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Everyone has to go eventu-
ally.

And sometimes, the urge 
to purge yourself of bodily 
� uids comes in the most 
inconvenient of places – while 
you are on your way some-
where else, away from the safe 
and comfortable con� nes of 
your favorite bathroom.

But � nding a decent 
restroom facility while on 
the road doesn’t have to be a 
hassle.

For the past two decades, 
I have been conducting a 
research study on this topic, 
visiting restroom facilities 
throughout this nation, 
grading them on the follow-
ing criteria: 1. � eir sanitary 
conditions; B. � eir supply of 
needed equipment; C. Avail-
ability and convenience; and 
4. Other miscellaneous fac-
tors, such as interior design, 
what type of vending ma-
chines are on the wall, amount 
and quality of gra�  ti, and 
other factors.

� us, I present � e Rob-
bins Bathroom Report, to 
assist those who, for far too 
long, have had to play a cruel 
guessing game when search-
ing for a proper bathroom 
facility.

Below are the report’s 
rankings, using my own, 
original grading scale. � e 
grading scale goes from A to 

F, with A being the best, and F 
being the worst.

Hospitals – A+
When I was in college, a 

friend and I were travelling 
home when my navigator 
signaled the intense need for a 
bathroom. I attempted to pull 
into a convenience store.

“No, no,” he objected. 
“Take me to a hospital.”

Alarmed, I hurriedly fol-
lowed the signs to the nearest 
hospital, thinking my friend 
was in need of emergency 
bladder surgery. I should have 
known better.

� is friend was notori-
ously � nicky, even in the most 
dire of states, and would only 
relieve himself in the most 
cleanly of places. He later told 
me that hospitals have crack 
janitorial sta� s that almost 

always keep the bathrooms 
spotless and sanitary.

Sure enough, during my 
study, I found hospital janito-
rial sta� s to be the most astute 
in their � eld. Our current 
pandemic has only improved 
their resolve. � eir bathrooms 
are top-notch in terms of 
sanitary conditions, operable 
equipment, and emptiness.

Airports – B+
� is recommendation 

comes with a quali� er: � e 
smaller the airport, the better. 
And this ranking could be 
rather distorted by the Fort 
Smith, Arkansas airport, 
which has the most luxurious 
public restrooms in the world. 
On the wall outside their 
bathrooms, there are plaques 
from where they have won nu-
merous awards. If in the area, 
I would suggest a visit, even if 
you don’t have to use them.

Again, smaller airports 
rank very high; larger airports, 
not so much.

Hotels – B-
Unlike hospitals, which get 

high marks across the board, 
the quality of a hotel public 
restroom is o� en determined 
by the quality of the inn itself. 
Cuz’s Stay-A-Night-or-Hour 
is not as likely to be as im-
maculate as a Westin. Most of 
the well-known chains have 
restrooms adjacent to the 
lobby that are uniformly solid 

and vacant.
Fast-food restaurants – C-
A dicey lot. If the man-

ager is behind the counter, 
chances are, the bathrooms 
are adequate. But don’t count 
on any privacy. Warning: � e 
bathroom doors at Krystal 
are about a foot wide – hardly 
navigable a� er upsizing a 
meal there.

Convenience stores – D+
An even larger gamble. As 

a former participant in the 
convenience store arts, I know 
the person that is selling you 
the convenience store hot 
dog is o� en the same person 
scrubbing the toilets – not a 
licensed custodian.

In your yard - B
For men, using your yard 

is perfectly acceptable, and 
expected. For women, not as 
accepted, which I consider 
sexist.

In someone else’s yard - F
� is is not recommended. 

For some odd reason, people 
don’t particularly appreciate 
strangers using their yard as a 
toilet, and o� en use � rearms 
to illustrate their dissatisfac-
tion. 

� e best way to utilize 
this report is to cut it out and 
tape to the windshield of your 
automobile for quick reference 
when the urge hits you.

Happy toileting!
© Len Robbins 2021
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I blush as I write this (well, not really) 
but things are going well at the University 
of Georgia, the nation’s oldest state-char-
tered university, located in Athens, the 
Classic City of the South.  UGA President 
Jere Morehead’s State of the University 
address notes among other positives 
that U.S. News and World Report ranks 
my alma mater in the top 20 (#15) of all 
public universities in the nation.  Oh, did 
I mention we just got our 25th Rhodes 
Scholar?  All that and a pretty fair football 
team, too.  Our cup run-
neth over. . . .

