
Living At Home-Block Nurse Program
Serving People 65+  Volunteer Assistance

Box 234, Rothsay, MN 218 867-1234

“Contact Your 
Local Agent”

Oscar/Parke 
Mutual

“For All Your 
Insurance Needs”
218 867-2440

BRUCE BRENDEN
As Your Rothsay 

Representative For
FERGUS FALLS 

MONUMENT 
COMPANY

For All Your Monument 
And Marker Needs

Call 218 867-2410

CITY OF 
ROTHSAY

“Home Of The Prairie Chicken”
ROTHSAY, MINNESOTA 56579

3Studio
HAIR DESIGN

412 Center Street - Rothsay, MN
218 867-2102

Check with the industrial arts 
class at Rothsay High School 

about any special 
project at your 
farm or home.

218 867-2116

LINDBERG 
MOTORS

Auto And Truck Repair
PHONE 218 867-2355

Rothsay, MN 56579

Rothsay 
Baptist Church

Rev. Wendell Wahlin
218 867-2268

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

New Life 
Lutheran Church

Pastor Randy Whitehead
Worship Times: 

8:45 a.m. @Little Bethany
New Life:

9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship

Call 218 354-2606 To 
Have Your Business 

Featured On The 
Church Page.

Call 218 354-2606 To 
Have Your Business 

Featured On The 
Church Page.

451 Center Street
Rothsay, MN 56579

218 867-2182
Member FDIC

Member FDIC

Bulk Propane and Fuel Delivery
218-863-2811 • 800-786-7573

218 354-2606
218 354-2259

adsrecordreview@bvillemn.net
newsrecordreview@bvillemn.net

www.barnesvillerecordreview.net
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424 Front Street South, 
PO Box 70 • Barnesville

   od gave Jesus His words and instructions.

Jesus passed them on to His followers.

The Bible passes them on to us.

When we “get it”, it’s life-changing.

And that has always been so.

Hear the Word of God this week in church.

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26� 1 John 5:9-13� Psalm 1

Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 by the Consultation on Common Texts for

Sunday, May 16, 2021
Ascension Sunday

John 17:6-19
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Rothsay 
Area 
Church 
Notes

REGIONAL REPORT
Rothsay, Minn.

PAGE 22021 Spring
Edition

All area churches are welcome to submit their church notes to be published 
in the Rothsay Regional Report. Please email to newsrecordreview@
bvillemn.net or they may mailed to the Rothsay Regional Report, PO Box 
203, Rothsay, MN 56579

Food Pantry 
Available For 
Those In Need

The Barnesville Area Food Pantry 
is open and staffed with volunteers 

each Monday from 5:00-
7:00 p.m. 

Persons who may 
be in need 

of food, 
and other 
household 

necessities, 
are invited to 

come in for assistance during those 
hours or call at 701 340-8324.

The Food Pantry serves residents 
for Barnesville, Rothsay, Baker, 
Rollag and surrounding rural areas. 
Located just north of the library 
on Front Street (look for the green 
building).

For emergency assistance or more 
information 701 340-8324.

Rothsay 218 867-4136 • Brandon 320 834-4949 • Underwood 218 826-6560

The doctor had been consulted.  Two of them in fact.  The first 
neurosurgeon to visit made it very clear she was not taking on a 
patient that was overweight, old and Norwegian.  She was not 
going to risk her reputation on those kind of odds.

The second surgeon was willing to perform the risky surgery 
on my back.  He also made it very clear what those risks were.  
He was quite sure he could alleviate the pain.  Whether I would 
walk again was a question mark.  Without the surgery there was a 
possibility, over time, that the severed vertebrae might heal itself.  
Or it could do even more damage than it had done already.  For 
three months I had gotten by with the pain but in just a few days 
my health had gone into an out of control tailspin.

If that was the case, the vertebrae had had three months to 
heal itself and it had not been doing a very good job of it.  In the 
interim, I was on a bunch of painkillers, including morphine that 
was making my mind mushy if I took too much.  I had cut myself 
back to the point where my mind was sorta sharp but so was the 
pain.  Enduring the pain was the trade off for being able to think.

I opted for the surgery and the family concurred.  Something 
had to be done.  There was a second meeting with the surgeon 
and he outlined his recommended course of attack.  His list was 
extensive but he felt comfortable that he could make the repairs.  
What he did not know was my ability to withstand the rigors of 
surgery.  Nor did he have much of a clue if the surgery would fix 
my new inability to walk. There was just no way of knowing what 
kind of nerve damage had been done and continued to be done 
to the spinal column.  Would the surgery fix the nerves that were 
now keeping me on my back instead of vertical and walking? 

