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Across The Savannah

A Seashell Tradition

By TOM POLAND
tompol@earthlink.net

There it was. A grave covered
in seashells. It’s as close to a burial
at sea as an inland dweller will
get. My sister, Deb, told me about
a small cemetery deep in woods.
“You’ve got to see it,” she said. |
did and its beauty and strangeness
struck me.

Now I’ve seen shells placed
upon tombstones. The last shell 1
saw atop a headstone was James
Dickey’s stone in All Saints Epis-
copal Church Cemetery at Pawleys
Island. I’ve seen rocks, coins, and
mushrooms even on gravesites.

there. You won’t find them in a
bland corporate “memory garden,”
and you won’t find them alongside
an interstate. You’ll find them in a
place called obscurity somewhere
down a dirt road, a patch of woods,
and a small plot hidden away from
the hustle and bustle of contempo-
rary life.

The old ways were beautiful
and they didn’t depend on electric-
ity, plastic, or some other artificial
product for their existence. In this

case black men made a pilgrimage
for brilliant white salt and white
clamshells. The shells have aged
and turned gray but their beauty
and significance remain.

Mail in tithes

Price Grove Baptist Church
members are reminded that they
are able to mail in their tithes
to Price Grove Baptist Church,
P.O. Box 916, Lincolnton, GA
30817.

LWREA recognizes LCHS students

Now one stone or more on a tomb-

Ninth-graders recognized were (front row, I-r) Darby Blanton, Jason Bramlett, Piper Buller, Mykia Crawford, —stone is not what I saw in my back-

Annalise Leclerc, Dallas Marlow, Katherine McNeese, (back) Riana Wortz, Dakoda Woods, Melanie Urbina- road journey with my sister. I saw
two graves whose mounds were
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Sand, Gravel, Fill Dirt & Top Seil
Call Kenneth Reed

Ramos, Landon Padgett, and Dr. Samuel Light.

tive cover, and it’s more common
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learned it was a common practice | BUSINess: (706) 359-1431 2422 Double Branches Road
Lincolnton, GA 30817

in the Victorian South. African Cell: (706) 401-8789

Americans placed clamshells on
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Tenth-graders recognized were (front row, 1-r) Elle McNeese, Savannah Jones, Alyssa Huffman, Aubrey Gru-
ber, Grace Deal, (back) Dr. Samuel Light, and (not pictured) Jack Antonakos.
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Eleventh-graders recognized were (front row, 1-r) Aaron Clegg, Charlotte Hodnett, Gavin Heitmann, (back) Dr.

Samuel Light.

graves and a few theories attend
this tradition. One thought was that
the sea brought them to America
and the sea would return them to
Africa when they died. You’ll find
such graves in white cemeteries too
giving rise to the belief that whites
took up the tradition as well.

The shells, too, symbolize
“crossing over” a body of water
like the Styx to the afterlife. An-
other belief speaks to a practical
purpose. The mounds of fresh dirt
across African American graves
easily washed away when a deluge
struck. Well, a perfectly cemented
“roof” of clamshells, like shingles
on a house, shunted away the
water.

How did the shells get to inland
reaches hundreds of miles from the
sea? Read on for there’s a good
story that explains how the shells
ended up in cemeteries far from the
coast. During the hard, lean times
of Reconstruction salt was hard
to come by. Thus did some com-
munities form salt-making crews.
These salt-seeking parties would
make an annual trip to the coast.
There they boiled seawater till salt
remained and took it back to their
communities. They’d do some
fishing too and pack their catch in
salt. They’d gather up shells too for
covering graves.

Protection from the elements, a
symbol of crossing over as spirits
go, and a by-product of gathering
salt all came together to give us
beautiful graves covered in sea-
shells. I find the shells with their
shape and symmetry beautiful, and
I wouldn’t mind having them on
my grave when my time arrives.

Shell-covered graves are out

DENTAL insurance

Medicare does not cover dental care’. That means if you need dental work done,
it can cost you hundreds or even thousands of dollars out of your own pocket.
Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. It helps cover
over 350 procedures - from cleanings and fillings to crowns and dentures.

* See any dentist you want, but save more with one in our network
* No deductible, no annual maximum
* Immediate coverage for preventive care

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

- 1-877-718-4863

dental50plus.com/linjour

! “Medicare & You," Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2020Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and
Preventive Benefits Rider. Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this
type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, LA, NY; call 1-800-
969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: PI50NY; OK:
P1500K; TN: P150TN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B).
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Prepare for
power outages
with a Generac
home standby
generator

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Offer valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE DATE CHANGES ON 2021 TOURS*
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Twelfth-graders recognized were (front row, 1-r) Anna Cox, Jenna Kinzle, Aubree Comtois, Rachel Jordan,
Beatrice Jackson, Ethan Leclerc, (back) Dr. Samuel Light. Not pictured Jordyn Deason, Alexandria Gilpin, and

Madison Welch.

Legals continued

P.O. Box 1150
Thomson, Georgia 30824 & .
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STATE OF GEORGIA CRIMSON CANYONS & MESAS
NOTICE TO DEBTORS NATIONAL PARKS TOUR
AND CREDITORS

All persons having claims against MAR-
SHA MICHELLE NORMAN and her estate
are required to present the same to the under-
signed, properly itemized and proven, within
the time required by law. Any and all persons
indebted to said deceased, or his estate, are
requested to make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This 10th day of March 2021.

MALITA ANESIA JONES Executor
Chadwick D. Medlin
P.O. Box 3225
Evans, GA 30809
Estate of: MARSHA MICHELLE NOR-
MAN
3 18 4tc

10 days, departs June - September 2021

Las Vegas - Grand Canyon - Bryce Canyon - Zion «

Capitol Reef - Arches & Canyonlands - and more —
Experience the red rocks of these 6 iconic national parks. Travel
through deserts, forests, mountains, and to the very edge of the
Grand Canyon in this tour.

ARy promo code N7017
« AVE R
vacations = = =
*Free date changes anytime up to45 days prior to departure for lond tours. Deposits and final payments remain non-refundable. Prices are per person based on double accupancy pls

$199in tares &fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Adc-on airfare available. ffes apply to new bookings onl, made by 6/30/21, Other terms & conditions may
apply.Ask your Travel Consultant for details.




