
Frank the
Tank night
Thursday is “Frank Kaminsky
Night” at UW-Madison. The 2015
consensus National Player of the
Year will be in attendance for the
Badger men’s basketball game
against Purdue and the University
of the Wisconsin will officially re-
tire his No. 44 jersey during a half-
time ceremony. Kaminsky, who is
in his third season with the Char-
lotte Hornets, will travel to Madi-
son during the NBA All-Star break
to take part in the celebration.  No. 44 will be just the second number to hang in the Kohl
Center rafters alongside Ab Nicholas’ No. 8. Photo from  “On Wisconsin” Magazine
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WRESTLING

Submitted by Nick Hanson

Tide wrestling advances 5 individuals 
After what Coach Hanson described as “not wrestling our best” the past few

weeks,  the Tide wrestlers hit the road Saturday, hungry for one more chance to
top perennial power- house Evansville.  But team results were all too similar.
The Blue Devils finished first, claiming the regional title with 227.5 team points.
Edgerton did, however, close the gap from the previous week; the Tide’s 196.5
points were good for regional runner-up. “The team had a great year, we’re still
relatively young. I think we proved this season we’re a factor in the conference
and regional competition in the years to come.”

While the team season came to a close, five individual wrestlers are still vying
for a spot in the state tournament.  The Tide finished with three regional champs:
sophomore Ryen Hazzard (106); sophomore Cole Bavery (132); and senior Carter

Strong showing at
Evansville Regionals 

Pathway® 
from Pekin Life Insurance Company

WWW.PEKININSURANCE.COM

Welcome to the Family.

Pekin Life Insurance Company is pleased to announce: 
Apfel Ehlert Funeral Home & Cremation Service, is now offering 

Pathway,® a life insurance/annuity program that is used exclusively to fund 
funeral arrangements.  Contact them to learn more.         

315 Lord St. Edgerton • 608-884-9466
Kevin & Jenifer Apfel, Funeral Directors/Owners

Leanne Cantwell, Preneed Insurance Specialist for Burial Agreements

The purpose of this communication is the solicitation of insurance.  Respondents will be contacted by a 
licensed agent from the funeral home who will offer the Pathway®  plan from Pekin Life Insurance Company, 

which is a life insurance policy or annuity that is used to fund a funeral prearrangement.

   

 These 5 Edgerton High School wrestlers, Carter Klein, Cole Bavery, Ryen Hazzard, Garrett Ison and Daniel
Clark, took either a 1st or 2nd place to be able to advance onto High School Sectionals.   Photo by Kathy Bavery

Tide wrestling advances 5 individuals

By Troy A. Bruzewski
Special to the Reporter

Things got only worse for Big
Foot in the second half. 

Already trailing by 27 points
at half time to the Edgerton boys
basketball team, the Chiefs were
held to 12 points in the second
half as the Crimson Tide cruised
to a 77-33 win at home on Tues-
day and extended their win streak
to four games.

Jacob Fox scored a game-high
18 points for Edgerton and when
combined with the 14 points from
Dan Zeimet, the Crimson Tide’s
scoring duo nearly outscored the
entire Big Foot roster. 

“We ran the court so well, but

it was our defense,” Edgerton
coach Daryl Fox said. “Gave up
only 12 points in the second half
and turnovers is what did it. We
forced a lot of them and it gave us
chances in the open court to
score.”

Kyle Wille added 11 points for
Edgerton with nine of them com-
ing off 3-point makes. It was the
third time this season the Crimson
Tide have scored 77 points in a
game; those efforts are topped
only by their 80-point perform-
ance against Milton in the season
opener. The 44-point differential
is their largest of the season.

“I don’t think (Big Foot)
wants to see our defense again
this season,” Daryl Fox said.

“Our defense is really good.”
The lopsided victory also will

help Edgerton’s bid for a No. 1
seed in the WIAA regional.
Though a share of the Rock Val-
ley Conference title has likely
eluded the Crimson Tide, their
14-4 overall record and 11-4 con-
ference mark put them in con-
tention for a top seed. 

“At worst, we’re (seeded) No.
2,” Daryl Fox said. “If we win
out, we probably get the No. 1
(seed).” 

