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We had yet another busy 
week here at the Capitol, 
con vening for four more 
legislative days and mak-
ing signi�  cant progress on 
an number of legislative 
priorities. � e Senate passed 
a total of ten bills covering 
top ics ranging from looking 
a� er our military veter-
ans and their families, to 
protecting victims of human 
tra�  cking across the state. 
We also ful� lled one-half of 
our consti tutional obligation 
and passed the Amended 
Budget for the 2021 Fiscal 
Year.

 Of particular note were 
Senate Bills 33 and 34, which 
would allow for a victim of 
human tra�  cking to claim a 
civil cause of action against 
their perpetrator and allow a 
victim to petition the court 
to change their name under 
seal, re spectively. � ese bills 
were not only a priority of 
the General Assembly, but 
also of Gov. Brian Kemp 
and First Lady Marty Kemp. 
While human tra�  cking 
remains a vile and hei nous 
act, these bills ensure that 
the legal system is look-
ing out for the victims and 
granting them the resources 
they need to seek justice and 
to return to a safe life.

Governor Brian Kemp, 
Lt. Governor Geo�  Duncan, 
Speaker David Ralston, and 
other members of House and 
Senate leadership gathered 
this week to announce that 
57,159 state employees who 
earn less than $80,000 will 
receive a one-time bonus of 
$1,000 during the current 
� scal year. Leveraging sav-
ings from federal assistance, 
the AFY 2021 budget 
includes an additional $59.6 
million for these hardwork-
ing employees, and the 
$80,000 cap aligns with the 
Teacher Salary Schedule’s 
maximum salary.

To address a more than 
90 percent turnover rate, 
correctional o�  cers will also 
receive this bonus in addi-
tion to a 10 percent salary 

increase that is included 
in this budget. Since the 
pandemic began almost a 
year ago, our state employ-
ees have worked tirelessly 
to continue to provide state 
services to every Georgian 
and this bonus is a way to 
thank them for their dedica-
tion to our state.

Gov. Kemp, Lt. Gov. 
Duncan, and Speaker 
Ralston announced the ex-
pansion of rural broadband 
service across 18 counties 
in Middle Georgia through 
a new Electric Member-
ship Cooperation (EMC) 
partnership. � e House has 
spearheaded initiatives and 
legislation in recent years 
to support rural economic 
development, including 
broadband expansion.

 A� er weeks of debates 
and hearings, the Amended 
Budget for 2021 Fiscal Year 
(AFY21) o�  cially received 
� nal passage and has been 
sent to the Governor’s desk. 
Completing this task was no 
small feat and required an 
unprecedented level of co-
operation between Gen eral 
Assembly sta�  and Geor-
gia’s state departments and 
agencies. While this time 
last year we were forced to 
make some di�  cult � nan-

cial decisions based on an 
expected decline in revenue, 
we are happy to report that 
the resiliency of Georgia’s 
businesses buoyed our state’s 
economy, and we are in a 
much stronger � nancial 
position than originally 
expected.

 � e Amended Fiscal Year 
2021 (AFY 2021) budget, or 
House Bill 80, also received 
� nal passage this week. As 
passed, the AFY21 budget 
totals $25.56 billion and 
addresses many of the areas 
where � nances were reduced 
during last year’s budget 
cycle. Some of these are:

K-12 education made up 
the largest single expenditure 
in the budget at $9.6 billion, 
including a $567 million 
restoration of funds initially 
cut from the original FY21 
budget.

$40 million to pro cure 
520 new school buses, which 
function not only as trans-
portation for students, but 
also serve the vital purposes 
of delivering lunches to 
children in rural areas and 
serving as Wi-Fi hotspots.

To assist with the on-
going COVID-19 pandemic, 
$27 million was allocated to 
the Department of Public 
Health to revamp and mod-

ernize their IT infrastructure 
and public health surveil-
lance technology. � is fund-
ing will not only help speed 
up research on COVID-19, 
but will help identify poten-
tial future outbreaks.

While these are only a 
few highlights, I encourage 
you to take a look at the full 
budget https://www.legis.
ga.gov/legislation/58910 for 
more informa tion on how 
your tax dollars are allo-
cated.

 With the supplemental 
budget o�  cially behind us, 
we are now prepared to take 
on our other priorities of the 
session including election 
reform, strengthening our 
healthcare sys tem, and, of 
course, getting to work on 
the General Budget for the 
2022 Fiscal Year. If you have 
any question or concerns 
about the budget or about 
any of the legislation in this 
document, I encourage you 
to reach out to my o�  ce.

