Across The Savannah
The Badwell Trilogy

By TOM POLAND
tompol@earthlink.net

Faint, yet menacing, came the
sound. I stood still as the stones
around me and listened. From
woods northeast it came again.
Coyotes. Well, it seemed fitting
that their ghostly yelps and cries
come to me. I was standing in
periwinkle and close to the midst
of what was once a fine plantation
home, Badwell Plantation. The
Reverend Jean Louis Gibert owned
it. He died when he ate a poisonous
mushroom.

Now I don’t know if he died on
the site where I stood but perhaps
death’s chill brought him to the fire-
place, the one whose reddish brick
remnants a tree has fallen across. I
saw too a beautiful old well, lined
with mossy rocks and attended by
loose bricks. Very narrow this old
well. Was it a bad well? Is that the
source of the name for this old plan-
tation? Did the Reverend take his
last sip from that well? Old places
like this raise many a question.

Blocks of stone rise from the per-
iwinkle. The Huguenots who came
here made good use of stone. The
cemetery with its stone fortress of
a wall I’ve seen many times, and
the springhouse of stone blocks
I’ve been to also. It’s the sole sur-
viving structure here. Now, ['ve
visited the site of the home where
the Reverend lived. This site com-
pletes my Badwell Trilogy of cem-
etery, springhouse, and plantation
ruins.

The trees on the homesite seem
different than the surrounding
woods. They lean and twist into
surreal images. Winter’s pale cold
hand gives them a ghostly aura,
which fits well with the haunting
whines and yelps of coyotes and
death by poisonous mushroom.

A fire destroyed the house in the
1920s but you won’t see any evi-
dence of fire. Lush tangles of peri-
winkle, the cemetery flower, cover
everything. I saw too garlic, yucca,
and daffodils. Not only those but
Osage orange and walnuts too.
My guess is the Reverend and his
family planted them and although
they’ve been gone a long time,
as has his grandson, James Louis
Petigru, who later took over the
plantation, the plants live on. We
should be so lucky.

Yes, Gibert’s grandson James

I saw too a beautlful old Well llned with mossy rocks and attended by

loose bricks. (Photos by Tom Poland).
Louis Petigru, inherited the plan-
tation and he took great pains to
improve the property. Jane Petigru
North, a widow, ran the plantation
for her brother, James, while he
ran his law practice in Charleston.
Jane led a solitary life at Badwell
Plantation, and solitary is the word
I choose to describe this old home-
site.

I go to many forsaken home-
places. None give me the feeling
this place does with its stones,
handmade brick, and ghostly trees.
You get the feeling spirits flit from
tree to tree watching you. All that
sounds Druid-like I know, and it
should, for this place once had a
mile-long avenue of oaks lead-
ing to it. James planted them. It’s
believed he named each tree for a
friend. The area is part of Sumter
National Forest and the trees were
cut so that pines could replace
them. What a shame.

But again, the name Badwell
Plantation? Rumor has it that the
water was bad here. Well, no wor-
ry the Savannah River and Little
River were close by as was Buffalo
Creek.

Badwell. If you go, look for the
dense green clumps of garlic. Pick
a leaf and rub it between your fin-
gers. Today as in the 1760s the
fragrance is unmistakable. And
look for periwinkle blooms and
old bricks. Europeans brought it
here as a common ground cover in
cemeteries. That fits too. When you
stand on the site of the plantation

home you stand in a large grave of

Lush tangles of perlwmkle, the cemetery ﬂower, cover everythlng I
saw too garlic, yucca, and daffodils. Not only those but Osage orange

and walnuts too.

Blocks of stone rise from the periwinkle.

FAWN’S COVE
WOOD N’ THINGS

Local woodshop
producing beautiful
rustic wooden flags

custom to your order.
Signs, wooden rings, |
duck calls, flag, crosses,
and more.

Great prices and

quality work.

sorts. Lives that were here are dead
and gone. They sleep in woods to
the northeast a short distance away.
The same woods where the coyotes
sent up their ghostly wails into the
winter air.
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LCES students celebrate 100 Days of School

Lincoln County Elementary School students celebrated “100 Days of School” on Friday, February 5. Students
were asked to dress in the style of the 1980s, marking the final 80 days left in the school year. Students in Eliza-
beth Spencer’s kindergarten class showing off their 80s fashions were (front row, 1-r) Kansas Corey, McKinley
Esposito, Tara Burns, Lily Seago, Caleb Romines, Bailey Freeman, Michael Glenn, Wes Sandifer, Marlie Hett,
Piper Shannon, Korbin Turner, (back) Kamri Satterwhite, Kaleigh Perritte, Le’Aja Glaze, Zoey Pledger, Justus
Jones, and Brylon Lockhard.
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90 days till first payment. Interest starts at sale date. TMC will make
first payment March 2021 with approved credit.

2021-16 RAM 4X4 CREW BIGHORNS, LONG-
HORNS, ECODIESELS
#2201075A, 5.7 HEMI, LEATHER,
NAVI, FACTORY WARRANTY, LOW
MILES, ON SALE FROM

