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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

706�981�8431

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

	 The American Legion Post #194, 
is sponsoring free Martial Arts 
classes for one month beginning 
March 2, 2021 at the Legion Ball-
room, 1121 American Legion Road, 
Lincolnton, each Tuesdays at 4 
p.m. 
	 Classes are for adults and children 
of all ages. For older adults, move-
ment classes similar to Tai-Chi 
(gentle movement) are offered.
	 The instructors are expert in Tae-
kwondo, Karate, Mix-Martial Arts, 
Aero-kicks for self-defense. For 
more information: SRE Taekwondo 
School of Martial Arts, (706) 452-
1801 or (706) 401-2241, email: 
SRETAEKWONDO@GMAIL.
COM.
	 For more information contact Al 
Ewing, event coordinator at 661-
666-3749 or Joe Kelly, post adjutant 
at 706-825-2363.

Free martial arts classes

	 The City of Lincolnton Planning 
& Zoning Board meetings for 2021 
are scheduled as follows: March 30, 
April 27, May 25, June 29, July 27, 
Aug. 31, Sept. 28, Oct. 26, Nov. 30, 
Dec. 28. These meetings will be held 
in City Hall at 5:30 p.m. each month 
if there is an agenda.

Planning, zoning meetings

FROM
$1,749*

$1,499*

TM

1�866�530�0876
promo code N7017

* Free date changes anytime up to 45 days prior to departure for land tours. Deposits and final payments remain non-refundable. Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus 
$199 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 6/30/21. Other terms & conditions may 
apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Las Vegas • Grand Canyon • Bryce Canyon • Zion •
Capitol Reef • Arches & Canyonlands • and more —
Experience the red rocks of these 6 iconic national parks. Travel 
through deserts, forests, mountains, and to the very edge of the 
Grand Canyon in this tour. 

10 days, departs June - September 2021

CRIMSON CANYONS & MESAS 
NATIONAL PARKS TOUR

FREE DATE CHANGES ON 2021 TOURS*

High school seniors from Lincoln 
County and Washington-Wilkes 
Comprehensive High School may 
apply for a scholarship sponsored 
by the Lincoln-Wilkes Retired Ed-
ucators Association (LWREA).

  To qualify for the LWREA schol-
arship, students must plan to attend 
a college or vocational school for 
the academic year 2021-2022, and 
write a 250-500-word essay on the 
topic, “A High-er Education Will 
Afford Me the Opportunity to…”

The deadline for the essay to 
be submitted to the high school 
counselor is Wednesday, March 
31, 2021.  The scholarship will be 
issued after verification of enroll-
ment. For further information, call 
706-359-4592 or 706-678-1660. 
Applications are available at the 
high school counselor’s of-fice.

LWREA offers
scholarship to
Lincoln students

Lincoln County Elementary 
School 

Lunch Menu
Mon., March 22 - 

Fri., March 26
	 l  Monday - Cheeseburger on 
bun or pizza, devil fries, lettuce & 
tomato, honey glazed carrots, pears, 
fresh fruit assortment.
	 l Tuesday - Beef tacos w/cheese 
or pizza, lettuce & tomato, buttered 
corn, Mexican rice, black beans, 
salsa, fruit.
	 l  Wednesday - Oven baked 
chicken & roll or PBJ, macaroni 
& cheese, steamed broccoli, raw 
veggies w/dip, fruit. 
	 l Thursday - Deli rollup or pizza, 
lettuce & tomato, potato wedges, 
seasoned green beans, fruit. 
	 l Friday - Crispy chicken sand-
wich or PBJ, lettuce & tomato, 
whole kernel corn, baked chips, 
rosy applesauce, fresh fruit assort-
ment. 
	 All meals include a choice of 
milk, 100% fruit juice. 

Lincoln County Middle/High 
School 

Lunch Menu
Mon., March 22 - 

Fri., March 26
	 l Monday - Cheeseburger on bun 
or , devil fries, lettuce & tomato, 
honey glazed carrots, pears, fresh 
fruit assortment.
	 l Tuesday - Beef tacos w/cheese 
and salsa or pizza, lettuce & tomato, 
buttered corn, Mexican rice, refried 
beans, fruit assortment.
	 l  Wednesday - Oven baked 
chicken & roll or PBJ, macaroni 
& cheese, steamed broccoli, raw 
veggies w/dip, fruit.
	 l Thursday - Deli rollup or pizza, 
lettuce & tomato, seasoned potato 
wedges, carrot sticks w/dip, fruit. 
	 l Friday - Crispy chicken sand-
wich or PBJ, lettuce & tomato, 
baked chips, green beans, apple 
crisp, fresh fruit.
	 All meals include a choice of 
milk, 100% fruit juice. Salads 
offered daily at middle and high 
school.