In that regard I felt a little more comfortable than he did.  After 
spending most of a lifetime without anyone attacking me with a 
knife, I had had four major surgeries in as many years without 
any adverse effects.  I had a heart monitor surgically implanted.  
That had been replaced by a Pacemaker installed to regulate 
my heartbeat.  I had both a left knee and a left hip completely 
replaced in successive years.  I had cataract surgery to fix my 
vision, once on each eye.  All had been done under anesthesia 
without any ill effects.

But this would be my longest and most complicated surgery 
attempted and there were no guarantees.  I was on board with 
the risk.  I think the family was there but a little less so.  They 
were covering all the bases.  They were hoping for the best but 
considering all of the other possibilities as well.  While I was 
mentally prepping for surgery they were discussing music for the 
services if things did not go as planned.  They had narrowed the 
selections down to “I Did It My Way” . . .  “How Great Thou Art” . 
. .  or “Lonesome, Ornery and Mean.”

As a sidebar here, as I was going through the preliminaries 
leading up to surgery, there were certain attitude adjustments that 
must be made.  Any of you who have ever been incarcerated in 
a hospital know what I am talking about.  Within hours of your 
being admitted to a hospital, you are relieved of any modesty that 
you once had.  There will be people, perfect strangers, poking 
and probing unusual places.  They will tap you early and often 
for enormous quantities of blood that you know not what they do 
with.

It might take more than a day but certainly not more than three 
days before you have given up on retaining any semblance of 
your dignity.  The open backed “robe” that they put on you as well 
as unusual undergarments for their protection in case you have 
difficulty reaching the facilities in time, eliminate any of what may 
remain of your dignity.  Nightly checks by staff at ungodly hours 
of the day do not present your best side.

Most of these indignities you learn to live with.  Some you do 
not.

In any event, the big day finally arrives.  All of the personnel that 
are needed to successfully pull off the surgery are assembled.  
All of the sharp instruments needed to “fix” you are in place.  
The sanitized room is scrubbed to every health care standard.  
Nothing can go wrong as they place you on the wheeled gurney 
that rolls you down to the surgical suite.  You reply to the various 
questions such as what is your date of birth and what will they be 
fixing.  It is a little concerning to you that they forget this easily 
since you have told them repeatedly your birth date.  And if they 
can’t remember what part they are fixing, perhaps they should 
keep better records.  Besides, they have already marked the area 
with colored markers.  

Nothing can go wrong with this type of a double check system 
in place can it? 

Uhhh . . .  There is one tiny detail that may have been overlooked 
in all of this prep work.  For all of you squeamish readers out there, 
you are dismissed.  While cutting back on the pain medications 
to a level I was comfortable with and could still think, I was still 
ingesting plenty.  The problem with pain killers, narcotics such as 
morphine in particular, is that they have a tendency to slow down 
and even stop normal body functions and elimination procedures.  
In short, you are constipated.  

To alleviate this situation, the hospitals prescribe Miralax 
or something similar by the barrel full.  You will go or by golly, 
they are going to know the reason why.  It’s standard operating 
procedure.  One might also think, that due to the fact that it is 
standard operating procedure, that certain precautions might 
be taken before operating.  Be sure the tanks are empty before 
procedures are begun, so to speak.

That might be the way to think . . .  it ain’t the way to bet.  They 
wheeled me into the operating room.  The anesthesiologist and I 
had a short, meaningful conversation.  I disappeared, off to la-la 
land for a nap.  That is, according to after the incident reports, 
when the team rolled me over on to my stomach.  And the ship 
hit the sand.  Pressure was instantly released, doctors, nurses, 
tools, operating room, maybe the entire hospital and possibly all 
of Fargo were instantly contaminated. Surgery was called off and 
I had been unconscious through it all.

It Was A Messy Almost Surgery…
Hunting Colorado

Looking
   Back…

Now I’m

By: Gene Prim

Been There!…
 …Done That!

I had visitors the day before my scheduled surgery.  Stopping by were 
kids, grandkids and great grandkids, Lucy, Chris and Jessie Dishneau, Katie 
Szweduik, me, Gage Dishneau, Loretta Szweduik, Zach Prim and Dakota. 

NEW LIFE
 LUTHERAN CHURCH

Parish Office 218 867-6557
Rothsay, MN

Pastor Randy Whitehead           
Thursday, May 6 - National Day 

of Prayer.
Sunday, May 9 - Outdoor 

Worship, 10 a.m. Indoor Worship, 
11 a.m. 

Wednesday, May 12 - Council 
Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, May 16 - Confirmation 
Sunday. Outdoor Worship with 
Confirmation, 10 a.m. Indoor 
Worship, 11 a.m. Youth Games 
grades 6-8, 1 p.m. Youth Games 
grades 9-12, 2 p.m. 