Edgerton hosts Brodhead on
Saturday and plays at Jefferson
on Feb. 22 before concluding the
regular season at home against
Milwaukee Academy of Science
on Feb. 23. 

Streak reaches 4 as playoffs approach
BOYS BASKETBALL

By Troy A. Bruzewski
Special to the Reporter

The Edgerton girls basket-
ball team will try to do what the
prior five teams couldn’t. 

To begin WIAA post-season
competition, the Crimson Tide
will go to Richland Center on
Tuesday to earn a road victory
that has eluded each visitor the
past month. The Hornets have
won their last five home games
leading to the post-season, and
all but one since Jan. 1. 

Edgerton coach Mike
Schmidt said based on the lim-
ited scouting of Richland Cen-
ter to this point, he expects a lot
of play to happen in the paint. 

“(The Hornets) look to be
big,” he said. “I didn’t see a ton
of outside shooting, so we’ll
need to work on clamping
down on some posts.”

The Hornets are third in the
Southwest Wisconsin Confer-
ence and were 13-7 through 20
games this season. They recov-
ered from a four-game losing
streak that lasted into Decem-
ber by going 8-2 over their next
10, including a six-game win
streak. They were on a four-
game win streak entering this
final week of the regular sea-
son, which has two road games
for the Hornets. 

GIRLS BASKETBALL

See WRESTLING,  page 10

By Troy A. Bruzewski
Special to the Reporter

The Edgerton boys basket-
ball team held the lead when it
counted most. 

On Feb. 8, the Crimson Tide
sought a season sweep of
Evansville to extend their win
streak to three games. Despite
trailing since the scoreless tie
that started the game, Edgerton
made a late charge in the final
two minutes and escaped
Evansville with a 46-43 win. 

Late free throws from Clay-
ton Jenny and Alec Johnson
negated Zach Mielke’s effort
for the Blue Devils, which pro-

duced a game-high 24 points
and 19 rebounds. 

“We didn’t lead the entire
game until the last minute or
so,” Edgerton coach Daryl Fox
said. “But we had very bal-
anced scoring.”

Jenny finished with a team-
high 13 points and Dan Zeimet
added 12; both helped keep the
Crimson Tide within striking
distance through the first half.
After trailing by as many as
eight in the first half, they were
within two possessions at half
time, 28-24. 

Edgerton’s defense was

Playoff opponent hard to beat at home

Pictured above, Bethany Oren shoots a basket.
Photo by Kate McKaigSee GIRLS B-BALL,  page 10

Comeback downs Blue Devils
BOYS BASKETBALL

See BOYS B=BALL,  page 10
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FOOTBALL

Tide wraps season with 44-21 
stomping of Big Foot

By Steven Slack
Special to the Reporter

“Couldn’t ask for a better 
ending,” tweeted senior 
Drew Hanson about his 
f ive-touchdown perfor-
mance that lifted the Tide 
to a 44-21 trouncing of Big 
Foot Friday night.

The Edgerton varsity 
football  team’s victory 
closed out the five-game 
alternate fall season on a 
night that served as both 
homecoming and parents’ 
night.

“This is always going to 
be a special group for me,” 
first-year head coach Russ 
Lietz told the Edgerton 
Reporter. “This group has 
definitely put in the time 
in the offseason...I was just 
thrilled we got to experience 
it...I was just super excited 
for this group of young 
men.”

In his final game with the 
Crimson Tide (3-2), Hanson 
appeared in  complete 
control of the offense. 
The UW-Oshkosh commit 
amassed 244 yards while 

rolling out to either side and 
throwing deadly-accurate 
strikes down field.

“ E f f o r t l e s s ,” L i e t z 
responded, when asked to 
describe Hanson’s perfor-
mance on Friday. “He did 
what we thought he could 
do. I’m glad he was able to 
put that out on film. To hit 
five different receivers for 
touchdowns, that’s pretty 
impressive.

“We told the kids, ‘If you 
give him time, he will pick a 
defense apart.’ He certainly 
showed that on Friday.”

Not only did the offensive 
line provide Hanson with 
ample time to show off 
his arm, they managed 
to create holes for senior 
Ethan Krause who notched 
65 yards and a touchdown 
on the ground as well as 17 
yards and another score as 
a receiver.