Lincoln County 
Elementary School 

Breakfast Menu
Mon., March 22 - Fri., March 26
	 l Monday - Nutrigrain bar, yo-
gurt, tangerine.
	 l Tuesday - Steak biscuit, apple 
wedges.
	 l Wednesday - Honey bun, man-
darin oranges.
	 l  Thursday - Maple waffles, 
peaches.
	 l Friday - Chicken biscuit, rai-
sins.
	 All breakfast menus include 
choice of milk, fruit juice. 

Lincoln County 
Middle/High School

Breakfast Menu
Mon., March 22 - Fri., March 26
	 l Monday - Honey bun, tanger-
ine. 
	 l Tuesday - Steak biscuit, apple 
wedges.
	 l Wednesday - Strawberry yogurt 
parfait, mandarin oranges.
	 l  Thursday - Maple waffles, 
peaches.
	 l Friday - Chicken biscuit, rai-
sins.
	 All breakfast menus include 
choice of milk, fruit juice. 

By TOM POLAND
tompol@earthlink.net

The Clothesline
The Gentle Cycle

Across The Savannah

A neighbor suggested I join a 
community website where people 
post about restaurant openings 
and closings, shady repairmen, 
and snakes. “What kind of snake 
is this?” The answer is always, “I 
don’t know but it looks poisonous 
to me.”

Forget snakes. I took the bait 
and signed up. Mostly the neigh-
borhood network is about Spots 
and Boots, lost dogs and cats, but 
last week a post caught my eye. A 
woman had bought a home in the 
community and she needed some 
gallant man to take down the old 
clothesline out back.

Take it down?
How about use it. 
Here we are wringing our hands 

over global warming and feeling 
guilty about driving fossil fuel 
burners, and what do we do? We 
turn our back on the clothesline, a 
simple, earth-friendly way to dry 
clothes. My friend, folk artist Har-
old Branham, summed things up 
with some nifty verses. 

“When life was on the gentle 
cycle/All you needed was two 
trees/You could hang your clothes 
on a line/And let them dry in the 
breeze/Now it takes two tall poles/
With high voltage lines/To dry the 
clothes that you wear/Because 
you don’t have the time.” 

How well I remember being 
sent to fetch dry clothes off the 
line when a summer storm was 
blowing in. The cotton shirts were 
stiff and starchy and smelled like 
sunshine. What? You say you 
can’t smell sunshine. Sure you 
can. Gather up some fresh cot-
ton towels and shirts from a day 
on the clothesline. That airy clean 
fragrance? That’s the sun you 
smell. But no, we are too good for 
that today. Now we need fabric 
softener to get a fresh fragrance. 
And lint screens. Did you ever 
see a clothesline create a bunch of 
lint? I haven’t.

Why’d we give up on the 
clothesline? Was it seeing some-
one’s bloomers flying in the wind 
like the sail of a seagoing schoo-
ner? Was it the occasional dog 
that pulled Dad’s work pants from 
the line and chewed ’em up good? 

Was it rain that set in for days 
meaning no fresh clothes? Maybe. 
Was it the desire to be modern like 
our neighbors? 

I say the latter with a tad of la-
ziness thrown in. We like gadgets 
and appliances. Stuff that makes 
work easier. Electric dryers. Blow 
dryers. Electric can openers. Bat-
tery powered blowers. Electric 
and gasoline weedeaters. Anyone 
out there remember sling blades? 
They made no noise and they 
worked fairly well.

The clothesline. Going, going, 
gone. Enjoy Harold’s art of an in-
stitution going the way of some 
extinct species. Check out too the 
photo of an old clothesline I stum-

 Clothesline artwork courtesy of Harold Branham. (Photo by Tom Po-
land).

bled onto at an abandoned home.
Abandoned. Now that’s the word 

we seek. We abandoned clothes-
lines even though they worked 
just fine. And yet we complain 
about the environment and utility 
bills when the truth is we can do 
something good for Mother Na-
ture, if we want to. 

As for that lady and her new 
home, I hope some old-timer gave 
her a pack of wooden clothespins 
(hard to find) and explained just 
how to use that line strung across 
her back yard. In Harold’s words, 
why not put at least a part of her 
life “on the gentle cycle,” some-
thing many of can do … if we so 
choose. 

