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ROTHSAY INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 850

January 11, 2021, Board of Education 
Reorganizational and Regular Meeting

The Board of Education of Rothsay 
Independent School District 850 held its 
Reorganizational and Regular meeting 
on January 11, 2021, in the Performance 
Gym at the school.  Chairman Justin 
Phillips called the meeting to order at 
7:04 P.M. Board members John Reber, 
Kevin Brenden, David Simmer, Jessi 
Colby and Mike Metzger were present. 
Superintendent/Principal Wade Johnson, 
Elementary Principal Emily Sternberg, 
and District Secretary/Bookkeeper 
Diane Haugrud were in attendance from 
administration.

The meeting opened with the Pledge 
of Allegiance.

Superintendent Johnson read the 
mission statement “To prepare our 
students to become responsible citizens 
and life-long learners.”

Justin Phillips gave the board 
reflection for the month.

Brenden made a motion to approve 
the agenda; Metzger seconded this 
motion, which unanimously carried on 
vote.  

Phillips solicited nominations for 
Chair. Brenden nominated Phillips with 
no further nominations voiced. Metzger 
made a motion that a unanimous ballot be 
cast in favor of Phillips. Colby seconded 
this motion, which unanimously carried 
upon vote.

Phillips solicited nominations for 
Vice Chair.  Reber nominated Brenden 
with no further nominations made. 
Metzger made a motion that a unanimous 
ballot be cast in favor of Brenden.  
Simmer seconded this motion, which 
unanimously carried upon vote.

Phillips called for nominations for 
Treasurer. Metzger nominated Reber 
with no further nominations voiced. 
Colby made a motion that the clerk cast 
a unanimous ballot in favor of Reber. 
Brenden seconded this motion, which 
unanimously carried on vote.

Phillips called for nominations for 
Clerk. Reber nominated Metzger. No 
further nominations were made.  Brenden 
moved that the clerk cast a unanimous 
ballot for Metzger.  Reber seconded this 
motion which unanimously carried upon 
vote.

Brenden moved to approve the 
minutes of the regular December 
meeting as presented; Reber seconded 
this motion which unanimously carried 
on vote. The school mailer and the 
Rothsay Regional Report will publish 
the minutes.

Reber made a motion (which 
carried unanimously on vote following 
Metzger’s second) to approve the 
financial reports and to authorize the 
fiscal agent for ISD 850 to pay accounts 
payable and hand payables in the 
following denominations: General Fund 
- $217,960.09, Food Service - $8,526.30, 
Community Service - $1,120.00, 
Building Construction – $.00, Debt 
Service - $814,323.75, Trust Fund - 
$.00, Student Activity Fund -- $7,089.50 
total - $1,049,019.64.

The student activity account balance 
stands at $102,930.09.

Johnson gave the Superintendent/
Principal report. The board was informed 
about District and School Site Verification 
(learning models) and planning days 
(additional staff development days). 
He indicated that the school will be 
adding one planning/staff development 

day to the calendar in February with 
the potential for additional days in the 
future. Red cap numbers and our district 
COVID-19 Dashboard was discussed in 
depth. The board was informed that there 
are several pupils across multiple grades 
that are not doing their schoolwork as 
assigned. Administration is circulating 
ideas (motivational speakers, zoom 
interaction, GED programs, etc.) to help 
get them engaged and back on the right 
academic track. 

Johnson presented the Activities 
Director’s report for the month. A 
prerecorded video of a boys basketball 
practice was played demonstrating the 
capabilities of our new Hudl camera 
utilized to stream sporting events during 
the pandemic. The board was informed 
on the status of both the sign for the 
bus garage as well as the relocation of 
the light poles from the old football 
to the new one (Otter Tail Power has 
generously donated their time/equipment 
to do the relocation). Johnson informed 
the board that the MSHSL will only 
allow a total of 150 spectators at any 
given sporting event. As such, only two 
spectators per player will be allowed. It 
was also mentioned that all junior high 
games will be held at the REC with only 
home spectators allowed. 

Sternberg gave the Elementary 
Principal’s report focusing mainly upon 
the highlights from her role as the district’s 
COVID-19 Coordinator including the 
new guidelines set forth for the required 
quarantine period. Sternberg also 
provided updates on the advancements 
made with the current ADSIS program. 
Especially when utilized in combination 
with other effective tools such as zones 
of regulation, responsibility-center 
discipline, etc. In short, our district’s 
numbers have dropped significantly 
(positive direction) over the three 
consecutive years the program has been 
in place recording 177, 81, and 18 for 
each respective year. 