“We knew, going into the 
season, the running game 
was going to be difficult,” 
Lietz said. “That’s based 
only on our size, not our 
effort, not our execution.”

Senior Konner Knauf 
continued his weekly 
tradition of torturing 
opposing secondaries, 
this time tallying 9 recep-
tions for 148 yards and a 
touchdown. On the other 
side of the ball, Knauf 
put his hands to work 
snagging an interception.

Breydon  S immons, 
Shane Kisting and Beau 
Allison all  caught a 
touchdown from Hanson 
as well.

The Tide graduates a 
number of skill players, 
but Lietz believes this 
senior class leaves a 
legacy for the next group 
to aspire to.

“This class epitomizes 
that they’re not big kids 
but they play with a big 
heart. They got strong, 
and they embraced it and 
didn’t care,” Lietz said, 
echoing a final speech 
he gave to his players. “I 
never once heard them 
complain about being too 
small...That’d be an easy 
crutch, and these guys 
never used that.”

Senior Ethan Krause (43) had his best game of the shortened season in a win over 
Big Foot Friday night. Krause averaged over four yards-per-carry en route to 82 total 
yards and two touchdowns.

Photo by Jill Cook

Konner Knauf strides into the endzone against Big 
Foot Friday night. Knauf again had his way with the 
opposing secondary, racking up 148 receiving yards 
and a touchdown.

Photo by Jill Cook

Senior Charlie Hayek (59) flexes after a tackle on Big 
Foot quarterback Basil Demco (8). The Tide defense 
picked off Demco three times in Friday’s victory.
Photo by Jill Cook
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Saturday, May 22, 2021 at the
Edgerton Towne Country Club

IN NEED OF VOLUNTEERS  & RAFFLE DONATIONS

8:00 Registration j 9:00 Shotgun Start

Non-Members: $60.00     Members: $40.00
Cost inludes 18 holes of golf, a cart & lunch!

New Registrations or Questions?
Email, Kristi Hurst:

EHSGolfBoosterClub@gmail.com 

GIRLS’ TENNIS

Fox and Ulset 
reached State in 
first year as 
partners

By Steven Slack
Special to the Reporter

Sophomores Sylvia Fox 
and Ashley Ulset  fel l 
to  Sheboygan North’s 
Emily Fisher and Estelle 
Leonhard last Thursday 
at the WIAA girls state 
tennis tournament in Lake 
Geneva.

This shortened alternate 
fall season was the partners’ 
first together after playing 
No.2 and No.3 singles as 
freshman.

“We threw them together 
to work on going to state in 
the next couple of years, not 
this year,” head coach Eric 
Nuenthel admitted of the 
coach’s expectations for the 
first-time partners. “I did 
not expect them to get to 
state...This was a pleasant 
surprise.

“I thought this would be 
a perfect practice for them 
for next season,” Nuenthel 
explained about the initial 
idea for pairing the duo. “It 
usually takes a couple of 
years playing with a partner 
to start gelling where we 
have no issues.”

Nuenthel  noted that 
neither girl had an interest 
in doubles after playing in a 
few matches their freshman 
years. He described them 
as competitive players who 
previously enjoyed the 
pressure of singles matches.

“Neither one of them 
really cared for doubles 
until they actually started 
playing and learning how,” 
Nuenthe l  sa id . “Now, 
they’re having fun doing it.”

The 25-year coaching 
veteran observed that 
doubles is a more cerebral 
game than singles, requiring 
much more strategy and 
communication.

“What ’s  n i ce  about 
these two is they have 
decent serves and they can 
place the ball pretty well,” 
Nuenthel said. “They’re 
still young enough that 
they tend to overpower the 
ball...That’s their singles 
training.”

If next season returns 
to normal, as Nuenthel 
is hoping it does, varsity 
girls tennis will be picking 
up their rackets again in 
August.

Sophomores Sylvia Fox (left) and Ashley Ulset (right) 
advanced to the WIAA girls state tennis tournament in 
just their first year as partners but fell to a pair of juniors 
from Sheboygan North. The Crimson Tide’s No.1 
doubles players had only three matches before they 
began their postseason run to the state tournament.

Photo via Facebook


