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Dohner, Rewoldt clash over residency rule
By Jeff Brown 
Special to The Reporter 

“Do not go gently into that
good night, 

Old age should burn and
rave at close of day;

Rage, rage against the dying
of the light.”

—Dylan Thomas

Glendan Rewoldt, the for-
mer Sumner town clerk who
was thwarted in her reelection
bid on April 6 after it was re-
vealed she no longer resides in
the town, has no intention of
taking defeat lying down. 

Rewoldt, who’d served as
clerk since 2014, lost to
Amanda Collins, a project
manager with no government
experience, by 10 votes out of
288 cast. Six days after the
election, Rewoldt spoke at a
town board meeting and de-
scribed Collins’ victory and the
defeat of two incumbent super-
visors by political neophytes as
“pathetic.” 

“None of these people know
anything about local govern-
ment or what goes into making
a town operate,” Rewoldt said.  

Rewoldt was back for the
annual town meeting on Satur-
day morning, April 24. It took
about an hour for her presence
inside the cramped town hall to
set off sparks. 

Your second’s 
no good here

When Rewoldt raised her
hand to second a motion to
adopt a resolution advising the
town board to seek FEMA cer-
tification, Town Chairman John
Dohner told the electors he
needed someone else to second
the motion. 

“What’s the matter with my
second?” Rewoldt said.

“Technically, you gotta be a
resident,” Dohner said. 

But she was a qualified

town elector, Rewoldt said. 
“Do you own property or

rent in the township?” Dohner
said. 

She didn’t have to own or
rent property in the town to be
an elector, Rewoldt said.
Dohner said that the Wisconsin
Towns Association had advised
him that only people who own
or rent property in the town
could serve as electors. 

“You are wrong John,” Re-
woldt said. “I can vote at this
meeting—I’m an elector of the
town. I established residency
34 years ago,” Rewoldt replied,
raising her voice and over-
enunciating the words “34” and
“years” for emphasis.  

“But where do you live,
Glendan?” Dohner asked. 

Rewoldt rattled off four
numbers of an address, then
stopped.

“It’s nobody’s business
where I live,” she said. “I’m a
resident of the town.” 

Rewoldt said she wouldn’t
give her legal address “because
you guys tail me all over the
place.”  Rewoldt later told The
Reporter that unknown persons
in vehicles have been tailing
her recently. The tailing contin-
ued until April 17, Rewoldt
said—two days before her last
day as clerk. 

When Rewoldt repeated her
claim that she’d resided in the
town continuously for 34 years,
others in the crowd jumped on
her.

“Just let it go!” cried one
elector from the back of the
room.

“There’s a lawsuit comin,’”
muttered Rewoldt after some-
one else seconded the motion
and Dohner opened discussion
on the resolution.

After the meeting ad-
journed, Dohner told The Re-
porter that he called the person
who lives at the address that

Rewoldt had written down on
the sign-in sheet for the meet-
ing. Dohner said that person
told him that Rewoldt doesn’t
live at that address. 

Statute’s wording 
is murky

Under state law, to be a
qualified town elector a person
must reside in the town.
Whether Rewoldt resides in the
town turns on the interpretation
of a state statute that specifies
that a person does not give up
residency inside a political sub-
division when she “leaves
home” and goes into another
political subdivision for a tem-
porary purpose while intending
to return to her home.  

It’s clear from the statute
that a person remains a town
resident when she leaves her
residence in the town to winter
in Florida each year or spend
six months abroad, as long as
she intends to return to that res-
idence. 

But it’s not clear whether a

person remains a town resident
once she sells or stops renting
a residence in the town and
moves outside the town with
the intent to establish a new
residence in the town in the fu-
ture, which Rewoldt admitted
to The Reporter last month is
her situation. The WTA has ap-
parently cleared up that ques-
tion in its advice to Dohner. 

Standoff
After the annual meeting ad-

journed, Rewoldt made her
way to the front of the room to
the table where, as town clerk,
she sat next to Dohner and the
other supervisors for the last
seven years. Dohner was still
seated at the table. Collins was
seated to Dohner’s left, in Re-
woldt’s old chair, working on
the meeting minutes. 

Rewoldt told Dohner she
had signed an agreement to
purchase property in the
town—proof of her intent to re-
turn to a residence in the town.
She jabbed a forefinger into the

tabletop as she spoke.
“Well, then you contest it,”

Dohner said tersely. “That
doesn’t cut it with the WTA.”

Collins looked up, wide-
eyed, her face frozen in a rictus
of discomfort familiar to any-
one who’s ever witnessed a

couple arguing in public. Then
she darted her eyes back to her
laptop and resumed typing. 

“We’ll see what my attorney
has to say about that,” Rewoldt
said. 

“Sounds good,” Dohner
said. “I love a challenge.”

Glendan Rewoldt (right), formerly the Sumner town clerk,
confronts Sumner Town Chairman John Dohner (left)
shortly after the adjournment of the town’s annual meet-
ing on Saturday morning, April 24. Sumner Town Clerk
Amanda Collins, who defeated Rewoldt in the April 6
election, looks on.
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“Sam, the thing is is that the town doesn’t have the money to
do things over a long period of time, and if something’s gonna
come along to help us out, dammit, don’t turn your nose up to it.” 

Mueller’s motion passed, with Supervisor Lindsay Jilek joining
Meyers in voting against it. After the meeting, Meyers expanded
upon his anti-debt riff to The Reporter. 

“If one township does it, it’s not going to help,” Meyers said.
“But if enough townships, enough counties, enough states start
telling the federal government we don’t want that money—and
you know that ain’t gonna happen because everybody’s looking
for a free handout, they just don’t realize it’s not free, because
there’s no such thing as as free handout.”

Meyers went on to criticize President Biden for “all this money
[he] keeps trying to give away” and for his refusal earlier this year
to bow to Republican demands for a smaller federal relief pack-
age.

A similar refrain was heard at the start of the last Democratic
administration, in 2009. In 2011, it provided Governor Scott
Walker, a Republican, with the justification for turning down $810
million in federal aid for high-speed rail between Madison and
Milwaukee. But Walker’s decision did nothing to decrease the fed-
eral debt, because the feds simply gave the money to California
instead.

• Edgerton Hospital Auxiliary Spring Plant Sale, May 5th, 6th
and 7th, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Annuals, perennials, hanging baskets,
grasses, vines, vegetable plants and herbs! Edgerton Hospital
Lobby, 11101 N. Sherman Road, Edgerton.
• Budgeting Basics For Seniors. If you struggle with how to pay
monthly expenses, or just need to know the basics of budgeting
to help make things easier, The Rock County Council on Aging is
offering a FREE one time class for those 60 and over.  The class,
held on Thursday, May 13 from 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. will be
held via ZOOM, and you will need a computer and internet access
to attend.  You must pre-register for the class to obtain log-in in-
formation.  For more information or to register, contact
Paula.schutt@co.rock.wi.us or call The Council on Aging at 608-
757-5416.
• American Legion Post 30 meeting, Tuesday, May 4, 2021, 6:00
p.m. at Culver’s Newville.


