtual 2:00 pm

Doors open for in-person social distancing worship.  Masks available.
ONLINE AND PHONE-IN SERVICES: Online at fultonchurch.org

Dial our toll-free 800 number to listen to the service 
Please call the church office 608.884.8512 or Deb at 262.617.6458 to register.

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
207 East High St. jj Edgerton jj 608-884-3515 

“We are a church that faithfully preaches God’s Word 
and gathers around His means of Grace.”

Rev. Carl W. Seeger j stjohnevc@gmail.com
Wednesday Worship - 11:00 am j Sunday Worship - 9:00 am

Social distancing rules apply, masks encouraged
Live-streaming on Facebook

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
409 East Court Street jj Janesville jj 608-754-3402

The Rev. Dr. Kathy Monson Lutes, Rector
www.trinityjanesville.org
Find us on Facebook

Livestreaming at 9:00 AM on Sundays

TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

726 South Main Street jj Edgerton jj 608-884-8614
Pastor Dave Nelsestuen

email: office@trinityedgerton.com
Worship on Facebook 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
112 Albion St., Edgerton jj 608-884-6931

Pastor Sukhyun Jung j www.edgertonunitedmethodist.com
Church Office Hours:Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Wheelchair-accessible
We will be live streaming 

on Facebook starting July 19 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
590 S. St. Joseph Circle j Edgerton j 608-884-3038

Priest: Rev. David Wanish j www.stjoeedgerton.org
Limited public Mass Thursday & Friday 8:00 am

Saturday 5:45 pm Sunday 10:30 am with 
Live-streaming on Facebook

For annointing of the sick, call Parish Office
(especially for the home-bound or hospitalized).

609 Campus Street jj Milton jj 608-580-0799
Pastor Luke Perry j www.crosscc.org j email: info@crosscc.org

Sunday 9:15 a.m. & 11:15 a.m. - Worship

454 E. Church Road jj Cambridge jj 608-423-3017
Communion every Sunday

a Canceled but streaming service

Central Lutheran Church

“Where faith and life intersect”
Re-opened 

One service at 10:00am Sunday

Non-Denominational Evangelical Contemporary Worship Music
Casual & Family Friendly Atmosphere

a Canceled but streaming service

“...because God loves”
Pastor Luke Allison

Services at Edgerton Community Elementary
www.emmauscc.org

The Light in the Country
(Evangelical)

OAKLAWN ACADEMY CATHOLIC SCHOOL
432 Liguori Road j Edgerton

608-884-3425
Priest: Father David Spillane LC

a Closed until further notice

2095 County Road W jj Utica jj 608-873-7077 
Home of the Utica Christian School

Sunday services at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.  
with live stream at 10:30
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Nick Lowe’s semi truck, decorated for Christmas.
Photos submitted by Nick Lowe 

Glenn and Janice Thompson
celebrate 65th anniversary
Glenn and Janice (Leitz) Thompson of 3129 W. Cox
Road, Edgerton, recently celebrated their 65th wed-
ding anniversary. They were married Dec. 3, 1955, at
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Edgerton. 

Janice is retired from the UW-Madison School of
Education. Glenn retired from the University of Wis-
consin Extension as Emeritus Professor and also re-
tired as General Manager of Wisconsin Farm
Technology from 1991-2010.

The Thompsons have three children: Randy (Cathy
Idzerda), Sue (David Wedl) and Steve (Kathy), five
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

Submitted photo


