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Elsa, submitted by Katie 
Co� y, won the Donalsonville 
News’ 2020 festive furry friends News’ 2020 festive furry friends News’
Christmas Critter contest with 
57 votes. Each contestant in 
the contest received votes and 
a total of 160 votes were cast in 
the contest. Bandit, submitted 
by Renea Hester, was this year’s 
runner up with 41 votes.

Start planning now for next 
year’s contest!
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� e Georgia Department of 
Education has awarded another 
round of grants to districts to 
help them build teacher capacity 
around computer science edu-
cation, State School Superinten-
dent Richard Woods announced 
today. � irty school districts will 
receive the grants, for a total al-
location of $645,000. Seminole 
County will receive $25,000 of 
that total for computer science 
teacher training.

Computer science (CS) has 
become a high-demand career 
across multiple industries, and 
includes skills all students need 
to learn. � us far, the largest 
challenge for school districts 
in building this new discipline 
is building teaching capacity 
– there are currently 403 cre-
dentialed CS teachers and 1,000 

On Saturday, December 26th, at approxi-
mately 9:15 p.m., Seminole County 911 re-
ceived a call from a Sonny’s Liquor Store 
employee on Hwy. 39 near Lake Seminole re-
porting that he had been robbed at gun point.  
� e caller stated that he had been robbed by 
a white male wearing a mask, who le�  the 
scene driving a white or gray station wagon.   
Sergeant Craig Carr responded to the Sonny’s 
Liquor Store.  

Deputy Kale King was headed south on 

River Road when he spotted a vehicle match-
ing the description traveling north.  Deputy 
King turned around on the station wagon and 
clocked it 78 miles per hour.  Deputy King at-
tempted to stop the vehicle, when the driver 
sped up to over 100 mph.  Deputy King ad-
vised dispatch that he was in a chase with the 
vehicle.  

� e driver of the vehicle, later identi� ed as 
Tyler Michael Rice, continued north on River 
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2021 is almost here and the Donalsonville News

Georgia laws aimed at hate 
crimes, human traffi cking, 

unexpected medical charges 
and employment take effect 

on January 1, 2021

Laws protecting Georgians’ 
safety and their pocketbooks are 

among those taking e� ect on New 
Year’s Day.

Two opposing laws were born out 
of 2020’s Black Lives Matter move-of 2020’s Black Lives Matter move-
ment. Spurred by the shooting of Ah-ment. Spurred by the shooting of Ah-
maud Arbery, Georgia lawmakers in maud Arbery, Georgia lawmakers in 
June � nally passed a hate crimes law. 
House Bill 426, authored mainly by 

“� is bipartisan legislation is a 
powerful step forward. It’s a sign of 
progress,” Gov. Brian Kemp said in 
a press conference as reported at the 
time by USA Today. “Frankly, it’s the 
silver lining in these di�  cult times.” 
Georgia had been one of the few 
states yet to enact hate crimes legisla-

2021 New Year rings in new Georgia state laws

9

With this New Year’s edition of the Donal-
sonville News being printed one day early, sonville News being printed one day early, sonville News
when it hits the newsstands on Wednesday, 
there will be three days remaining to cast 
a vote in the January 5, 2021 Senate runo�  
election, two advance voting days, Wednes-
day, December 30 and � ursday, December 
31, and on Election Day, January 5. Advance 
voting is taking place during regular busi-
ness hours (8:30 a.m. through 5 p.m.  in the 
O�  ce of the Probate Judge in the Seminole 
County Courthouse until 5 p.m. on Decem-

ber 31. � e Seminole County Courthouse is 
located at 200 S. Knox Avenue, in downtown 
Donalsonville. 

Early voting will be suspended on Janu-
ary 1, as the Courthouse will be closed in ob-
servance of the New Year’s Day holidays, and 
the � nal opportunity to vote in this election 
will be at the polling place in your precinct 
on Election Day, Tuesday, January 5, 2021. 

 Georgia’s two Senate runo�  races are re-
ceiving record high turnout statewide due 

☛ See VOTE on Page 9 Perdue

Time is running out to vote in January 5 Senate RunoffTime is running out to vote in January 5 Senate Runoff

Two arrested for armed robbery at lake liquor store

2020 - What a Year - in Review

2020 has been an unprecedented year with a pandemic, political races, protests, and population counts dominating the headlines. 

appear on pages 14-20 in this edition.

☛ See ROBBERY 

First Port City Bank (FPCB) has purchased 
the former Ponder Enterprises-Webb House 
property on Highway 84 for its new 
Donalsonville location. 

Nancy Jernigan, FPCB Executive 
Vice President and Chief Lending 
O�  cer commented, “We are ex-
cited about our future in this new 
location where we will continue to 
o� er full-service banking and an ex-
ceptional customer experience”.  

