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By TOM POLAND
tompol@earthlink.net

Ospreys - Nature Never Quits

Across The Savannah

Visit baseball museums this summer
By LAMAR GARRARD

Baseball historian

Baseball’s Best

EYE NEWS: Did you know?                                            

Our Adult Vision changes every 2 years, Diabetics and Growing Children every 1 year.                     
But our Vision can also change after any changes to our Medications.                                                         

Our Vision is Your Vision.   www.LC-Optical.com 

                               
OPENING SOON! 116 Main Street (next door to City Pharmacy) 

 

NOW OPEN! MONDAY - SATURDAY
116 Main Street (next door to City Pharmacy)

EYE NEWS: Did you know?                                            
Doctors customize our Contact Lenses from our Glasses Exam. 

But for Healthiest Eyes: 
We are to also take out our Contacts and wear our Glasses 

2-hours before sleeping.           
 Our Vision is Your Vision.   www.LC-Optical.com

	 Price Grove Baptist Church mem-
bers are reminded that they are able 
to mail in their tithes to Price Grove 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 916, Lin-
colnton, GA 30817.

Mail in tithes

Noon sharp, a hot, humid Mon-
day. Just twenty yards away a tre-
mendous crash like a rock hitting 
water got my attention. There sat an 
osprey with spread wings, its lunch 
too big to lift. The look on its regal 
face said, “Well, damn, what now.” 
Seconds later it released the fish and 
flew off.

I was in a natural blind of trees 
and I photographed the osprey sit-
ting in water. In the foreground were 
rocky shoals spider lilies. It’s the 
most unique photograph I’ve taken. 
I got a shot too of its empty talons 
as it flew away. 

“Boy, your eyes are bigger than 
your stomach.” That’s what Grand-
mom Poland would say when I’d 
heap too much food on my plate 
and not eat it. Well, the osprey’s 
keen eyes were too big for its tal-
ons on this dive, but a few minutes 
later I saw the bird’s shadow hov-
ering, hovering, then dropping. It 
plummeted into the Broad River at 
Anthony Shoals but I couldn’t see 
it. Trees were in the way. I heard it 
crash into water but never saw if it 
had a fish or not. I’d wager it had 
lunch this time. 

Three times the fish hawk dove 
near me. Only once did I get the 
chance to photograph it. Sitting in 
water might its wings might get too 
heavy to take off I wondered, but os-
preys’ wings, I learned, are adapted 
for liftoff in water. Its talons, sharp 
as razors, have adhesive pads. When 
an osprey seizes a fish, it’s not go-
ing to escape, although it might get 
released, pardoned by its weight.

That hot Monday two ospreys’ 
piercing whistle sounded again and 
again. They were hunting the shal-
low shoals. I could have watched 
them all day. These raptors, these 
hawks, eat nothing but fish and they 
eat them right away. Too bad for the 
fish, being yanked from water to sky 
to be eaten alive, but that’s nature. 
She can be ruthless. 

I look for ospreys when I’m 
near water. It can be a salt marsh, 
river, pond, or lake. I have seen bald 
eagles, a variety of hawks, ospreys, 
and one unforgettable sighting of the 
swallow-tailed kite, an especially 
majestic bird of prey. Ospreys none-
theless get my attention more than 
all the aforementioned competitors. 
It’s mesmerizing to watch them drop 
from the sky. 

Come spring I watch a big nest 
of sticks at Crooked Bridge back 
home. I know they’re nesting, rais-
ing another brood of one to three, 
sometimes four chicks. A word to 

“Summertime and the livin’ is 
easy, fish are jumpin’and the cot-
ton is high” – George Gershwin and 
Dubose Heyward 

Summer 2021 and people are 
on the move with vacations and 
getaways at all time highs, despite 
the spiraling gasoline prices and 
inflation touching every area of 
our lives. Driven by the shutdowns 
caused by the China virus, America 
is seeking the freedom of the open 
road and the great outdoors.

Baseball museums shut down for 
months are now reopening to an 
eager public. The Baseball Hall of 
Fame in Cooperstown, New York, 
is the premier destination for even 
the most casual baseball fan. My 
last trip there was in 2016 and my 
calendar tells me that it is time to 
go again. Cooperstown is a Nor-
mal Rockwell-type setting with 
the 2,000 residents nestled in the 
foothills of the mountains and sur-
rounded by beautiful lake Otsego.

On my last visit, this Georgia boy 
was amused at a giant wall mural of 
the great Ty Cobb as you enter the 
corridor of the reception desk area. 
Learning that I was from Georgia, 
one of the docents said to me, “We 
just love Ty Cobb here at the Hall 
of Fame.” It was worth the trip to 
see the Ty Cobb exhibit with two 
or three of his waist-high trophies 
and his bat and uniforms. I was 
privileged while there to hold in my 
hands a box of a dozen pristinely 
signed Ty Cobb baseballs.