In the interest of equal 
time, I will say that while 
most Republican politi-
cians in Georgia seem to 
have lost their tongues, a 
couple of Georgia Tech 
grads in the Legislature 
are showing some real 
backbone in standing up 
to the torch-and-pitch-
fork crowd still smarting 
over the results of the 
Presidential election. 
Former Yellow Jacket 
pitcher and current Lt. 
Gov. Geo�  Duncan seems not the least 
bit intimidated by the ominous rumblings 
coming from the Trumpsters about his 
future political career nor is he hesitant to 
speak his piece about the election being 
over and done with. . . .

Another Georgia Tech loyalist, State 
Rep. Bert Reeves, R-Cobb County, calls 
U.S. Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene “an em-
barrassment to Georgia” and “the face of 
radical political extremism.” Reeves does 
not say such things lightly.   If Republi-
cans have a lick of political sense, they 
will listen to these two men or get ready 

to hand the keys to the Governor’s o�  ce 
over to Democrat Stacey Abrams next 
November. . . .

Speaking of Greene (must we?) 
here is proof that political bu� oonery 
in Georgia is color-blind.  First, there 
was Cong. Cynthia McKinney, a Black 
woman whose only contributions to our 
state were a bunch of wacky conspiracy 
theories and positioning herself on the 
aisle at each State of the Union address in 
order to wet-kiss whatever unfortunate 

President happened to be 
coming by.  Greene, white 
as new-driven snow, is 
equally wacky. . . .

Greene, newly elected 
from Georgia’s 14th con-
gressional district held a 
press conference recently 
to say she was sorry – sort 
of – for saying things 
like suggesting that the 
California wild� res were 
started by a space laser 
beam which was con-
trolled by the Rothschilds, 
a prominent Jewish bank-
ing company, and (my 

favorite) that then-Supreme Court Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsberg was being played 
by a body double.  (Who?  Dolly Parton?)  
She was summarily stripped of all of her 
committee assignments, meaning her 
constituents can expect taxation without 
representation.  If she plays her cards 
right, Greene could replace McKinney as 
our next Ambassador to Outer Space. . . .

I don’t know if you watched the Super 
Bowl or not.  According to the ratings, 
not many did.  As is my wont, I didn’t 
turn on the television until a� er the Na-
tional Anthem was played and I changed 

channels during the hal� ime show 
because I have no idea who those people 
are.  So why do I bring this up?  It turns 
out that Tampa Bay coach Bruce Arians is 
the oldest coach to win a Super Bowl and 
Tom Brady is the oldest quarterback to 
do so.  You better watch us old folks.  We 
rock!. . . .

We are coming up on the 25th an-
niversary of the 1996 Centennial Olympic 
Games in Atlanta.  While I’m not sure 
if there will an o�  cial celebration or 
not, I will have my own anniversary to 
celebrate.  Two years a� er the Games, I 
was asked to write a guest column about 
how well the city did in hosting the event.  
I said Atlanta blew the Games.  � e city 
government was racist, the business com-
munity was more worried about tra�  c 
than how the city would appear to the 
world and the local media was in over 
their heads.   � at led to another column 
and then another and now 23 years and 
some 2,000 columns later, I � nd myself 
the most widely-syndicated columnist in 
Georgia.. . . .

Finally, the outpouring of support 
I have received across the state follow-
ing the loss of the beloved Woman Who 
Shares My Name has been nothing short 
of overwhelming.  So many of you have 
told me how you welcome me into your 
homes each week and how you have 
grieved for me and with me.  � e experi-
ence has reminded me that words have 
meaning and to be careful in my use of 
them.  So I will leave you with these two 
simple words:  � ank you.

o0o
You can reach Dick Yarbrough at dick@

dickyarbrough.com; at P.O. Box 725373, 
Atlanta, Georgia 31139 or on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/dickyarb

Dick Yarbrough

Tape this to the windshield of you car

Georgia did not expand its Medicaid program 
under the A� ordable Care Act, as everyone 
knows. Except that, in a manner of speaking, it 
did.

Since the A� ordable Care Act was passed, 
Georgia has increased its Medicaid rolls by 
almost the same number of people projected 
under expansion. Spending on Medicaid, includ-
ing both state and federal funds, likewise has 
increased by about the same amount as projected 
under expansion.