Plans are to maintain the integrity and his-
torical elements of the Webb House property 
as it currently is, with limited changes inside to 

accommodate banking activities.  � e � omas 
house, shown above at the far le� , will be re-

“We could not be more excited about having 
the opportunity to continue the legacy of this 

beautiful property, and we are committed to 
carrying on the tradition of serving Seminole 
County as a true community partner like the 
Webbs and Ponders have done for many years. 
We have a wonderful banking team that is dedi-
cated to serving the needs of our customers and 
exceeding their expectations of what a true 
community bank can do. We believe this new 
branch location is re� ective of our commit-
ment to Donalsonville, and we look forward to 
many good things to come in the years ahead.”

Updates on the move and a schedule for the 
grand opening will be announced in the near 

First Port City Bank purchases Ponder complex

Schools 
awarded 

$25,000 for 
computer 
science 
training

☛ See SCIENCE on Page 9
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Time is running out to vote in January 5 Senate Runoff

In fact, 
you might say, 
newspapers 
invented
the idea of 
social media!

Local news, events, sports 
and community information are
a part of the Donalsonville News’ 
postings on paper and online.

Who is doing what in Seminole County? 
What’s happening at school?
Who is getting married? Who got an award? 
What’s new in the city and the county?
What’s happening at area churches, 
the library, the chamber of commerce
and the recreation department?

2021 is almost here and the Donalsonville News
presents a look back at the top stories in 2020

2020 has been an unprecedented year with a pandemic, political races, protests, and population counts dominating the headlines. 
The top stories affecting Seminole County and Southwest Georgia residents over the past twelve months

appear on pages 14-20 in this edition.

Donalsonville News

And, we receive more 
refrigerator postings than
Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram - combined!
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“� is bipartisan legislation is a 
powerful step forward. It’s a sign of 
progress,” Gov. Brian Kemp said in 
a press conference as reported at the 
time by USA Today. “Frankly, it’s the 
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accommodate banking activities.  � e � omas beautiful property, and we are committed to 

First Port City Bank purchases Ponder complex

River Road when he spotted a vehicle match-
ing the description traveling north.  Deputy 
King turned around on the station wagon and 
clocked it 78 miles per hour.  Deputy King at-
tempted to stop the vehicle, when the driver 
sped up to over 100 mph.  Deputy King ad-
vised dispatch that he was in a chase with the 
vehicle.  

Two arrested for armed robbery at lake liquor store

accommodate banking activities.  � e � omas 
house, shown above at the far le� , will be re-

moved to oblige a new parking area and 
drive thru facility.

� e sta�  ng of the bank will remain 
as it currently is with Dave Fain, 
Lender, LaToya Fennell, Branch 
Manager, Ti� any O’Hearn, Assistant 
Branch Manager, Ellen Taylor, Loan 

Assistant, Konner Gordon, Teller and 
Nancy Jernigan EVP/CLO.

Scott Ewing, FPCB President & CEO added, 
“We could not be more excited about having 
the opportunity to continue the legacy of this 

beautiful property, and we are committed to 
carrying on the tradition of serving Seminole 
County as a true community partner like the 
Webbs and Ponders have done for many years. 
We have a wonderful banking team that is dedi-
cated to serving the needs of our customers and 
exceeding their expectations of what a true 
community bank can do. We believe this new 
branch location is re� ective of our commit-
ment to Donalsonville, and we look forward to 
many good things to come in the years ahead.”

Updates on the move and a schedule for the 
grand opening will be announced in the near 
future.

sped up to over 100 mph.  Deputy King ad-
vised dispatch that he was in a chase with the 
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accommodate banking activities.  � e � omas 
house, shown above at the far le� , will be re-

beautiful property, and we are committed to 
carrying on the tradition of serving Seminole 

2021 is almost here and the Donalsonville News

Laws protecting Georgians’ 
safety and their pocketbooks are 

among those taking e� ect on New 

House Bill 426, authored mainly by 
Rep. Chuck Efstration of Dacula, im-
poses extra penalties for crimes mo-
tivated by bias against a victim’s race, 
gender or sexual orientation, among 

time by USA Today. “Frankly, it’s the 
silver lining in these di�  cult times.” 
Georgia had been one of the few 
states yet to enact hate crimes legisla-

☛ See NEW LAWS on Page 9

2020 - What a Year - in Review

House Bill 426, authored mainly by 
Rep. Chuck Efstration of Dacula, im-

time by USA Today. “Frankly, it’s the 
silver lining in these di�  cult times.” 
time by USA Today. “Frankly, it’s the 

Always have been.


