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RCHS, BHCCU partner to develop ‘Rock County Legacles

Submitted by Rock
County Historical Society

The Rock County Historical
Society (RCHS) and Black-
hawk Community Credit Union
(BHCCU) announced recently
their plans to partner in devel-
oping Rock County Legacies,
formerly known as The Legacy
Center.

As part of RCHS, Rock
County Legacies will focus on
the rich history of the genera-
tions of people who worked at
General Motors, Fisher Body
and the UAW in Janesville.
With a mission of enriching and
engaging the communities of
Rock County through preserva-
tion and dissemination of the
history of our area, RCHS has
the experience and knowledge
to actively develop Rock
County Legacies here in the
county.

BHCCU, which  was
founded within the walls of the
GM plant 56 years ago, has
been collecting stories, artifacts
and mementos from the com-
munity and the plant for many
years. Now, the two organiza-
tions are working together to
share this history with the com-
munity and future generations.

“RCHS is excited to be col-
laborating with BHCCU on
Rock County Legacies to honor
the thousands of people who
worked at the General Motors
plant in Janesville,” said Tim

Maahs, RCHS Executive Direc-
tor. “Collecting stories and arti-
facts is a large focus of our
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organization; we are honored to
be partnering with BHCCU,
which has been working dili-
gently to ensure that the history
of GM employees is captured,
not lost.”

BHCCU President & CEO
Lisa Palma added, “This project
has evolved over time, and the
memorabilia, artifacts and sto-
ries we have collected are im-
portant to us and will be in
excellent hands with RCHS.
This partnership is vital to Rock
County Legacies and will pro-
vide us with the opportunity to
focus all our efforts on our
members and our community
while continuing the preserva-
tion and sharing of stories from
GM by working with RCHS.
We see this as the perfect com-
munity blend. We thank the
community for their donations
and patience.”

The collaboration to develop
Rock County Legacies will
begin in stages, focusing ini-
tially on collecting oral histories
from the generations of people
who worked at General Motors,
Fisher Body and the UAW, to
help commemorate and honor
the history of the community.
The recorded stories will be
shared in a variety of ways, in-
cluding through exhibits, pro-
grams, on social media and the
RCHS website. To share your
story, visit bhccu.org/legacy-
story-collection.

The two organizations will
work together in phase one to
survey a strategic representation
of their memberships of more

The builder you can
COUNT ON for all your

roofing projects &
home improvements -
BIG OR SMALL!

Customer
oervice
IS our
I

than 50,000 people about what
they would be most interested in
seeing and hearing related to the
history of the people in Rock
County who worked at GM.
The survey results will help to
determine how Rock County
Legacies can best serve the
community and region.

In the next year, RCHS and
BHCCU will work to finalize
plans for future developments
of the Rock County Legacies
exhibit.

RCHS has been welcoming
the community to its campus
since 1950 when William Tall-
man’s Italianate-style mansion
was donated to the city of
Janesville, with the agreement
that it serve as a museum for
the community. RCHS operates
the Lincoln-Tallman House,
along with a Museum & Visitor
Center, the Tallman Carriage
House, the RCHS Archives, the
Frances Willard School House
and the Wilson King Stone
House. A nonprofit organiza-
tion, RCHS offers tours to peo-
ple of all ages, provides
thought-provoking programs
and hosts many events each
year, including an annual
awards gala and a holiday tree
show.

The history of GM in
Janesville dates back to 1918,
when the company branched
out into farm vehicles by buying
the Samson Tractor Co. Within
12 months after the purchase,
nearly 150 tractors per day were
rolling off the production line.
Car production at the Janesville
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plant began in 1923, but the
Great Depression shuttered the
plant from 1932 to 1934. The
plant made 16 million 105 mm
artillery shells during World
War 11, then returned to automo-

Brenda’s
Hairstyling
Services,

Phone 884- 8600

Professional Hair
Care For The
Entire Family

5 1/2 W. Rollin, Edgerton

R.C. LEE

* Residential remodeling
Windows - siding - additions
bathrooms - garages

e Agricultural buildings
Barns - sheds - lean-tos

C 0 N STRU CT[ O N Serving the Edgerton area for 15 years.

We handle the job from start to finish.

