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Cobb never got a hit off Niekro
By LAMAR GARRARD

Baseball historian

Baseball’s Best

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

706�981�8431

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

FROM
$1,749*

$1,499*

TM

1�866�530�0876
promo code N7017

* Free date changes anytime up to 45 days prior to departure for land tours. Deposits and final payments remain non-refundable. Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus 
$199 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 6/30/21. Other terms & conditions may 
apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Las Vegas • Grand Canyon • Bryce Canyon • Zion •
Capitol Reef • Arches & Canyonlands • and more —
Experience the red rocks of these 6 iconic national parks. Travel 
through deserts, forests, mountains, and to the very edge of the 
Grand Canyon in this tour. 

10 days, departs June - September 2021

CRIMSON CANYONS & MESAS 
NATIONAL PARKS TOUR

FREE DATE CHANGES ON 2021 TOURS*

Medicare does not cover dental care1. That means if you need dental work done, 
it can cost you hundreds or even thousands of dollars out of your own pocket.
Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. It helps cover 
over 350 procedures — from cleanings and fillings to crowns and dentures.

• See any dentist you want, but save more with one in our network
• No deductible, no annual maximum
• Immediate coverage for preventive care 

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-877-718-4863
dental50plus.com/linjour

1 “Medicare & You,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2020Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and 
Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this 
type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, LA, NY; call 1-800-
969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 
6255

DENTAL Insurance

	 The American Legion Post 194, 
offers games for its members and 
the general public as “guests of the 
legion” on Thursdays from 6-9 p.m.
   The range of games available are 
billiards, darts, poker (with house 
chips), various card games like 
Hearts, Spades, Gin Rummy, etc. The 
Legion has added an “Old School” 
collection of games: Checkers, Chest, 
Pick-Up-Sticks, Dominoes, Jacks 
(with the bouncy red ball), Battleship, 
UNO, Jenga, Tic Tac Toe, Cribbage 
& Scrabble and much more.
	 The Gamesmanship comes with a 
background of great food, great adult 
drinks, Karaoke, “Music by Request” 
50’s, 60’s 70’s Classic Rock n’ Roll, 
Country and Motown Era music.
  	The Legion is back with its new 
Military and Americana make-over 
and it’s a beautiful thing.
	 For more information, contact Al 
Ewing at (706) 825-2363.

Game night at Post 194

1-855-769-6057
MKT-P0108© 2020 Inogen, Inc. All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at 
home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE
It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to re� ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles 
with travel. The INOGEN ONE portable oxygen concentrator is 
designed to provide unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy 
users. It’s small, lightweight, clinically proven for stationary 
and portable use, during the day and at night, and can go 
virtually anywhere — even on most airlines. Inogen 
accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your 
Freedom And
Independence NOW!

Bucket fillers are based from the book Have you Filled A Bucket Today? by Carol McCloud. Bucket Fillers 
are students who demonstrate good character and aid in filling up buckets through good manners, helping 
others, and trying their best each and every day. Lincoln County Elementary School March bucket fillers 
were, back row standing l-r: Bryson Anderson, Morgan Lamar, McKenna Logan, Annabelle Padgett, 
Zariah Jones, Lollie Antanokos, Harper Cunningham, McKensy Collier, Makayla Leverett; middle row: 
Issaiah Davis, Ayden Albea, Justus Jones, Carsen Kornaus, Zhuri Anderson, Jayla Elam, Colton Parks, 
Levi Lightfoot, Jacob Chamberlain; front Row: Bradyn Moates, Easton Kea, Josie Dion, Rhett Byrne, 
Finley Ann Driver, Adalynn Lively, Hendrix Accord, and Carter Chester.

LCES names March Bucket Fillers

Seniors at Lincoln County High 
School may apply for the W. E. 
Mason Pioneer Scholarship by 
submitting an application to the 
Pioneer Educator Committee.

The scholarship is available to 
students with a grade point aver-
age of 80 and above; is designed 
to give preference to first genera-
tion college students; and those 
interested in pursuing the field 
of education. Students must have 
been accepted into an institution 
of higher education by the sub-
mission deadline, which is April 
22.

Interested students should con-
tact the high school counselor or 
principal

For more information about 
the scholarship or to contribute 
contact Luther Jones at 706-410-
4349.

LCHS seniors
eligible to apply
for scholarship

Come join us as we go to Mys-
tery Island tracking down the one 
true God!  

Vacation Bible School will 
be held at Lincolnton Baptist 
Church on Sunday, June 13, from 
4-6 p.m., Mon., June 14, – Thurs., 
June 17, 9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  
Commencement Service will be 
held on Thurs., June 17.  

Four-year olds through fifth- 
grade are welcome. Pre-registra-
tion will be available after April 
12, on the LBC website at lin-
colntonbaptist.org and click on 
the VBS tab.  For more informa-
tion call the church office at 706-
359-3303. LBC is located at 235 
S. Peachtree St. 