Looking at Babe Ruth’s locker 
and seeing Lou Gehrig’s memora-
bilia prompted my mind to visual-
ize them playing at the old iconic 
Yankee Stadium. There is a won-
derful and extensive exhibit on 
Hank Aaron that is a must see. It 
takes at least two days to see most 

Osprey with catch much to heavy to life. (Photos by Tom Poland).

Osprey sitting in water.

The osprey lifts off without its prey.

the wise. Don’t throw away twine, 
string, and fishing line etc. Dispose 
of it in a safe way. Ospreys will 
use your twine string and so forth 
to build their nest and the chicks’ 
feet can get entangled preventing 
them from leaving the nest. They’re 
doomed to starve. 

Such beautiful birds, these fish 
hawks that mate for life. Unable to 
dive to more than about three feet 
below the water’s surface, ospreys 

frequent shallow waters, deeper 
water on occasion when fish school 
near the surface. The water outside 
my blind was shallow. Lilies were 
putting on a show of their own when 
this magnificent bird dropped in. 

I hated to leave this aerial show, 
but I left aware that somewhere be-
neath the Broad River a big fish had 
puncture wounds and somewhere in 
the air hungry ospreys were hunting 
anew, for nature, she never quits. 

of this plethora of American Base-
ball History.

Closer to home in our area is 
the Ty Cobb Museum in Royston, 
Georgia. Born in Narrows, Georgia, 
Cobb is honored in this special town 
where he spent his youth. Bats, 
balls, spikes, uniforms, diamond 
stick pin awards, and a video are all 
part of the offerings of the venue.

Close to Royston is the John 
Mize exhibit on the campus of 
Piedmont University in Demorest, 
Georgia. Mize, the local boy and 
Hall of Famer, got his start playing 
for the University back when it was 
called Piedmont College. There are 
at least five full cases of his person-
al baseball memorabilia that is well 
worth seeing.

Greenville, S.C., is home to the 
incredible Shoeless Joe Jackson 
museum. The museum is located in 
Joe Jackson’s actual house that was 
moved to its current location across 
the street from the Greenville Drive 
baseball stadium. They have just 
added a brand new 5,000-square-

foot addition that makes this one of 
the finest baseball museums in the 
south. Jackson has the third high-
est batting average of all time and 
should be in the Hall of Fame.

The Augusta Museum of History 
has at least three major baseball 
history exhibits featuring locals 
Bill Johnson, Lou Brissie, Ty Cobb, 
George Stallings, and the Augusta 
Green Jackets. Also items from the 
Augusta Tigers and the Augusta 
Yankees are displayed.

The McDuffie County Musuem 
in Thomson, Georgia, is a beauti-
ful museum. It showcases local 
history including military generals 
and sports that includes Ray Guy. 
During this summer they are fea-
turing an extensive collection of Ty 
Cobb photos and original Ty Cobb 
newspapers. Many of the photos are 
scarce and seldom seen. The mu-
seum is one of the nicest and finest 
museums anywhere.

Have fun scoping out baseball 
history this summer! It is the Amer-
ican thing to do. 

Top Ten Movies

Answers on page 5

 1. Hitman’s Wife’s Bodyguard (R) 
Ryan Reynolds, Samuel L. Jackson
 2. A Quiet Place Part II (PG-13) 
Emily Blunt, Millicent Simmonds
 3. Peter Rabbit 2: The Runaway 
(PG) Domhnall Gleeson, Rose Byrne
 4. The Conjuring: The Devil Made 
Me Do It (R) Patrick Wilson, Vera 
Farmiga
 5. Cruella (PG-13) Emma Stone, 
Emma Thompson
 6. In the Heights (PG-13) Anthony 
Ramos, Corey Hawkins
 7. Spirit Untamed (PG) animated
 8. 12 Mighty Orphans (PG-13) 
Luke Wilson, Robert Duvall
 9. The House Next Door: Meet the 
Blacks 2 (R) Mike Epps, Katt Wil-
liams
 10. Wrath of Man (R) Jason Sta-
tham, Holt McCallan

Bible Trivia
 1. Is the book of Jonah in the Old or 
New Testament or neither?
 2. From 2 Samuel 11, who received 
a letter from David telling him to 
put Uriah into battle? Gideon, Ahab, 
Isaac, Joab
 3. In Luke 12:27, what did Jesus say 
are better arrayed than King Solomon? 
Lilies, Angles, Trees, Sheep
 4. Matthew, the tax collector, was 
known by what other name? Levi, 
Felix, Reuben, Jehu
 5. Who was the baby born of Zacha-
rias and Elizabeth? Daniel, John the 
Baptist, Noah, David
 6. Which king of Judah had his eyes 
gouged out? Uzziah, Ahaz, Jeconiah, 
Zedekiah
 
ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) Joab; 3) Lil-
ies; 4) Levi; 5) John the Baptist; 6) 
Zedekiah