Sunday, May 23 - Senior 
Recognition. Senior Recognition, 
9:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship, 10 a.m. 
Indoor Worship, 11 a.m.

Pastor Randy is on vacation May 
25-June 7, 2021.

* * * *

LITTLE BETHANY
 LUTHERAN CHURCH

Parish Office 218 867-6557
8 Miles SE of Barnesville                 

Sunday, May 9 - Worship, 8:45 
a.m.

Sunday, May 16 - Worship, 8:45 
a.m.

Sunday, May 23 - Worship, 8:45 
a.m. 

* * * *

SOUTH IMMANUEL  
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Mailing Address: PO Box 93
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572

Location Address: 
38041 Cty Hwy 21

Rothsay, MN
Pastor Phil Tobin

Telephone: 218 731-4353
Church Secretary: 218 863-4085

Sunday, May 9 - Council Meeting 
& Sunday School, 8:15 a.m. Worship, 
9 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. WELCA 
Meeting. 

Sunday, May 16 - Worship, 9 a.m. 
Coffee Fellowship. Sunday School  

Sunday, May 23 - Worship, 9 a.m. 
Coffee Fellowship & Sunday School.

 * * * *
NORTH  IMMANUEL

LUTHERAN CHURCH (LCMC)
12713 County Road 30, 

Pelican Rapids, MN
Office: 218 863-5447  

Wednesday, May 5 - 
Confirmation, 6 p.m. 

Thursday, May 6 - National Day 
of Prayer.

Sunday, May 9 - Mother’s Day 
Worship, 9 a.m. Bible Study, 10 a.m.

Wednesday, May 12 - 
Confirmation, 6 p.m.

Thursday, May 13 - Ascension 
Day.

Sunday, May 16 - Worship 
with Holy Communion & Senior 
Recognition, 9 a.m. 

Thursday, May 20 - Deadline for 
June Seed & Feed and Calendar.

Sunday, May 23 - Pentecost. 
Worship, 9 a.m.

* * * *

ROTHSAY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rothsay, Minnesota

Pastor Wendell Wahlin
Church: 218 867-2268 

Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. Worship, 
10:30 a.m.

* * * *

LAKES AREA WORD
FELLOWSHIP

Vergas, Minnesota
Spirit-filled Family Church

Pastors Larry and Terry Vosika
Telephone: 218 847-8499 

Church: 218 342-2620
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays - Midweek services, 

7 p.m.
Remember a church that’s alive is 

worth the drive.
* * * *

LREC Awards $19,400 In 
Funding To Organizations

Operation Round Up is a 
voluntary charitable fundraising 
program through LREC. The trust 
fund is overseen by a volunteer, nine-
member board of trustees, who are 
selected to serve by LREC’s board of 
directors. If you have a community 
project that needs funding, complete 
the online Operation Round Up 
Request for Funding form found 
on the LREC website and submit 
it with supporting documentation 
for consideration. Applications for 
funding will be accepted until June 
15, 2021. 

As a LREC member, you can 
participate in Operation Round Up 
by donating the extra change on 
your electric bill when rounding 
up to the next dollar ($0.01-$0.99 
each month). To sign up, members 
can visit the LREC website, log 
onto your SmartHub account, email 
billing@lrec.coop or call 800 552-
7658. 

Every quarter 
Lake Region Electric 
Cooperative (LREC) 
awards various 
recipients funding 
from their Operation 
Round Up program. During the 
April 12 meeting, the Operation 
Round Up Board of Trustees were 
excited to disburse $19,400 to 14 
local organizations and programs 
across the LREC service area. 

Not only did LREC distribute 
funds, but they were also happy to 
volunteer their time. Crew members 
from LREC assisted Inspiration 
Point, an Operation Round Up 
recipient, with the installation of 
their new zip line. LREC erected 
two utility poles for the camp and 
assisted in the initial zip line creation 
process. Crew members were happy 
to help with the project and eager to 
come back and try out the zip line 
when it’s completed.  

More award recipients from April 
include: Camp Joy, Henning Fire 
Department, Welcome Place and 
Quilts of Valor. For the full recipient 
list and donation amounts, please 
visit: lrec.coop/oru. 

HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS 

WASTE COLLECTION

Drop off 
any household 
hazardous waste 
at the

Rothsay 
City Shop
108 2nd St NW

FRIDAY, MAY 28
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

For more information, please contact the city hall, 
218 867-2254 or Otter Tail County Solid Waste, 218 
998-4898. - City of Rothsay

Items accepted include paint, stain, varnish, 
pesticides, adhesives, etc.


