
Congratulations RHS 
Class of 2021

10 Seniors Will Receive Diplomas During
Rothsay’s 87th Graduation Friday, May 28  
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The 2021 graduating class at 

Rothsay High School ties with the 
2020 class for being the smallest in 
school history.

Ten young men and women will 
receiving their diploma during the 
graduation ceremony on Friday, May 
28 at 7:00 p.m.

These 10 individuals began 
classes 13 years ago as kindergarten 
students, most in District 850 with 
a few in other communities. They 
began their school experience in the 
old Rothsay School. They moved 
to the new building as junior high 
students. They were able to enjoy the 
expanded facilities for the remainder 
of their high school education.

The last two years of their 
schooling have been fraught with 
changes and adapting to new ways of 
learning.

The 2021 graduating class has been 
fortunate to be able to participate in 
all of the normal high school activites 
this past year. Many of those activities 
and academic classes required mask 
wearing and other adaptations.

In-person learning continued 
throughout the year. Many area 
schools were forced to switch between 
in-person and distance learning 
because of COVID outbreaks. This 
has not been the case for Rothsay 
School.

A traditional graduation ceremony 
will be held honoring the class of 
2021 in the high school auditorium 
on Friday, May 28 at 7:00 p.m. No 
masks will be required.

Everyone will be welcome to 
attend the graduation ceremony. 
Friends and family will be able 
to meet and greet graduates in a 
receiving line outside the school right 
after the ceremony.

People with symptoms of 
COVID-19 should not attend the 
ceremony under any circumstances.

Grace Lider will give the welcome 
address from the class and Jazmyn 

Peterson will give the farewell. 
Commencement address will be 
given by Valedictorian Colby Larson 
and Salutatorian Ethan Bennett.

Smiles and tears will no doubt 
greet graduates as they present 
flowers to their parents. It is a special 
and emotional tradition at Rothsay 
graduations.

Graduates will process amid 
“Pomp and Circumstance” played 
by the high school band. There will 
also be a choir number during the 
ceremony.  They will sing “Time of 
Your Life.”

A parade of graduates will be 
held after the ceremony. Rothsay 
residents will be able to wave and 
greet the graduates as they progress 
through the community in decorated 
vehicles.

This will be the third class to 
graduate on a day other than Sunday 
since some time in the 1970s. This 
is the third year that Rothsay School 
Board has made the decision to 
recognize graduation on the evening 

of the last day of school. This year 
that will be Friday, May 28.

Prior to the change of three years 
ago, graduation had been held on the 
Sunday of Memorial weekend since 
1998. Before that, it was on the first 
Sunday in June or the last one in 
May. 

The Rothsay High School Class 
of 2021 chose royal blue, dark gray 
and white for their school colors. 
The class flower is the a white tulip 
dipped in blue.

As their class song the graduates 
chose “Simple Man” by Lynyrd 
Skynyrd.

The quote they chose to 
commemorate their class is  “Life 
moves pretty fast. If you don’t stop 
to look around once in a while, you 
could miss it” -Ferris Bueller.

The 10 RHS seniors receiving 
diplomas and their parents are: 
Ethan Bennett, son of Jami Krog 
and Bryon Bennett; Austin Brandt, 
son of Cale and Jessica Brandt; 
Craig Henning, son of Julie Smelter; 

Colby Larson, son of Chad and 
Lynn Larson; Gavin Larson, son of 
Eric and Kim Larson; Grace Lider, 
daughter of Terry and Jackie Lider; 
Tresten Petersen, Son of Joel and 
Heather Petersen; Jazmyn Peterson, 
daughter of Lindsey Peterson and 
Nick Sydow; Lilly Wheelright, 
daughter of Athena Rudh and Nick 
Wheelright; and Karsyn Zilmer, son 
of Wes and Tara Zilmer. 

Diplomas will be presented by 
Superintendent Wade Johnson and by 
District 850 School Board Chairman 
Justin Phillips. Superintendent 
Johnson will give some remarks 
during the graduation ceremony.

There will be restrooms available 
at the live graduation,  however, 
masks are required within the school 
building.

Those interested can follow 
Rothsay School on social media, 
Facebook, School Info App, 
Instagram to see any video that are 
posted. A video of the P.R.I.D.E. 
ceremony will be available on social 

media. Information is listed after this 
article on ways to connect with the 
school.

Graduates will likely be 
celebrated by having parties with 
family and guest either graduation 
evening or over the weekend.

From that point on, the 10 
graduates begin a brand new life in 
a big, sometimes cruel, real world. 
Some may leave the community 
immediately for jobs or military 
service. Others will enjoy a summer 
in their hometown before heading 
off to colleges and tech schools 
sometime in August.  It will be a new 
and exciting step that will require 
many adjustments for the graduates 
and their parents. 

Since the world is still dealing 
with the pandemic, some of those 
adjustments will be a little different 
than some 2021 graduates and 
parents expected when they dreamed 
of graduation day.

Even though mask mandates 
and restrictions lifted  in many 

areas, graduates plans may have to 
be altered from those of previous 
graduates. There may still be many 
college classes which will be held 
on-line.

Unlike the 2020 graduates, 
members of the 2021 graduating 
class were able participate in all of 
their sporting events. Band and choir 
concerts as well as the school play 
were held as scheduled during the 
year.

Rothsay School was one of the few 
in the area who were able to conduct 
in-person learning throughtout the 
entire 2020-20-21school year.

It is hoped that things will get 
back to what society knew as 
normal before the pandemic struck. 
However, that may not be the case, 
and these 10 graduates will face a 
different kind of world than previous 
graduates. That is not all bad. Some 
new practices and ways of doing 
things have proved to be beneficial 
and will likely continue in the future.
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