The Technology Report was 
reviewed by all in attendance. Notable 
items included a possible solution to 
our current Chromebook issues/shortage 
by formatting/converting our older 
Windows-based laptops into Chrome 
OS machines to help us finish out the 
remainder of the school year. Options to 
improve the district’s network and Wi-
Fi coverage outdoors through E-Rate 
funding was also discussed.

The Tiny Tigers/TCC Report was 
provided to the board and Mrs. Sternberg 
discussed the employee shortage we 
are currently experiencing. The board 
requested that a comparison of our 
daycare wages with others in the regional 
area be conducted. 

The Preschool Report was reviewed 
by all in attendance. Mrs. Sternberg 
noted the number of potential 
Kindergarten students for next school 
year to be 21, with the possibility of 28 if 
all preschoolers were to stay. It was also 
reported that the preschool classroom is 
near capacity.

Committee meetings this past month 
included the Certified Committee as 
well as the Special Ed Committee. Brief 
updates of each were provided with no 
need for immediate board action.   

Enrollment was reported to stand at 
281 pupils.

Colby moved to designate Farmers 
State Bank as our District’s official 
depository for the 2021 year. Simmer 
seconded this motion which unanimously 
carried upon vote.

Metzger moved to designate the 
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Barnesville Record-Review as the 
official newspaper for the Rothsay 
Public School for the 2021 year.  
Brenden seconded this motion which 
unanimously carried on vote.

Brenden moved to designate the 
second Monday of every month as the 
reoccurring date for the regular board 
meetings (with a start time of 6:30 AM) 
for the remainder of the 2021 year and 
beyond. All meetings will continue to 
be held at the school unless otherwise 
noted. Metzger seconded the motion 
which unanimously carried upon vote.

The committee assignments were set 
as follows:
 2021
Special Education 
Cooperative (1) K. Brenden

Minnesota State High 
School League (1)  K. Brenden

Certified Staff (3) K. Brenden
 J. Colby
 M. Metzger

Non–Certified (3) D. Simmer
 J. Reber
 J. Phillips
 
Community Education (1) J. Reber

Transportation (2) J. Phillips
 K. Brenden
 
Policy Review (3) J. Reber
 J. Phillips
 J. Colby
Building and 
Grounds (2) D. Simmer
 J. Phillips

Long Range Planning (3) K. Brenden
 J. Reber
 J. Phillips

LCSC Representative 
Assembly (1) D. Simmer

Legislative (1)  J. Colby

Budget (3) M. Metzger
 J. Reber
 J. Phillips

Technology Committee (2) M. Metzger
 J. Reber

Brenden moved to establish Rothsay 
Board of Education expense allowances 
and salaries for calendar year 2021 at 
donated pay, mileage at the IRS rate and 
the minute taker salary at their hourly 
rate of pay. Reber seconded this motion 
which unanimously carried upon vote.

Metzger moved to approve 
authorizing the District Bookkeeper 
the ability to make electronic transfers 
among accounts as needed for cash flow 
including the Imprest Fund, which will 
be overseen by the Business Manager. 
Colby seconded this motion which 
unanimously carried upon vote.

Reber moved to approve Lisa 
Turner’s resignation.  Simmer seconded 
this motion which unanimously carried 
on vote.

Colby moved to approve Kristen 
Heidecker’s lane change request from a 
BA to BA +15. Metzger seconded this 
motion which unanimously carried on 
vote.

Metzger moved to approve Ann 
Anderson’s lane change request from a 
BA to BA +15.  Brenden seconded this 
motion which unanimously carried on 

vote.
Brenden moved to approve the adding 

a 1 FTE position focused on math for the 
2021-2022 school year. Colby seconded 
this motion which unanimously carried 
on vote.

The meeting adjourned at 8:09 PM.
Mike Metzger, Clerk

Approved February 8, 2021
* * * *

ROTHSAY INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 850

January 21, 2021
Board of Education Special Meeting

The Board of Education of Rothsay 
Independent School District 850 held 
a special meeting on January 21, 2021 
via Zoom. Chairman Justin Phillips 
called the meeting to order at 7:04 A.M. 
Board members Kevin Brenden, Jessi 
Colby, David Simmer, Mike Metzger 
and John Reber were present as well as 
Superintendent/Principal Wade Johnson 
and Bookkeeper Diane Haugrud. 

