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uncle Jack Robinson and one of his sons in the old Jewett Messenger office. Behind Uncle Jack is the pool table Anna Belle used to set her pages. The 
son is leaned up against the old gas powered press that the paper was printed on for many, many years. Old pool table finds new home - see page 9

136 Years of The Jewett Messenger come to a close

The little building on Main Street is gone now, but for many years the Jewett 
Messenger newspaper was printed here.

Mrs. Anna Belle Pettey was the editor, publisher, printer and distributor of 
the Jewett newspaper after she inherited it from her father, J.S. Robinson 
when he died in 1942.

For the final issue of 
the Jewett Messenger, 
from this publisher, we 
look back at some of the 
paper’s history. Some 
of the following articles 
were written by former 
publisher, Peggy Robin-
son Estep and contribut-
ing writer Kristy Vande-
griff.

From December 
2011, Messenger

Currently owned by 
David and Gail Clute, 
this newspaper got its 
start more than 130 
years ago. History tells 
us that The Jewett Mes-
senger officially began 
in 1885 under the direc-
tion of H.S. Robinson. 
Before that start there 
was The Advance, run 
by Jim Holland, fol-
lowed by The Indepen-
dent Farmer, under the 
ownership of Ed Farrar. 
H.S. purchased it and 
changed the name and 
thus The Jewett Mes-
senger began. 

H.S. soon sold the 
paper to his son, J.S. 
Robinson, known to ev-
eryone as Uncle Jack. 
Under his leadership 
the newspaper grew and 
flourished and became 
known as the paper 
with news even when 
there wasn’t any. Some 
of his tall tales were 
very inventive and one, 
about a gorilla escap-
ing from a circus train 
and roaming the Brazos 
River bottom, even gar-
nered him an invitation 
to New York to appear 
on a radio program. 

Shortly before 1941 
Uncle Jack’s daugh-
ter, Anna Belle, took 
the reins and carried 
on much as Uncle Jack 
had. When Ms. Anna 
Belle passed away in 
1964 her son, L.D. (Dub) 
Pettey and his wife, 

Carolyn, took over the 
running of the paper. In 
2000, the Pettey’s sold 
the paper to Peggy Es-
tep, after 115 years of 
the paper being owned 
and operated by the 
same family.

In 2011 the Clutes 
purchased the paper 
and have continued to 
work to make it the best 
little newspaper in Tex-
as. 
From the 125th 
Anniversary issue

While Uncle Jack 
owned and operated 
The Jewett Messenger, 
each of his five children 
and two grandchildren 
helped him, off and on, 
during their years at 
home.

His daughter, Anna 
Belle, worked with her 
father for several years 
prior to his death in 
1941 when she assumed 
full responsibility of the 
paper.

She carried on much 
as Uncle Jack had, 
continuing to set the 
type by hand and print 
the paper on the old 
gasoline powered press 
her father had used. 
She also continued the 
column “Picked Up and 
Printed Regardless” 
that her father had 
started. She often said 
her editorial guideline  
was, “I won’t print 
anything that I think 
will hurt anybody.”

Ms. Anna Belle ran 
The Jewett Messenger 
until her death in 1964 
at the age of 62.

At that time, her 
son, L.D. (Dub) Pettey 
and his wife, Carolyn 
Easley Pettey, took over. 
Carolyn ran the day-
to-day operation of the 
paper from their home in 
Rosebud and later Waco, 
while Dub continued 
his career as a school 
administrator.  With her 

young children, Lynne, 
Lisa, Susan and Bubba 
in tow, she drove to East 
Texas every week to pick 
up the news and have it 
printed and distributed.

In 2000, Dub and 
Carolyn Pettey sold 
The Jewett Messenger 
to current editor, Peggy 
Estep, after 115 years of 
the paper being owned 
and operated by the 
same family.

The last ten years, 
has seen The Jewett 
Messenger continue to 
grow and evolve, just 
as it did during the first 
115 years of publication.

Over the years, many 
changes have taken 
place.

The paper has grown 
from a four-page paper to 
12-16 pages. It has been 
transformed from hand-
set type, to linotype, 
to a computerized 
production. It has gone 
from strictly black and 
white to color each week.

Throughout the 
history of the paper, 
some of the goals have 
been to report the news, 
keep people informed, 
promote the community 
and county, stand for 
what is spiritually and 
morally right, and help 
folks when and where it 
was possible.

Sometime through 
the years, the paper’s 
slogan changed from 
“picked up and printed 
regardless,” to “We 
guarantee to interest if 
not to please.” And The 
Jewett Messenger has 
continued to interest, 
with subscribers from 
all over the United 
States and even abroad. 
While many read the 
paper because it is a 
tie to their past, often 
readers comment on 
an article that simply 
interested them. That 
was the guarantee.

Please note: Throughout this issue there will 
be advertisements from back issues of the 
Messenger and a few old photos of Jewett.