VBS at LBC

	 “I never knew how to throw a 
fastball, never learned how to throw 
a curve ball, a slider, a split-finger, 
whatever they are throwing nowa-
days. I was a one-pitch pitcher.” 
– Phil Niekro, Braves Hall of Fame 
pitcher.
	 Unfortunately, in the last sev-
eral months, baseball has lost many 
iconic superstars of yesteryear. None 
could be more popular or more of a 
fan favorite than Phil Niekro, the 
Hall of Fame knuckleballer who 
could be classed as one of the most 
competitive pitchers ever to play the 
game. Phil was tough and he played 
to win.
	 The Blaine, Ohio, native passed 
away on December 26, 2020, at 
the age of 81 in Flowery Branch, 
Georgia, where he had lived on Lake 
Lanier for many years. Niekro’s 
hobby was fishing and at one time 
he appeared on TV fishing shows 
displaying as much skill with a 
fishing rod as he exhibited with his 
knuckler.
	 Phil and his brother Joe, also 
deceased, hold the record for the 

most major league wins by broth-
ers. In his 24-season big league 
career, mostly with the Braves, the 
hard-to-hit pitcher won 318 games 
and that mark may never be seen 
again because of the limited times 
a pitcher pitches today. Striking out 
3,342 batters, the five-time All-Star 
and five-time Gold Glove winner 
compiled an earned run average 
of 3.35. He won 20 games or more 
three times and pitched a no-hitter 
in 1973. Playing until he was a re-
markable 48 years old, he is ranked 
as 16th on the all-time majors win 
list.
	 I reflect back on the two times that 
I was fortunate to be around Phil and 
have conversations with him. The 
first time was a few years back at a 
banquet in Columbia, South Caro-
lina, sponsored by the Hall of Fame 
in Cooperstown. I sat at a table with 
Phil and he graciously shared with 
us how he won his 300th game at 
the time with the Yankees and how 
his dad was in the hospital and got 
to hear it on the radio.
	 Phil was so pleased that his dad 

was still alive to share in his vic-
tory even though the elder Niekro 
passed away a short time after. As 
the keynote speaker that evening, 
he encouraged the audience to do 
whatever was their task to the best 
of their ability and to give the effort 
100 percent. Phil certainly did that 
in his career and that is why he was 
inducted into the Hall of Fame in 
1987.
	 The second time I was around Phil 
was in Augusta at Ty Cobb’s former 
home for the dedication of a marker 
there to honor Cobb. Being the key-
note speaker that day, he injected 
some humor into his speech when 
he said that Ty Cobb never got a hit 
off of him! The audience chuckled 
knowing that the two players played 
in different eras.
	 We miss Phil, his positive attitude, 
his tenacious yet gentle nature and 
his love for the great game of base-
ball. Rest in peace, Mr. Niekro, your 
performances gave the fans many 
thrilling moments.

 	 In the spring, it is not unusual 
to see young wildlife that appear 
to be alone. Before you attempt 
to help – remember that it is best 
to leave wildlife where you find 
them, according to the Georgia 
Department of Natural Resourc-
es’ Wildlife Resources Division 
(WRD).
	 “When you take wildlife out of 
their environment and bring them 
into your home, it often takes away 
that animal’s ability to then survive 
in the wild, where they belong,” 
explains Kaitlin Goode, program 
manager of the Georgia WRD 
Urban Wildlife Program. “In most 
instances, there is an adult animal a 
short distance away – even though 
you may not be able to see it.  Adult 
animals, such as deer, spend most 
of the day away from their young 
to reduce the risk of a predator 
finding the young animal.”

	 The best thing people can do 
when they see a young animal is 
to leave it exactly as they found it 
for at least 24 hours. If the animal 
is still there after this time period, 
reach out to the local WRD office 
for guidance (www.georgiawild-
life.com/about/contact).
	 Young wildlife demand a great 
deal of care and have specific nu-
tritional requirements. If they are 
not cared for properly, they will not 
be releasable or retain the ability 
to survive on their own. Persons 
not licensed and trained in wildlife 
rehabilitation should not attempt to 
care for wildlife.  In fact, Georgia 
law prohibits the possession of 
most wildlife without a permit.
	 For more information, visit www.
georgiawildlife.com and click on 
“Living With Wildlife” or contact 
the local Wildlife Resources Divi-
sion office. 

Leave young wildlife alone

	 In honor of Financial Literacy 
Month in Georgia, Attorney General 
Chris Carr is encouraging Georgians 
to take advantage of the educational 
resources available through the 
Office of the Attorney General’s 
Consumer Protection Division.
	 “Understanding how to manage 
money, reach financial goals and 
save for emergencies helps people 
have greater ease and success in their 
lives,” says Attorney General Carr. 
“Georgians can visit our Consumer 
Protection Division’s websites for 
guidance on how to navigate major 
purchases, avoid scams and protect 
yourself against identity theft.”
	 The Consumer Protection Di-
vision developed ConsumerEd.
georgia.gov to help Georgians be-
come savvy consumers. It contains 
tools and information on creating 
a budget, improving your credit, 
managing debt, buying a vehicle, 
purchasing a home, and protecting 
yourself from identity theft. The 
site also features a bi-weekly blog 
entitled “Ask Consumer Ed,” which 
answers consumer questions on a 
wide variety of topics.
	 In addition, the Consumer Protec-
tion Division created The Georgia 
Consumer Protection Guide for 
Older Adults, a comprehensive 
resource to help protect seniors 
from becoming victims of fraud 
and scams and navigate the difficult 
and unique challenges that come 
with aging. Available in English 
and Spanish, it offers information 
about scams, identity theft, credit 
and debt, reverse mortgages, chari-
table giving, home repairs, funerals, 
advance directives, long-term care, 
elder abuse and more. You can 
download the guide at consumer.
ga.gov or request a hard copy by 
calling the Consumer Protection 
Division at (404) 651-6800.
	 April is also Military Saves 
Month.  Resources for our service 
members and veterans can be found 
at consumer.ga.gov/military and 
from our partners at militarysaves.
org.

Carr encourages
residents to learn
to manage money