Brenden made a motion to approve 
the agenda as presented; Simmer 
seconded this motion. An individual roll 
call vote was taken – Voting in favor:  
Reber, Simmer, Brenden, Metzger, 
Colby, Phillips / Against:  None

Metzger moved to approve the 
Pay Equity Compliance Report as 
presented.  Reber seconded this motion. 
An individual roll call vote was taken 
– Voting in favor:  Reber, Simmer, 
Brenden, Metzger, Colby, Phillips / 
Against:  None 

Brenden moved to approve the 
following:

Resolution to Extend the Deadline 
for  Leaves Granted by the Families 

First Coronavirus Recovery Act 
WHEREAS, the Families First 

Coronavirus Recovery Act (FFCRA) 
required covered employers to provide 
up to 80 hours of paid emergency sick 
leave and up to 12 weeks of partially 
paid expanded family and medical leave, 
and

WHEREAS, the requirement to 
provide said leave ended on December 
31, 2020, and

WHEREAS, the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2021 provides the 
option for covered employers to extend 
the deadline for eligible employees to 
use any unused hours/days of leaves 
defined in the FFCRA through February 
15, 2021,

BE IT RESOLVED, Rothsay 
Public Schools shall extend the deadline 
for eligible employees to use any 
unused hours/days of the FFCRA paid 
emergency sick leave and partially paid 
expanded family and medical leave, 
according to the guidelines outlined in 
the FFCRA, through February 15, 2021.

Colby seconded this motion.  
The vote on adoption of the 

Resolution was as follows:
Aye: Reber, Simmer, Brenden, 

Metzger, Colby, Phillips
Nay:  None
Whereupon, said Resolution was 

declared duly adopted this 21st  day of 
January, 2021.
_____________ ____________
School Board School Board 
Chair Clerk

The meeting was adjourned at 7:11 
a.m.

Mike Metzger, Clerk
Approved:  February 8, 2021

(February 22, 2021)
------------------------------------------------

To get me on the mend from severe back pains, wife Karen and 
son Richard had driven straight through from North Padre Island in 
South Texas to Fargo.  My back had been injured in a fall in Colorado 
during elk season.  The pain had been nasty ever since the fall 
although traditional x-rays in Craig, Colorado, Barnesville, Fergus 
Falls, a clinic in Texas and a chiropractor in Texas showed nothing 
broken.  It had been two and a half months since the fall and the 
pain had not subsided.  Now I was rapidly losing mobility, even the 
ability to walk.

Upon our departure from Texas I had walked to the car with 
minimal use of a cane.  A few hours later, on a pit stop in Sanger, 
Texas, I found I had lost most of my ability to walk. It was extremely 
difficult and painful to exit the car and much worse to bend to get 
back into it.  

That’s when Karen and Rich made the decision to pull an all-
nighter behind the wheel and get me home and hospitalized rather 
than staying in a motel for a night.  That was an extreme sacrifice on 
Karen’s part as she stiffens up and becomes extremely uncomfortable 
on a prolonged ride.  Richard wound up with the majority of the 
driving and 1500 miles is a long jaunt in one shot.  He was looking 
more than a little haggard by the time we reached Fargo.

Along the way a stop at either Mayo in Rochester or UofM 
Hospitals in the Twin Cities would be closer and quicker.  Rich and 
Karen suggested that they could assure my admittance if they simply 
drove by the front door of one or the other of those noted hospitals 
and simply rolled me out in the driveway in front of the facility.  They 
were kidding . . .  I think.

As it eventually turned out, I would have been better off at one or 
the other of those world renowned hospitals but I had a better fix . . .  
one I would later regret.  Take me to Fargo.  I had developed a good 
working relationship with one of the care facilities up there who had 
done a good job on a worn out knee and an equally worn hip.  I had 
since had both surgically replaced elsewhere with good results.

At 7:00 a.m. on Friday, February 1, we rolled into the emergency 
room entrance of the Fargo hospital.  After 24 hours on the road 
and some 26 hours since anyone had taken a nap, we were at our 
destination.  We were a motley looking crew at best but we were 
finally there.  

The admitting doctor and the staff at the hospital made my life 
as comfortable as possible as I got moved from the car to a gurney 
to get me into the treatment facility.  “No, no . . .  don’t try to lay me 
down flat.  Keep my head and shoulders tilted up.”

Karen and Rich followed me through the admitting process and 
even part way into the treatment as they made up their mind what 
they were going to do with me.  Getting the history of the injury and 
what had taken place in the past few weeks took awhile.  “It’s been 
that long, huh? . . .  And it’s just acting up now?  That’s strange.”  
Strange or not, it hurt like hell and it took them quite awhile to do 
much of anything.