I remain dedicated to 
serving your interests as 
your State Senator.

Please feel free to contact 
me with your thoughts or 
concerns on pending issues, 
or whenever I can be of 
service.

You can also stay in touch 

by visiting https://www.legis.
ga.gov to watch a live stream 
of the Senate in action, as 
well as archived committee 
meetings, and review legisla-
tion that we are considering. 
I am honored to serve Senate 
District 11. � ank you for 
allowing me to be your 
Senator. 

Sincerely,
Senator Dean Burke

Senator Dean Burke

Contact 
Senator Burke at
421-B State Capitol
Atlanta, GA 30334

Phone: (404) 656-0040
 or

1906 Legette Drive
Bainbridge, GA 39819
Phone: (229) 243-6267

State o�  cials unveiled details of a bipartisan bill Tuesday 
aimed at revising Georgia’s citizen’s arrest law to limit who 
can detain someone suspected of a crime.

 � e � rst major criminal-justice measure proposed in the 
2021 legislative session, sponsored by Rep. Bert Reeves, R-
Marietta, would repeal a current Georgia law that broadly 
allows private citizens to detain someone who commits a 
crime in their presence or during an escape attempt.

It would still allow owners and employees in businesses 
including restaurants, as well as security guards and out-of-
jurisdiction police o�  cers, to detain those believed to have 
committed a crime on their property – so long as they’re 
handed over to local authorities within an hour.

� e proposed changes would not a� ect the state’s stand-
your-ground law or any other legal protections for Geor-
gians who seek to reasonably defend themselves from 
crimes committed against themselves or others, o�  cials 
stressed at a news conference Tuesday.

“Our bill to overhaul the citizen’s arrest statute is a bal-
anced approach to protecting the lives and livelihoods of 
ourselves, our friends [and] our neighbors, while also pre-
venting rogue vigilante-ism from threatening the security 
and God-given potential of all Georgians,” said Gov. Brian 
Kemp.

Kemp, joined by more than a dozen top state lawmakers 
from both parties, called the state’s current Civil War-era 
citizen’s arrest law “an antiquated law that is ripe for abuse.”

He said the bill stems from the killing of Ahmaud Ar-
bery, a Black man who was jogging in a neighborhood out-
side Brunswick on Feb. 23, 2020, when two white men who 
suspected him of robbing a nearby home under construc-
tion shot him dead while trying to detain him.

� e two men, Travis and Gregory McMichael, were ar-
rested months later a� er protests over police brutality and 
racial injustice swept across the country and drew attention 
to the lack of action in the case by coastal Georgia authori-
ties. � ey have pleaded not guilty, citing the citizen’s arrest 
law.

Anger over Arbery’s death and protests over the killing 
of George Floyd by a police o�  cer in Minnesota on May 25, 
2020, convinced a bipartisan slate of Georgia lawmakers last 
June to pass legislation outlawing hate crimes in the state. 
� e citizen’s arrest bill follows up on that measure, Kemp 
said.

“Like the anti-hate crimes legislation, reforming Geor-
gia’s citizen’s arrest statute is � rst and foremost about who 
we are as a state,” Kemp said Tuesday. “In Georgia, we value 
lives … regardless of race, creed or culture.”

� e bill comes as Democratic lawmakers push a wide-
ranging package of criminal-justice reform proposals in-
cluding bans on certain police tactics like no-knock war-
rants and chokeholds, citizen-led oversight of inquiries into 
o�  cer-involved shootings and stronger standards for use-
of-force training. 

Republican lawmakers have taken a less-expansive ap-
proach to criminal justice this session, so far � ling bills to 
ease employment challenges for people on probation and 
carrying out Kemp’s priority to crack down harder on hu-
man tra�  cking.

So far, Reeves’ measure on citizen’s arrests faces the best 
odds for passing in the Republican-controlled General As-
sembly, despite wariness by some Democratic leaders to ac-
cept the proposed legal protections for business owners to 
detain suspected criminals.

Rep. Calvin Smyre, D-Columbus, who is the legislature’s 
longest-serving member, sought to quell concerns from 
within his party Tuesday by assuring the bill has backing 
from criminal-justice advocates and has elicited “excite-
ment” from Arbery’s family.