(608) 576-9227

e Complete house and
property restoration

* Light excavating

e Skytrak rental with 16’ aeriall
work platform

FULLY INSURED e FREE ESTIMATES ¢ WILL WORK TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

Wiy

CONSTRUCTION, INC

“For all your concrete needs-
Commercial & Residential”
« Foundations « Retaining Walls
« Patios « Driveways & Walks
« Additions « Excavating
Also Backhoe, Bobcat, Dump Truck Work

608-884-6205

Free Estimates « Fully Insured

All Work Guaranteed with Affordable Rates

PAINTING &
WAllI'AI’EIIING

Arthur Hallinan

608-455-3377

Great Rates ¢ Interior * Exterior
30+ Yrs. Professional Experience
Free Estimates * References ® Insured

tive production after the war.
The Janesville GM plant ceased
all production in April, 20009.
Home to six uniquely differ-
ent historic sites on a 3.5-acre
campus in the historic Look

DIRECTORY OF LOCAL

West Neighborhood, the Rock
County Historical Society’s

mission is to bridge past and
present through capturing and
sharing stories about Rock
County.

ASPERHEIM ROOFING ric

-Serving Southern Wisconsin since 1978-

No Job Too Big or Small

Gutter Cleaning

e Metal Roofing e Rubber Roofing
e Shingling e Roof Show Removal

Free Estimates

Fully Insured

Senior Discounts

(608) 884-9121 or (608) 490-1078

CONSTRUCTION

EVANSVILLE - WISCONSIN
Established 1979

608-882-6561

528 Water Street ¢ Evansville, W1 53536

o New Homes

e Additions

e Siding

¢ Alltypes of
Remodeling

BENEFICIAL INSULATION

YOUR GREEN CHOICE TO
LOWER ENERGY COSTS &
ADD COMFORT TO YOUR HOME

ATTIC & WALL INSULATION
AIR SEALING
BASEMENT & CRAWL SPACE & VENTILATION
HOME PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS
INSULATION REMOVAL
FREE ESTIMATES

HOME PERFORMANCE WITH
AR ;) 608-295-0470

® ® focus on energy-

Partnering with Wisconsin utilities

Carl’s Coatings LLC | | DEEGAN MASONRY

Affordable Rates Brick & Blockwork

Quality Craftsmanship ® Brick & Blockwork ,
New Construction, remodeling & o Stonework &Foundation Repairs
repairs. Thin coat plaster, = o Chimney Work & Tuckpointing
stucco & drywall repairs e Masonry Restorations

Carl Anderson o (lass Block-In Basement Windows

o (Concrete Fatwork

608-931-2765 30 Years In Business « Fully Insured

Commersl  Residenta 834-6851 or 201-8042

25 yrs experience ] )
mjdeegantd @gmail.com

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

! Interior @ Exterior | || Trimming & Fully Insured

] - Dry wall repairs, Removal Free Estimates

= / Kitchen Cabinets, Brush 60° Aerial

/ Home, Office Chipping Bucket
— J 30 years of

PAINTER experience n s rm
JOSH Booking for ou e an

fall & winter

TREE SERVICE

(608) 884-6185

Serving the area since 1985.

joshuajensen15@gmail.com

(608) 446-5963

Newville Auto STEEL ROOFING

Salvage
— Used Auto Parts —

also Q s

New Radiators ‘—

BARNS - HOUSES

Gas Tanks CONTACT

& th
New Parts JIM PETERSON
608-884-3114 608-755-9750

Level: Beginner

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

SYDOKY SPONSORED BY:

o~

Work with a Realtor® who lives in,
knows and loves Edgerton.

CORY SCHNEIDER

email CSchneider@StarkHomes.com
web CSchneider.StarkHomes.com

608-347-777

Stark |

We Have TIRES!

Car * Truck * Trailer * ATV/Lawn * Skidsteer

[i90ent.com |

608.884.3697

Enterprisess

Trailers ¢ Tires * Towing
Hankook * Mastercraft ¢ Carlisle * And More

Jim’s Custom
Upholstery
& Blind Service

a Mini-blinds,
1] verticals & pleated
raQoer Graber shades
Discount Pricing
Free Installations
608-884-9366

EDWARDSON

PLUMBING:

“Number 1 in a Number 2 Business”
608.290.9144

— Fully Insured
— New Construction
— Service
— Remodels
— Water Heaters & Softeners —

n g

ew

{usurance Agency. (ne.

4 Lord St. Ste. A
Edgerton, WI 53534
608-884-0363 fax: 608-884-3033
221 Kings Lynn Rd. Ste. A

Stoughton, WI 53589
608-873-8888 fax: 608-873-8895

884-9477

* Stump Removal
* Yard Repair
Small Landscape-Skidloader
Work Welcome
INSURED  FREE ESTIMATES

The Tax Lady

Steponkus
Tax Service

Year-Round Tax
& Accounting Service
114 W. Fulton St., Edgerton

884-6436

Hazeltines
Storage, LLC

10x10 $50 » 10x20 $75
Outside Boat &
Camper Storage

608-884-8992
www.hazeltines.com