Finally they had all of the background that they needed and 
they found that I was sick enough that they should admit me to 
the hospital.  They wanted a new set of x-rays, of course.  Their 
very own, of course.  No matter that there were x-rays of my back 
scattered over several thousand miles from Colorado to Minnesota 
to Texas and now North Dakota.

Before the x-ray process began there was some good news.  
They gave me a shot of morphine to dull the pain.  Unlike the various 
oxycontin and hydrocodone pills, which mostly just muddle my 
mind, my experience with morphine has been mostly good.  The 
pain goes away and my strange mind does not seem to be adversely 
affected although there are many who would say that would be hard 
to determine in my case.  Be that as it may, the morphine soothed 
my jangled nerves to the point where the x-rays were uncomfortable 
but manageable.

As did all of the previous x-rays, the most current pictures 
showed nothing of significance in my back except a long ago break 
down towards the bottom of the spine.  I never even knew that I had 
broken my lower back.  I had never been treated for it.  I can think of 
only one time when I might have done it and that was nearly 40 years 
ago and I had not sought treatment for it.  Nonetheless, it had been 
broken but was not the cause of my recent discomfort.

Next on the list of torture tactics was another cat-scan that, like 
all of the previous ones, proved extremely uncomfortable as I had 
to lay completely flat for the test.  Lying flat was an excruciating 
experience but I got through it.  The cat-scan was also inconclusive 
as had been the previous ones.

As the tests dragged on well into the morning, Richard finally took 
leave to head for home and some nap time.  Karen, however, refused 
to leave and only asked Rich to bring a change of clothes back with 
him when he returned.

I was feeling not at all well as the morning dragged on and on with 
somebody continually showing up to tap me for another quart or so 
of blood and to poke and probe unusual and painful places.  Nothing 
was found.  Doctors continued to huddle and come up with a new 
torture never before experienced.

They wanted to do an MRI which has something to do with 
magnetic rays or cosmic dust or perhaps witchcraft that gives 
them a picture of your entire body.  But I was not a candidate for 
such a procedure since the magnetic rays might blow up or pull my 
Pacemaker device out of my chest.  Next choice is something called 
a Mylogram which was ordered.

Things were becoming a little bleary for me about this time.  I had 
not had any sleep in over 30 hours and sleep was restless at best 
before the ride home.  But I do remember the Mylogram as being 
extremely painful as I was required to lie flat on my back again for 
a considerable time as they took new magic pictures.  It was not a 
good day. 

Things Get A Mite Serious…

Things were not looking good. A fall on a Colorado elk hunt had me 
pretty well incapicitated in early 2019.  It was not looking as if I had a decent 
shot at returning for a succesful hunt time in the near future.

ROTHSAY CITY HALL
UNAPPROVED MINUTES

FEBRUARY 1, 2021 @7:00 pm    

Mayor Joseph Tillman opened the 
meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

1.0 Call to Order: The council 
meeting was called to order by Mayor 
Joseph Tillman at 7:00 p.m. Council 
Members present: Daryl Schleeter, 
Tulsa-Leigh Kugler, Anthony Harris 
and Darrell Tollefson.  Others present: 
Dan Hanson, Moore Engineering; Ramy 
Ragheb, Eric Larson, Jordan Barry, Sara 
Froslie and Lisa Zimmerman.

2.0 Public Forum: No Public Forum.
3.0 Approval of Agenda: After Two 

Additions; A MOTION was made by 
Tollefson, seconded by Harris to approve 
the agenda. Carried.

4.0 ROTHSAY FIRE 
DEPARTMENT: 

4.1 Fire Report: 
• Chief Barry reported there were 

seven calls in the month of January; two 
medicals, three vehicle accidents, one lift 
assist, and one classified as other.

• Barry informed council  the AFG 
grant for new turnout gear was submitted 
on Friday, January 29. 

• A MOTION was made by Schleeter, 
and seconded by Kugler to approve the 
new department members.  Welcome 
Joel Rodriguez and Jacob Barry.

4.2 Clerk’s Collection Report: No 
Report.

5.0 EMPLOYEE REPORTS:
5.1 Jordan Barry: 
• Barry will be opening up the part 

time, summer help applications in March.
• An offer for the brush mower was 

received from Larry Ohe in the amount 
of $250.00. Council counter offered with 
$400.00. If not accepted, it will be posted 
for sale in that amount.

• The generator was purchased, and 
necessary paper work for the grant is 
complete.