“I think we’re on pretty good footing,” Smyre said a� er 
the news conference. “We assured the [Arbery] family and 
those in Brunswick that citizen’s arrest would be our next 
move. … It would have been an abdication of our respon-
sibility if we had not touched citizen’s arrest early on in this 
legislative session.”

� e bill also has support from James Woodall, the presi-
dent of Georgia’s chapter of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, saying he “fully endorses” 
Reeves’ measure.

“We urge members of both parties and in both chambers 
to do the same,” Woodall said.

Citizen’s arrests in Georgia to face limits in General Assembly bill

A bill aimed at preventing 
Georgia city and county govern-
ments from making deep cuts in 
the budgets of their local police 
agencies advanced in the Georgia 
House of Representatives Tuesday.

 Sponsored by state Rep. Hous-
ton Gaines, R-Athens, the bill 
would limit local governments 
from reducing funds for police by 
more than 5% over a 10-year span. 
It includes exemptions for smaller 
jurisdictions and for spending on 
equipment purchases.

Gaines highlighted recent 
failed attempts by some Athens 
and Atlanta elected o�  cials to 
slice millions of dollars from their 
police budgets amid protests over 
police brutality and racial injustice 
that swept across Georgia and the 
country last Summer.

“� ese e� orts are underway in 
our state and certainly something 
I think we need to � ght against,” 
Gaines said. “We all recognize that 
supporting law enforcement is of 
the utmost importance and, in my 

opinion, the most important role 
that our local governments have.”

� e bill cleared the House Gov-
ernmental A� airs General Gov-
ernment Subcommittee and now 
heads to the full committee for an-
other vote before potentially mov-
ing to the House � oor.

 � e bill comes a� er last Sum-
mer’s protests following high-pro-
� le killings of black men by police 
o�  cers, including the deaths of 
George Floyd in Minnesota and 
Rayshard Brooks in Atlanta.

 Property destruction and vio-
lence at some of those protests 
sparked a backlash from conser-
vative leaders over a push by some 
progressive o�  cials to curb police 
funding, dubbed “defund the po-
lice.” � e subject took center stage 
as an issue for both political par-
ties in the 2020 election cycle.

 Opposition to the bill came 
Tuesday from the Georgia Mu-
nicipal Association and the Asso-
ciation County Commissioners of 
Georgia (ACCG), which represent 

city and county governments. De-
cisions on police funding should 
be le�  to local o�  cials, said Todd 
Edwards, ACCG’s deputy legisla-
tive director.

 “Police power is one of our 
inherent or supplemental powers 
under the constitution,” Edwards 
said. “We’d like to maintain our 
� exibility to fund and manage po-
lice forces how our local elected 
o�  cials – those accountable to the 
public – feel is the best use of tax-
payer dollars.”

Bill to block defunding police in Georgia advances in state House
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As boats grind through 
the grass choked channels, 
the cut grass forms � oating 
mats. And how well I know, 
as we have to keep removing 
those huge mats of � oating 
aquatic weeds from in front 
of the dock. 

Boat tra�  c this past week 
has been minimal, much less 
than usual, probably due to 
the low water and heat. Ra-
dar can show storms headed 
to Lake Seminole from the 
south almost daily, but they 
never make it past the lake. 
It appears the lake has some 
e� ect on those storms con-
tinuing to produce. Instead 
the storms will separate and 
go up both sides of the lake. 
� is puts some going north 
up the Chattahoochee River, 
and others going towards 
Bainbridge. Nothing new, 
been watching the same hap-
pening for years now. 

In the woods it’s not going 

so well. Knowing hunters are 
interested, so let me tell you. 

August is the month in 
this area of Southwest Geor-
gia when poisonous snakes 
are having their young, 
giving live birth. � e female 
snake will usually den them 
up in a hole, gopher, arma-

dillo etc . . . � ey then stay 
near to guard the young from 
kingsnakes. Oh yes, there will 
be kingsnakes a� er them, 
I have seen it � rst hand. I 
killed 27 rattlers in two days 
at a gate we had to use a few 
years back. I couldn’t leave 
that many rattlesnakes at the 
gate; we o� en had to use that 
gate at night. Snakes begin to 
move this time of year for a 
couple reasons. 

Fall is coming, causing 
their prey to relocate, and 
due to crops being harvested. 
When the rodents run, the 
snakes will follow, all kinds 
of snakes, and some could be 
going to your camper. I keep 
a few cotton balls or paper 
towels in lower compart-
ments of my camper with 
peppermint oil on them. 
Rats and mice don’t like 
peppermint;  if there’s no 
rodents, the snakes will not 
be coming into the camper. 

