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Gift to Warm the Heart volunteers deliver gifts and more to local children

Travis Reid and a group of local volunteers known as “Blessings from God - Gifts to Warm the Heart” held
its ninth annual toy give-away on Tuesday, December 22 at the Lincoln County Library.

Approximately 74 children, including 7-year-old Liam Walker (left) and his sister 5-year-old Olivia

Each child received a wrapped gift, school supplies, stockings filled with delicious fruits, candy, toothpaste,
deodorant, soap, and hand sanitizer. Other items provided were jackets, gloves, skull caps, and pajamas. Minis-
try was provided and Gideon Bibles were distributed in memory of Milton Broome. Santa (Michael Kent) from
Appling, Georgia was there to take pictures with all of the children and some parents, we all had a wonderful
day. “I"d like to thank all of the donors for making this event such a success. It is my prayer that you all will
have a blessed and safe New Year, and to God we give the glory,” Reid said.
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Too tucered out to read all about it
Turbo, pet of Jill Jillson, was so tuckered out after Christmas, that he
couldn’t finish reading his Lincoln Journal.

EYE NEWS: Did you know?

Our Adult Vision changes every 2 years, Diabetics and Growing Children every 1 year.
But our Vision can also change after any changes to our Medications.

QOur Vision is Your Vision.  www.LC-Optical.com

LINCOLNTON

OPTICAL
706:359+2020

OPENING SOON! 116 Main Street (next door to City Pharmacy)

No Clipping Required.

— —| ON AVERAGE, AARP MEMBERS ENJOY |— —

| $449 SAVINGS |

ON AUTO INSURANCE

when they switch from companies like

GEICO, State Farm and Allstate

Call The Hartford

AARP | 7
1-844-980-0058

I Your savings could
be even more!

i |
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The AARP® Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford.’

Saving is easy! With this policy, experienced
drivers who switch save an average of $449°
in the first year alone — and they get all the

W 24/7 claims service

M First accident forgiveness?®

B Lock in your rate for a full 12 months
B New car replacement?®

benefits and privileges you'd expect with

the AARP Auto Insurance Program from

The Hartford. Your own savings could actually

be greater.

gs(y of customers recommend
O The Hartford*

The only national auto insurance
program endorsed by AARP.

Call The Hartford now to request a FREE money-saving quote.

1-844-980-0058

No coupon necessary.

Not an AARP member? If you’re 50 or over, request a FREE quote and more information today!

FREE duffle bag when you ®
request your free quote!* h_MRP ‘

AARP and its affiliates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual
property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for Program eligibility in most
states.

The AARP Automobile Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its
affiliates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford, CT 06155. It is underwritten in CA by Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company; in
WA, by Hartford Casualty Insurance Company; in MN, by Sentinel Insurance Company; and in MA, Mi and PA, by Trumbull
Insurance Company. Auto is currently unavailable in Canada and U.S. Territories or possessions. Specific features, credits and
discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state filings and applicable law. Applicants are
individually underwritten and some may not qualify.

'In Texas, the Auto Program is underwritten by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company, through Hartford Fire
General Agency. Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates are not financially responsible for insurance
products underwritten and issued by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company.

“Savings amounts based on information reported by customers who switched to The Hartford from other carriers between

1/1/19 and 12/31/19. Your savings may vary. °First Accident Forgiveness is not available to CA policyholders. Terms
and conditions apply. “Gift is a limited time offer and not available in all states. Email address required in most states. Allow
4-7 weeks for delivery. Bottle not included.

*Based on customer experience reviews shared online at www.thehartford.com/aarp as of June 2020.
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Lincoln County School System
Breakfast Menu
Mon., Jan. 11 - Fri., Jan. 15
® Monday - Cinni minis, fruit
cup.
® Tuesday - Eggo blueberry mini
pancakes, diced pears.
® Wednesday - Cherry fruit frudel,
applesauce cup.
® Thursday - Cereal bar, Graham
crackers.
® Friday - Breakfast honeybun,
diced peaches.
All breakfast menus include
choice of milk and 100% fruit
juice.

Lincoln County School System
Lunch Menu

Mon., Jan. 11 - Fri., Jan. 15

® Monday - Cheeseburger or
pizza, lettuce & tomato, honey
glazed carrots, raw veggies w/dip,
diced pears, fresh fruit.

® Tuesday - Chicken nuggets w/
roll or pizza, green peas, mashed po-
tatoes, applesauce cup, fresh fruit.

® Wednesday - Corndog or pizza,
tater tots, baked beans, creamy
coleslaw, sidekicks frozen fruit cup,
100% fruit juice.

® Thursday - Baked spaghetti w/
hot bread stick or pizza, romaine
garden salad, whole kernel corn,
baby carrots w/dip, diced peaches,
100% fruit juice.

® Friday - Chicken sandwich or
pizza, sweet potato fries, lettuce &
tomato, green beans, frozen straw-
berry cup, fresh fruit.

All meals include a choice of
milk. Salads offered daily at middle
and high school.

Thomson
Twin
] Cinema
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Across The Savannah

Winter is Upon Us

By TOM POLAND
tompol@earthlink.net

As I write it’s 38 degrees and rain
is falling. We always seem to be just
a few degrees away from snow. This
winter a light snow would be nice.
Being home with hot chocolate,
soup, and coffee makes a snowy day
a beautifully peaceful day. But what
if you lived alone in a cabin in 12-
foot snow and your nearest neighbor
was 60 miles away? What if the
power you rely on is bottled gas. No
electricity. Just firewood. I traded
letters with a writer who faced that
situation each winter. He lived alone
in the remote reaches of Alaska, the
Land of the Midnight Sun.