• Barry received an estimate for a 
new V Plow in the amount of $7,763.80.  
Zimmerman will budget this item or 
something similar in the 2022 budget.

• Lightspeed Electric provided an 
estimate to replace the city owned 
street lights in the amount of roughly 
$6,000.00. There are many unknowns 
to the project. More details will be put 
together and also budgeted for 2022.

5.2 Eric Larson: No Report.
5.3 Lisa Zimmerman: 
• The annual city audit will be 

conducted remotely on February 10-12.
• Spring Clean-Up will take place 

on Wednesday, May 19. This will be a 
curbside clean-up.  Council has made 
the decision to only hold one clean-up 
per year, due to continually rising landfill 
costs.  

6.0 NEW BUSINESS: 
6.1 Resolution No. 2021-3 

Supporting Pursuit of 2020 Local Road 
Improvement Program: MOTION by 
Tollefson, seconded by Kugler to accept 
Resolution striking all mentions of 3rd 
Ave NW, as it was decided unneeded in 
the project.  Carried. 

6.2 Addition to the Agenda; 
Minnesota Rural Water Association 
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Membership Agreement:  MOTION by 
Kugler, seconded by Harris to approve 
the membership.  Carried.

6.3 Addition to the Agenda; 
Household Hazardous Waste Contract:  
MOTION by Tollefson, seconded by 
Kugler to approve the contract.  Carried.   
Household Hazardous Waste drop 
off will be held Friday, May 28, from 
10:00am-2:00pm at the City Shop.

7.0 OLD BUSINESS:  
7.1 Portable Prairie Chicken 

Restoration: No Update. 
7.2 Ice Skating Rink:  The ice set up 

is still in progress. 
7.3 Road Funding Discussion:  

Dan Hanson, of Moore Engineering, 
presented the Engineer’s Preliminary 
Opinion of Probable Cost for the 2020 
Local Road Improvement Program 
(LRIP) Solicitation.  Now that the City 
has approved the resolution to move 
forward, Hanson and Tillman will attend 
the Wilkin County Commissioner’s 
board meeting on Tuesday, February 9th, 
seeking support and sponsorship of the 
project.  The City of Rothsay is seeking 
the funds to complete a reconstruction 
of 1st Street NW from Main Avenue to 
3rd Avenue NW, as well as 1st Street SW 
from County Hwy 26 to 2nd Avenue SW.

8.0 Approval of January 4, 2021 
Council Minutes: A MOTION was made 
by Schleeter, seconded by Kugler to 
approve. Carried.

9.0 Present & Approve January 
Financial Statements and Hand-
Payables: MOTION by Kugler, seconded 
by Schleeter to approve as presented. 
Carried. 

10.0 Present & Approve February 
Accounts Payables: MOTION by 
Schleeter, seconded by Harris to approve 
as presented. Carried. 

11.0 MOTION to adjourn made by 
Kugler, seconded by Schleeter, and 
carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:43 p.m.

EDA HIGHLIGHTS
Rothsay Event Center Coordinator 

Report: Froslie presented the February 
Calendar of Events.  Kugler and Froslie 
will work together on a weekly basis to 
ensure the school athletic calendar is up 
to date.

2021 Rothsay Round-up Updates:  
A committee meeting will be held on 
Friday, February 12 at 6:00pm at the 
Powerhouse.

Respectfully Submitted by,
Lisa Zimmerman,

City Clerk/Treasurer 
(February 22, 2021)

------------------------------------------------

Applications 
Being Accepted 
For Scholarship

Applications for the 2021 Mike 
Rohde Spirit Scholarship Award are 
now available. $1,500 scholarships 
will be awarded to youths in Otter 
Tail County who are pursuing an 
education beyond the secondary 
level.  We are looking for applicants 
who have the greatest potential to 
succeed. 

The Mike Rohde Spirit 
Scholarship Award was founded in 
2002 by the Fergus Falls Sertoma 
Club and the Rohde Family.  
After Mike’s untimely death of a 
hereditary heart disease in 2000 
at age 51, the Mike Rohde Spirit 
Scholarship Awards were established 
to administer a scholarship in his 
name.  These awards are meant to 
honor individuals who embody the 
warm, fun-loving and energetic 
spirit of Mike and his dedication to 
contributing to his community.

Applications and eligibility are 
available at High School Guidance 
Offices or by calling the Mike Rohde 
Spirit Scholarship Board 218739-
3295. Completed applications are 
due by March 19th, 2021.