� e smell doesn’t last forever, 
so it’s good to refresh now 
and then. If you can’t smell 
it, it’s time to refresh. I also 
keep the grass short and 
weeds away from the camper. 
Check all your bottom closed 
spaces to see if you have any 
snake sheds. � at will let you 
know if snakes have been 
there. 

It’s been too dry for 
planting, some of my club 
members have been cleaning 
up the roads and prepping 
plots for planting when it 
does rain. Letting a local fel-
low stay a� er the wild swine 
is helping. We’re not seeing 
much hog sign anymore. 
Before giving permission 
to hunt hogs, hog sign was 
everywhere, and it didn’t 
do much good to plant 
anything. We believe this 
will make for a better deer 
season. 

See you outdoors.

Another hot week with low water 
conditions on Lake Seminole

Son of 
Seminole
Son Anderson
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� e Donalsonville News was noti� ed on Sun-
day, July 26 that a Donalsonville City Hall employee 
had tested positive for COVID-19, and a number of 
Donalsonville Police Department o�  cers had tested 
positive as well.

City Hall o�  ce, public areas and the entire police 
department facility were deep cleaned and sanitized 
over the weekend.

City Hall closed beginning Monday, July 27, and 
all employees were tested for the virus. As of press 
time on Wednesday those test results had not been 
announced.  City Hall tentatively plans to reopen its 
o�  ces to the public on a limited basis on Monday, Au-
gust 3. Citizens coming into the o�  ce are encouraged 
to wear face coverings.

City Manager Steve Hicks commented that even 
though o�  ces may be closed for COVID-19 safety 
precautions, all city services are continuing under 
normal operation. “� e safety of our employees and 
all citizens in our community remains, as always, our 
top priority.”

Until normal o�  ce operations resume, residents 
are requested to call 229-524-2888 for City Hall re-
lated services and to dial 911 for public safety issues. 

Updates will be announced as soon as that infor-
mation becomes available at donalsonvillenews.com 
and on the newspaper’s Facebook page.
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With the reported statewide 
deaths from COVID-19 now exceed-
ing 3,500, the Georgia Department of 
Health reported the number of Semi-
nole countians testing positive for the 
Coronavirus signi� cantly increased 
this week, while the number of  local 
citizens who have died from the dis-
ease remained at two. 

As of Wednesday, July 29, the coun-
ty has now recorded 107 positive cas-
es, and two virus related deaths since 
reporting began in mid March. � at 
is an increase of twenty eight positive 
cases locally in the past week, and an 
increase of  � � y seven since June 30.

� e 107 number is not a total of the 

number of active local cases, but rath-
er, as stated above, a cumulative total 
since March. � e number of active, or 
recovered cases is not reported by the 
Georgia State Department of Health.

Georgia’s Public Health emergency 
and the shelter-in-place request for 
people ages 65 and older, seniors living 

in long-term care facilities and persons 
with certain chronic health issues con-
tinues. Social distancing, keeping six 
feet apart from others, wearing masks 
in public and hand washing continue 
to be encouraged for all Georgians.

As of Wednesday, July 29, there 
have been 175,052 cases of COVID-19 
statewide - out of 1,738,416 people 
tested - and 3,563 deaths reported to 
state health o�  cials. Since this time 
last week, 26,064 additional people 
have tested positive in Georgia for 
COVID-19; and, during that same 
time period, the state’s number of CO-
VID-19 related deaths increased by 
309.

Local COVID-19 case total to date 
increases to one hundred and seven!

Seminole County Family Connection’s annual 
“School Supply Scramble” for Pre-K through � � h 
grade students will be held � ursday, August 6th in 
the Seminole County Elementary School gymnasi-
um.  Because of COVID-19 safety precautions Pre-
K, Kindergarten, � rst and third grade students will 
enter the gym between 3 and 5 p.m. Second, fourth 
and � � h grade students will enter the gym between 
the hours of 5 and 7 p.m. During the designated 
times students will meet with their teacher � rst to 
receive a ticket to redeem in the gym for school sup-
plies.

 Community partners can support the scramble 
by donating wide-ruled loose leaf paper, pencils, 
colored pencils, colored markers and three-prong 
folders. � ese items can either be purchased, or par-

ticipating partners can make a monetary donation to 
support the purchase of schools supplies. 