His letters described a beautiful-
ly harsh landscape where solitude is
yours whether you want it or not and
each day is briefer and darker until,
finally, darkness swallows you.

This man’s companion through
the long Alaskan winter was a crack-
ling fire. His forays into the snowy
wilderness meant encounters with
grizzly bears and one day he had no
choice but to shoot one in the chest.
The bear clambered up a hill. For a
long time, he feared an attack from
this wounded bear.

The Alaskan writer was John
Haines. His wintry wilderness story
began in 1947 when he and a friend
drove to Alaska where he bought
a 160-acre homestead, 80 miles
southeast of Fairbanks. His goal
was to paint the Alaskan winters. He
salvaged wood from an old bridge
and built a 12-by-16-foot cabin.
When his paint froze, he turned to
writing instead.

Haines long lived in extreme
winters in that land of cold rivers,
salmon, volcanoes, and glaciers.
He tracked animals for food with
frostbite always a subtle threat. One
night a man knocked on his door.
Frost covered his hair. He couldn’t
lift his head or unclasp his arms.
“His feet and lower legs were like
dead things, nearly hard and white
as marble,” wrote Haines. Warm
coal oil, massaged into the man’s
legs, saved them. “He may have
lost a couple of toes, but he walked
on those feet and legs till the day
he died.”

Ice ruled supreme, making ev-
erything beautiful, making every-
thing deadly. Haines described how
anearby river would freeze as winter
laid its hand upon the land. “Free of
its summer load of silt, the river,” he
wrote, “was incredibly blue and big
rafts of ice crowd each other. Where
it gathers speed in the rapids above,
the sound of all this ice and water is
loud, rough, and vaguely menacing.
As the cold gradually deepens and
the sunlight departs in the days to
come, the floating ice will become
harder and thicker, and the sound
of its movement in the water will
change to a harsher, grinding and
crushing ... The ice sings, groans,
howls and whistles like a living
thing.” The freezing river cut off
an avenue for escape. No way out
in a dark, cold land where you no
one can save you should something
dire transpire.

Years ago | made a treacherous
drive back from West Virginia in a
snowstorm. What should have been
an eight-hour drive took eighteen
hours. Intestate 77 was nowhere
complete and I had to take a back-
roads highway in Virginia to Mount

Divorce care group

Are you divorced or separated?
Need Godly guidance with others
who are struggling also? Faith Com-
munity Church is starting a Divorce-
Care group starting on Sept. 2 that
will meet for 13 weeks. It will be
on Wednesday nights from 7-8 p.m.
Childcare is available. Please email
Lee.haskins7@gmail.com for more
information or see church’s website.

Ellis fund set up

The Coach Ellis Dedication Fund
has been set up at Farmers State Bank
for those wishing to make a contribu-
tion to help with funding the sign and
plaque recently approved for the track
and field at Lincoln County High
School and to initiate a scholarship
fund in his honor. Those wishing to
contribute can drop a check off at FSB
or mail to P.O. Box 99, Lincolnton,
GA 30817. Make the check payable to
the Coash Ellis Dedication Fund.

Masters Closet now open
Masters Closet, located at 108 Main

St., will reopen August 1stat 11 am. |
Masks, along with social distancing,

are required. A temperature check will
also be done. If you are not wearing a
mask, one will be supplied to you in

operation are 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

I traded letters with John Haines, Alaskan writer who lived alone in
the remote reaches of Alaska, the Land of the Midnight Sun. (Photo by

Tom Poland).
Airy, North Carolina. Every time I
tried to stop to get coffee the car be-
gan to slide. Drove all night through
falling snow. I’d see yellow lights in
valleys far below. “If I end up sliding
down a mountain,” I thought, “I can
make it to someone’s house.”

Sometime after midnight I drove
up behind a snowplow. Stayed
behind it for hours. Finally, the
snowplow pulled off the road. I
began the seven-mile descent from
Virginia on Highway 52 that leads
to Mount Airy. At long last, I left
the mountains and snow behind, got
some coffee and gas, and let my dog
get a much-needed break. That’s as
close as I’ve come to being stranded
in snow.

This winter should we see flakes

as big as quarters tumbling from
the sky, let’s appreciate winter’s
beauty and think of intrepid souls
in the Land of the Midnight Sun.
Who knows what they face as we
enjoy a winter day destined to give
way to sunshine and temperatures
in the 50s.

Marvel at the rare beauty of a
Southern snow, should we get one.
Venture out with no fears of griz-
zlies, frostbite, or getting lost in a
blizzard. Go into snowy woods and
study animal tracks, and be glad you
don’t have to track them down to
survive. They’ll be glad too.

Visit my website at www.tompo-
land.net

Email me at tompol@earthlink.
net

LCFP receives contribution

Jim Rowland (center) on behalf of J&T Services presented a donation
to Lincoln County Food Pantry Ordering Specialist Gyp Hearst (right)
and LCFP President Naomi Cobb on Thursday, Dec. 17.0n Thursday,

December 17th a donation was presented to Gyp Hearst, Jr

LCFP delwers ‘blessmg bags’ to schools

Prior to Christmas break Lincoln County Food Pantry volunteers pre-
pared 150 ‘blessings bags’ for students which were divided equal and de-
order to enter the building. Hours of Jivered to LCES, LCMS, and LCHS by LCFP volunteers pictured above

Katelyn and Emily Enelow and not shown Evelyn Norman.