2021-19 RAM BIGHORN
CREW 4X4’S
#18335, LEATHER, HEMI,
NAVIGATION, LOW MILES,
ON SALE FROM

2021-17 FORD F-150
LARIET SUPERCREW
#220285A, SUNROOF, HEATED
LEATHER SEATS, LOW MILES,
ON SALE FROM

2020-16 NISSAN
FRONTIER CREW 4DR
#220789A, LOW MILES, WAR-
RANTY, CREW CAB, NOW ON
SALE FROM

$2(] 990

2020-17 LARAMIE
LONGHORN 4X4 CREW CAB
#221203A, HEMI, 5.7 V-8,
SUNROOF, ON SALE

2021 17 JEEP TRAILHAWK CHE-

#220706B, HEATED LEATHER SEATS, 3.2 LITER
ENGINE, CERTIFIED FACTORY WARRANTY,

2021-19 JEEP CHEROKEE

#220330A, 20K MILES, FACTORY CERTI-
FIED WARRANTY, 3.2 6 CYL., 17" ALLOYS,
POWER LEATHER SEATS, ON SALE

2021-19 GRAND CARAVANS
R/T'S, TOWN COUNTRY’S
#18350, ALL POWER, 7 PASSENGER,
DUAL AIR CONDITIONING, STO & GO,

2020-16 BMW X1
X-DRIVE 28I
#221214A, LOW MILES, SUNROOF,
POWER HATCH, HEATED LEATHER,
ON SALE FROM

2021-19 FORD F150
CREW LARIAT 4X4
#229176A, 29,000 MILES, SUNROOF,
WARRANTY, HEATED, LEATHER, ON
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FRESHLY TRADED PRE-OWNED VEHICLES! - JEEPCHEAP.COM

SUBURBAN LS V-8..........000000100 $6,992 | ‘16 MAZDA 3, CX-5'S FRoM ............ $9,952 | ‘07 FORD F150 V-8..........c0000u. $5,529 | ‘09 JEEP WRANGLER HARDTOP ......... $13,990
#220933B, 3RD SEAT, ON SALE #220906B, ON SALE! ON SALE! #221083A, 4DR UNLIMITED, LIFTED BIG TIRES

BUICK LESABRES, ENCLAVES............... $3,900 | WRANGLERS, GLADIATORS.......... ON SALE | “16 CHEVY IMPALA ....... $9,990 | CHEVY 1500, FORD F-150°S ..... MANY IN STOCK
#2201007B, ON SALE! MANY IN STOCK! #2191238A, ON SALE LEATHER, V&'S, LOW MILES, WARRANTY

1Year Extended ™ oo
§ Wartanty at no additional
=, Charge ($275 valug)
12 months or 12,000 mile

b 3-Month/
3,000 Mile
Maximum Care
Coverage

p to 7-Year
‘ 100 000 Miles
== Powertrain Limited
Warranty

2021- 16 CHALLENGERS,
CHARGERS R/T'S
#2201013B, 5.7 HEMI, 6 CYLINDERS,
FACTORY WARRANTY, NAVIGATION, HEATED
LEATHER, SUNROOFS, ON SALE FROM

2021-18 HYUNDAI SANTA 2021 JEEP
FE SPORT S COMPASS SPORT
#220713A, LEATHER, 3RD #220275A, 600 MILES, NON SMOKER, LIKE
ROW SEATING, NOW ON NEW, AUTO, A/C, P/WIL, TILT, CRUISE,
SALE FROM ALLOYS, NOW ON SALE

ROKEE’S, PATRIOTS

LOW MILES, ON SALE FROM

2020-18 CHEVY
COLORADO 4DR CREW LT
#18339, FACTORY WARRANTY,
LOW MILES, LEATHER,
6 CYLINDER ON SALE FROM

2021-20 DODGE
CHALLENGER SXT
#220866A, GO MANGO
ORANGE, 11,000 MILES,
NOW ON SALE FROM

DODGE CHARGERS, R/T’S
CHALLENGERS, R/T"
HEATED LEATHER, LOW
MILES, WARRANTY,
SUNROOF, CHROME WHEELS

LATITUDE PLUS

'2020-17 CHRYSLER
PACFICA TOURING
#18345, L PACKAGE, FACTORY GERTI

2021-18 JEEP CHEROKEES,
RENEGADES LATITUDES

#221058A, HEATED LEATHER, NAVI,
TILT, CRUISE, GAS SAVER, 16,000 MILES, FACTORY CERTIFIED, FIED WARRANTY, HEATED/COOLED
NOW ON SALE ON SALE FROM LEATHER, NAVI ON SALE FROM

2017 HYUNDAI
ELANTRA SE

#219248A, AUTO, A/C, P/W/L,
ON SALE FROM

2021 14 JEEP COMPASS, PATRIOTS,
TRAILHAWKS, CHEROKEES LIBERTY’S

2017 LINCOLN

MKC PREMIER 2020-19 GMC CANYON

4DR CREW CAB
#221147A, 19,000 MILES, AUTO,
A/C, P/WI/L, TILT, CRUISE, ON

#220858A, LEATHER, NAVI,

#221023A, LEATHER, SUNROOF, LOW
SUNROOF, ON SALE FROM

MILES, WARRANTY, NAVIGATION,

NOW ON SALE SALE FROM

2021-17 NISSAN
PATHFINDER 4DR
42,000 MILES, ALLOYS, FACTORY
WARRANTY, POWER WINDOWS &
LOCKS, TILT, ON SALE FROM

2019 KIA
SPORTAGE LX
25,000 MILES, FACTORY WAR-
RANTY, MANY EXTF{AS NOW ON

2021-18 CHEVY 1500
4 DOOR 5.3 V-8 LT
#221101A, LOW MILES, P/W/L, TILT,
CRUISE, HEATED LEATHER, NOW

SALE FROM ON SALE

Plus tax & tag. With approved credit. Pictures for illustration, offer not in conjunctlon with any other offer. Sale ends 2/15/21 at close of business.

WEWILL
BUY YOUR
CAR!

WE GIVE YOU THE
BEST WRITTEN COM-
MITHENT!
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SALES HOURS: MON-
FRI 8AM-8PM
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1-800-933-7243

SAT: 8AM-6PM

SATURDAY SERVICGE
HOURS: 8:00AM-3PM