Businesses and organizations can also provide 
information marketing their products and services 
to be placed in the give away bags. If interested, a 
minimum quantity of 300 is requested. 

To volunteer, make a donation or to schedule 
a pick up time of donated supplies contact Billie 
McLendon by July 27th at 229-309-0531.

Community sponsors for this year’s event are 
Piggly Wiggly, Seminole County Elementary School, 
Georgia Pines Georiga APEX Program, Girl Scouts 
of Historic Georgia, Donalsonville-Seminole Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce, First Port City Bank, 
PeoplesSouth Bank, Ameris Bank, the Donalsonville 
News and Seminole County Family Connection.

Family Connection’s School Supply Scramble is August 6
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✤ Wear a mask when out in public or when you cannot keep distance inside.
✤ Practice physical distancing - six feet from those you don’t live with.
✤ Wash your hands for 20 seconds several times throughout the day with soap 
     and warm water.
✤ Follow the Governor’s Executive Order and heed the guidance provided by public 
     health o�  cials. � e complete text of the Executive Order can be found at https://
     assets.documentcloud.org/documents/6999484/07-15-20-Georgia-Executive-Order.pdf

Georgians asked to do four things for four weeks in August

Get counted today at 
2020census.gov

Seminole County and most counties in 
Georgia are lagging in the count of the 2020 
U.S. Census as outreach workers struggle 
to reach communities in isolated areas for 
counting amid the Coronavirus pandemic.

� e decennial count a� ects the state’s 
share of a huge pot of federal dollars given 
annually for a wide range of programs like 
Medicaid and Medicare, food stamps, hous-
ing vouchers, highway construction, child-
care services, special education and more.

As of this week, 32 counties – mostly 
in rural South Georgia – of the state’s 159 
counties had a census completion rate of 

less than 40%, according to Census Bureau 
data. Combined, just 15% of those counties’ 
households had � lled out the census via the 
internet.

Seminole County is one 
of these counties, currently 
reporting a 38.9% response 
rate. � e City of Donalsonville is 
currently reporting a 49.1% re-
sponse rate, and Iron City has a 
rate of 35.4%.

Donalsonville Mayor Ron 
Johnson commented, “As a resi-
dent of Donalsonville and Semi-
nole County, I would like to urge all those 
that have yet to complete their census, to 

please make this a top priority. It is of the 
upmost importance that your census form 
be completed. � e census is used to compile 
an accurate count of the number of people 
that reside in our city/county, and this num-
ber is used to determine the disbursement 

of funds to each city/county in our 
state. For the betterment of us all, 

let’s work together to make sure 
that each and every person in our 
community is counted.” 

Roughly $1.5 trillion will be 
available for states to tap into, de-

pending on the size of their census-
determined populations, according to 

research from Georgia Washington Univer-

sity. � e larger the population, the larger the 
share.

But so far, only 58.4% of households in 
Georgia have � lled out the census this year, 
far fewer than the 72% completion rate the 
state saw in 2010, according to data from 
the U.S. Census Bureau. � e low response 
rate ranks Georgia 35th among all states 
and trails the 62.6% national average.

� at has prompted worry among local 
workers and volunteers tasked with boost-
ing Georgia’s census count this year.

“From a statewide standpoint, we’re just 
not doing well,” said Michele NeSmith, re-
search and policy development director 

County’s 2020 census response rate among lowest in the state

☛See CENSUS on Page 9A

Local schools to reopen for 
in-person instruction August 12th

Online Distance Learning Option 
information meeting set for July 30

City employees test 
positive for virus

� e Seminole County School System is 
proceeding with plans to open all schools 
for in-person instruction on Wednesday, 
August 12. 

� e school system’s guidelines for re-
turning to school for in-person 
instruction in the Fall included in 
the system’s COVID-19 Roadmap 
to Reopening plan is available for 
viewing on the Seminole County 
Board of Education website. Visit 
www.seminole.k12.ga.us

An alternative online option is 
available  for the 2020-21 school term and 
discussion meetings with all interested 
parties about online distance learning op-
tions will be held on � ursday, July 30 at 
the Seminole County Elementary School 

Auditorium. 
Parents and guardians for Kindergarten 

through � � h grade students will meet in 
person at 6 p.m.

Parents and guardians for sixth twel� h 
grade students will meet in per-
son at 7 p.m.

 In order to maintain CDC so-
cial distancing recommendations, a 
maximum of two parents or guard-
ian will be allowed to attend onsite 
orientation. Only families with sub-

mitted interest applications are invit-
ed to attend the orientation process. 