Oddly enough, the many bene� ts promised 
if the state expanded the program have not been 
realized. � at mightn’t seem so odd to opponents 
of the idea, some of whose warned negative 
impacts actually have come to pass.

First, let me explain. It is true that Georgia 
has not raised the income ceiling for Medicaid to 
138% of the federal poverty level, as envisioned 
in the A� ordable Care Act, aka Obamacare. But 
it is also true that Georgia nevertheless has seen 
a comparable surge in Medicaid enrollment.

Between 2010, when Obamacare was passed, 
and September 2020, the most recent month for 
which data are available, enrollment grew by 
more than 490,000 – an increase of almost one-
third. � at compares 
to projections that 
expansion would 
increase enrollment 
by about 650,000 per 
year during the � rst 
decade.

Similarly, Geor-
gia’s total spending 
on Medicaid has 
grown by about $4 
billion during that 
time. � e projections 
for expansion were 
about $4.5 billion per 
year during the � rst 
decade.

In other words, 
while Georgia did 
not expand eligibility, 
the results have been 
about the same, in terms of new spending and 
enrollment.

Now for that aforementioned oddity. Propo-
nents of expansion claimed a bump in Medicaid 
spending would boost the economy: creating 
tens of thousands of jobs, increasing sales taxes 
by millions of dollars and – perhaps most o� en 
invoked – saving rural hospitals. Yet, the bump 
Georgia did experience appears not to have had 
those e� ects.

Yes, healthcare employment increased during 
the past decade. But it grew at a slightly slower 
clip (28%) than during the previous 10 years 
(30%).

Meanwhile, state sales tax revenues have not 
even kept up with in� ation. If there was a hidden 
boost from all this Medicaid spending, it is well-
hidden indeed.

Finally, the rural hospital closures have slowed 
but not ceased; two more closed their doors in 
2020. Two of the main drivers in this sad trend, 
Georgia’s declining rural population and the low 
percentage of rural patients with insurance that 
pays the full cost of the care they receive, aren’t 
helped by a surge in Medicaid coverage. Because 
Medicaid pays less than the full cost of care, it 
most likely would mean the hospitals simply saw 
more patients on whom they lost money.

At best, this would only slow the bleeding, not 
stop it. � at’s why the notion that more Med-
icaid would lead to more doctors and � nan-
cially healthier hospitals – without a signi� cant 
increase in reimbursement rates, which are never 
factored into the expansion’s costs – has always 
been fanciful.

But there is one prediction about expansion 
that has come true: Medicaid has swallowed the 
state budget.

I’ve heard complaints lately about a decline 
in state spending per capita since before the 
Great Recession. Comparing the peak before one 
recession to what we hope is the low point a� er 
another one is rather unorthodox, but let’s go 
with it for the sake of argument.

� is supposed decline is true only in a narrow 
sense: Including only state funds, and adjusting 
for in� ation, Georgia plans to spend about $67 
less per person in the next budget than in 2008. 
Including federal funds, however, spending will 
be higher.

Yet, even as real state spending per capita has 
fallen slightly, it has risen by $76 per resident 
for Medicaid. Expansion would have piled more 
spending on top of that. Even without expansion, 
Medicaid has crowded out new spending for 
most other state programs.

� e answer is not to sink another $4.5 bil-
lion per year, and hundreds of thousands more 
enrollees, onto this broken program. It’s to seek 
better ways to improve healthcare access for all 
Georgians, in a way Georgia can actually a� ord.

Kyle Wing� eld is president and CEO of the 
Georgia Public Policy Foundation: www.geor-
giapolicy.org. 

Public 
Policy

Kyle Wingfi eld

� e Donalsonville News reminds letter to the editor 
writers that shorter is better. Concise letters are not only 
better read, they are more likely to be published because 
limited space is available. Almost any point can be made 
in 350 words or fewer, so this is set as an upper level for 
length. 

Unsigned letters, letters signed with a � ctitious sig-
nature, copies of letters sent to public o�  cials, or letters 
containing unveri� ed or anonymous quotes will not be 
accepted. 

We limit letters on a subject when we feel it has been 
thoroughly aired to the point of letters becoming repeti-
tive. Also rejected are letters that are libelous, in bad 
taste, or are personal attacks on individuals or private 
businesses. 

Writers must include addresses and telephone num-
bers. � ese are for identi� cation purposes only, and will 
not be published. 

Send letters to the editor to P.O. Box 338, Donalson-
ville, Georgia 39845

Letters to the Editor are always welcome