 Georgia turkey hunters are prac-
ticing their best turkey calls and 
patterning their shotguns as they 
get ready for the statewide turkey 
hunting season opening Saturday, 
March 20, according to the Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources’ 
Wildlife Resources Division. 
	 “Statewide reproduction in 2019 
was slightly higher than average, 
which means we should have a fair 
number of two-year old birds in the 
woods,” explains Emily Rushton, 
Wildlife Resources Division wild 
turkey project coordinator. “How-
ever, I don’t expect harvest to reach 
the levels it did last year, which was 
a record harvest for many areas 
of the state, particularly on public 
lands.”
	 What can hunters expect across 
state regions this spring? Harvest 
in the Ridge and Valley region of 
the state should remain high, as re-
production was strong in this area. 
The Blue Ridge Mountain region 
also saw continued increases in 
poults per hen, indicating promise 
of a good harvest. Unfortunately, the 
Piedmont region of the state, where 
many of our hunters focus their ef-
forts, saw a drop in reproduction in 
2019, indicating fewer adult birds 
in the woods. Conversely, reproduc-
tion in the Coastal Plain was slightly 
up, which hopefully is a good sign 
for hunters in the southern half of 
the state.
	 With a bag limit of three gob-
blers per season, hunters have from 
March 20 through May 15 to harvest 
their bird(s). 
	 Georgia Game Check: All turkey 
hunters must report their harvest us-
ing Georgia Game Check. Turkeys 
can be reported on the Outdoors 
GA app (www.georgiawildlife.com/
outdoors-ga-app), which now works 
whether you have cell service or 
not, at gooutdoorsgeorgia.com, or 
by calling 1-800-366-2661. App 
users, if you have not used the app 
since deer season or before, make 
sure you have the latest version.
	 More information at www.geor-
giawildlife.com/HarvestRecord-
GeorgiaGameCheck.
	 Hunters age 16 years or older 
(including those accompanying 

youth or others) will need a hunt-
ing license and a big game license, 
unless hunting on their own private 
land. Get your license at www.
gooutdoorsgeorgia.com, at a retail 
license vendor or by phone at 1-800-
366-2661. With many pursuing wild 
turkeys on private land, hunters are 
reminded to obtain landowner per-
mission before hunting.
	 The Georgia Chapter of the 
National Wild Turkey Federation 
has donated more than $6,000,000 
since 1985 for projects that benefit 
wild turkey and other wildlife. The 
NWTF works in partnership with 
the Wildlife Resources Division and 
other land management agencies on 
habitat enhancement, hunter access, 
wild turkey research and education. 
The NWTF has a vital initiative 
called “Save the Habitat, Save the 
Hunt,” focused on habitat manage-
ment, hunter access and hunter 
recruitment.
	 “Hunters should know that each 
time they purchase a license or 
equipment used to turkey hunt, such 
as shotguns, ammunition and oth-
ers, that they are part of this greater 
conservation effort for wildlife in 
Georgia,” said Rushton. “Through 
the Wildlife Restoration Program, 
a portion of the money spent comes 
back to states and is put back into 
on-the-ground efforts such as habitat 
management and species research 
and management.”
	 For more hunting information, 
visit www.georgiawildlife.com/
hunting/hunter-resources.   

Statewide turkey hunting
season opens this Saturday

No Clipping Required.

Saving is easy! With this policy, experienced 
drivers who switch save an average of $4492

in the fi rst year alone — and they get all the 
benefi ts and privileges you’d expect with 
the AARP Auto Insurance Program from 
The Hartford. Your own savings could actually 
be greater. 

The AARP® Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford.1

  

ON AUTO INSURANCE

GEICO, State Farm and Allstate

Call The Hartford
1-844-980-0058

ON AVERAGE, AARP MEMBERS ENJOY

$449
2

 SAVINGS

Your savings could 
be even more!

when they switch from companies like

FREE duffl e bag when you 
request your free quote!4

Call The Hartford now to request a FREE money-saving quote. 

1-844-980-0058
No coupon necessary.

Not an AARP member? If you’re 50 or over, request a FREE quote and more information today! 

24/7 claims service
First accident forgiveness3

Lock in your rate for a full 12 months
New car replacement3  

The only national auto insurance 
program endorsed by AARP.

of customers recommend 
The Hartford*96%

AARP and its affi liates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual 
property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for Program eligibility in most 
states.
 The AARP Automobile Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its 
affi liates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford, CT 06155. It is underwritten in CA by Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company; in 
WA, by Hartford Casualty Insurance Company; in MN, by Sentinel Insurance Company; and in MA, MI and PA, by Trumbull 
Insurance Company. Auto is currently unavailable in Canada and U.S. Territories or possessions. Specifi c features, credits and 
discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state fi lings and applicable law. Applicants are 
individually underwritten and some may not qualify.
1In Texas, the Auto Program is underwritten by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company, through Hartford Fire 
General Agency. Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affi liates are not fi nancially responsible for insurance 
products underwritten and issued by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company.    
2Savings amounts based on information reported by customers who switched to The Hartford from other carriers between 
1/1/19 and 12/31/19. Your savings may vary. 3First Accident Forgiveness is not available to CA policyholders. Terms 
and conditions apply. 4Gift is a limited time offer and not available in all states. Email address required in most states. Allow 
4-7 weeks for delivery. Bottle not included.
*Based on customer experience reviews shared online at www.thehartford.com/aarp as of June 2020. 006131