� e Online Orientation for Distance 
Learning was emailed to the ones that � lled 
out the online interest application. Parents 
☛See BACK TO SCHOOL on Page 11A

As of July 29, 2020As of July 29, 2020

Read our lips pages,

and stay safe!

Donalsonville News

Ready to get into the woods for some hunting? Squir-
rel hunting season provides the � rst opportunity of the 
year, according to the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources’ Wildlife Resources Division.

Beginning August 15, and lasting through February 
28, 2021, hunters can pursue both gray and fox squirrels. 
� e maximum daily bag limit is 12 per hunter.

Georgia’s wildlife management areas (WMA) o� er 
access to nearly one million acres of hunting opportu-
nity, and squirrel hunting is allowed on WMAs at speci-
� ed times during the statewide squirrel season (https://
georgiawildlife.com/allwmas). Hunters are advised to 
check the current hunting regulations for speci� c WMA 
dates and info (http://www.eregulations.com/georgia/
hunting/).

Both gray and fox squirrels can be found throughout 
Georgia. � e gray squirrel, abundant in both rural and 
urban areas is the most common species. � ough most-
ly associated with hardwood forests, grays also can be 
found in mixed pine/hardwood forests. Predominantly 
gray, with white under parts, gray squirrels appear more 
slender-bodied than fox squirrels, weighing anywhere 
from 12 ounces to 1.5 pounds.

 Fox squirrels have several color phases, varying from 
silver-gray with a predominantly black head, to solid 
black, to a light bu�  or brown color tinged with reddish-
yellow. Generally larger than grays, fox squirrels range 
in weight from one pound to nearly three, and are more 
closely associated with mature pine and mixed pine/
hardwood habitats, and especially in the Piedmont and 
Coastal Plain regions.

 For more information on the 2020-2021 squirrel 
hunting season, or other hunting seasons, visit https://
georgiawildlife.com/hunting/hunter-resources. To re-
new or purchase a hunting license, visit www.GoOut-
doorsGeorgia.com.

Southwest Georgia Farm Credit 
has named Ragan Fretwell its Farm 
Credit Leasing Relationship Manager. 
Fretwell, who currently serves the 
Association as the Farm Credit Ex-
press Relationship Manager, will work 
closely with bor-
rowers who can 
bene� t from the 
many advantag-
es leasing o� ers. 
A 17-year veteran of the Farm Credit 
System, Fretwell will continue in her 
role as Express Relationship Manager.

“Leasing o� ers farmers and farm 
businesses the advantage of an easy 
and convenient process, with the abil-
ity to structure to match harvest cy-
cles, cash � ows, and tax requirements,” 
Fretwell said. “For farmers who want 
to conserve cash, enjoy the bene� ts of 
a � xed rate with lower payments, and 
gain tax advantages, leasing is an op-
tion to consider.”

Fretwell pointed out that leasing 
farm equipment, metal buildings and 
storage, grain bins, processing and 
packaging equipment, � eet vehicles 

and specialized farm equipment, 
among other things, can prove to 
have a positive impact on a farm busi-
ness’s bottom line. “A farm business 
can improve its debt-to-income ratio 
and working capital when it removes 

current debt 
from its bal-
ance sheet,” 
Fretwell said. 
“Depending 

on an operator’s or producer’s goals, 
leasing can also be a way to think about 
farm transition from one generation to 
the next. Leasing is another tool in the 
farm transition toolbox.”

Fretwell noted that lease payments 
are typically 100 percent deductible. If 
a producer chooses to own a structure, 
they generally are limited to deprecia-
tion and a deduction for interest ex-
penses. And, leases can be structured 
to � t speci� c tax strategies - whether a 
producer wants accelerated deprecia-
tion or no depreciation.

“Leasing is an option you should 
discuss with your Farm Credit Rela-
tionship Manager and your tax ad-

SWGA Farm Credit names Ragan Fretwell 
Leasing Relationship Manager

Ragan Fretwell

Georgia’s Bushytail 
season begins Aug.15

Contact Ragan Fretwell at 
229.254.6391 or 

RFretwell@SWGAFarmCredit.com

visor,” Fretwell said. “We’d like the 
opportunity to get the conversation 
started and show producers and agri-
businesses the advantages of leasing 
with Farm Credit Leasing.”

Contact Ragan Fretwell at 
229.254.6391 or RFretwell@SWGA-
FarmCredit.com.


