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Jerry Green

(Editor’s Note: A por-
tion of this question was
accidentally omitted last
week. We apologize for
the inconvenience, and re-
publish it in its entirety.)

Q: We have an existing
ceiling fan in our bedroom
and I would like to add
a remote. The ceiling fan
is a name brand with one
pull chain and no light kit.
I have seen these remote
control kits advertised on
Amazon and eBay. Are all
fans adaptable for remotes
and how can I make sure
I am buying the right one?

-Joe in Breese

A: Dear Joe,

Basically fan kit remotes
are generic. You need to buy
an add fan remote which
will consist of a transmitter
and receiver. The receiver
is installed in the canopy
(cover where the fan meets
the ceiling) of the fan and
wired between the incom-
ing power and the outgoing
light and fan wires (fan only
in your situation).

Basic remote kits are
priced around $20 to $25
and up.

Q: How difficult would
it be to remove and replace
two damaged laminate floor
panels? I have some small
extra pieces or I could move
them to an inconspicuous
location, like in a closet.
The problem is, a bottle of
shoe polish leaked onto the
floor leaving about a 5 inch
diameter stain that also has
bubbled spots which span
two boards. This went un-
noticed for probably several
months since the bottle was
in a area of the bedroom
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Starting from one end of
the bedroom I would like
to remove a few laminate
boards until I get to the
two damaged boards, and
reposition them so that the
stained/damaged boards
are replaced or inside the
closet.

This laminate floor was
here when I moved into the
house and I do not think it
is possible to find matching
laminate to replace these
two boards. I'm hoping to
avoid replacing the entire
floor for a stain this small.
It just happens to be in
the middle of the bedroom
floor at the foot of the bed.
I'm not sure how difficult
it is to remove interlocking
laminate flooring without
damaging the boards, or
even if a contactor would
be willing to try.

- T & B in Mascoutah

A:Dear T & B,

It is a labor intensive
job for sure. You didn’t say
what size the bedroom was
but most contractors would
probably tell you it would
be cheaper to replace than
repair it. This is because of
the labor costs.

To replace a couple of
damaged pieces the lami-
nate floor basically needs
to be disassembled to get
to the pieces that need to be
replaced. Plus you have to
be careful not to damage the
flooring trying to get them
out, which is often impos-
sible. Some of the locking
tabs will get damaged and
it may not lock together as
well upon reassembly. Also
you will need to replace full
pieces with full pieces.

I have seen it done and
it is a big job. You need to
remove pretty much ev-
erything from the room.
Then remove the quarter
round and base moldings
so you can get to the edges
of the flooring. Then you
find the long edge of the
planks with the male part
of the interlocking tongue
and very carefully lift and

remove the strips (it really
helps to mark them and lay
them out somewhere in the
same order and orientation
so you can reinstall them).
Then after you've gotten the
damaged strips up you need
to find some non damaged
pieces that are the same ex-
act size and swap the pieces.
Then reinstall the flooring,
reinstall the base moldings
and put everything back in
the room.

Q: My carpet, by the
front door has worn quite
heavily in that area even
though I've always had
a throw rug there. I have
carpet throughout my front
entrance and living room
area and have wanted for
some time to put down tile
of some kind in front of the
entrance. My question is,
once I cut out the portion of
carpet, which will be 5'x3’,
what do I do with the new
edges of carpet (that will
be flush with the tiles once
they are put down) to keep
it from being pulled or torn
and does this procedure
need to be done before lay-
ing the tiles? I do hope this is
not terribly confusing!

- T & B in Mascoutah

A:Dear T & B,

Roll the carpet back to
expose the subfloor. If you
want, you can cut the carpet
before installing the floor,
but you must leave at least
a few inches of overlap be-
yond where you anticipate
the edge of the tile will be.

Once the tile is installed,
you can cut the carpet more
precisely to meet the edge of
the tile or to accommodate
the type of threshold you
purchase.

There are various types
of transition strips that can
be used to both protect the
edge of the carpet from
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wear and cover the edge of
the tile, too. Since they vary
from store to store, I suggest
you take a trip to your local
home or hardware store...
even a carpet store might
have some... and look at the
types available.

Another option is to sim-
ply have the carpet meet
the tile without a transi-
tion. The edge of the tile
has to be very precisely cut
so that it is attractive. Tack-
less strips...long, narrow
wooden strips embedded
with rows of short nails...
are installed within about
1/4 inch of the edge of the
tile. The carpet is pulled
onto them, and then pressed
into the gap between the
tackless and the tile, making
asmooth, “string” free edge.

Though you didn’t ask
for info about installing the
tiles, I have one suggestion.
Ceramic tile can show a lot
of wear in a frequently used
entryway. Another tough
material you can install,
without having to install a
cement backerboard, is a

combination vinyl / ceramic
tiles. If you like the appear-
ance, they will give you the
most durability and easy
maintenance. You can even
coat them with a sealer to
get a semi-gloss appearance
and longer grout life.

Jerry Green is the owner
and principle inspector for
Answerman Home Inspections
LLC, a veteran owned com-
pany. If you have any questions
or comments you can contact
Jerry Green at answermanhi@
charter.net

Harpstrite Farms, Clinton County

NO HUNTING OR FISHING

We, the undersigned land owners and tenants, hereby give notice that we will not allow
any hunting, fishing or trespassing on our farms or timberlands, and that violators of this
warning will be prosecuted to the full extent of the law.

Names are listed here at a cost of $5 per year.
Weihl-Hawkins Rifle & Pistol Club, 1359 North County Road, Mascotuah, IL
F.C. Lehr, West of Mascoutah, IL, South of Old Mascoutah Brewery, West along Silver Creek

Shirley J. Kehrer, Engelmann Township, St. Clair County
Donna Beer, 11012 Schlicter Rd., Mascoutah, IL, Engelman Township, St. Clair County

09-21-24
12-01-21
02-16-22
10-02-22
04-27-22

GHiss Truck Service, Inc.
Trucking & Excavating Since 1936
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Yard Grading

Driveway Rocks | Pick up or Delivery

Decorative Gravels | 705 5. Fritz Lebanon JL | Backhoe & Skid
Sands (618) 537-2081 Steer Services
Shredded Topsoil o —
Mulch

When You Need Professional Help...
Call These Fine
Businesses!!! To Place Your
Professional Help Ad Call
566-8282 or Fax 566-8283.

257-0037

www.keilsclocks.com

MASCOUTAH

KelilPs Clock
She

Call Today Grandfather
Clock House Calls
SALES-SERVICE-REPAIR

(Free Estimates On Clocks Brought Into Shop)
109 E. Main St. - Downtown Belleville

Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5; Sat. 9-4

HEATING & COOLING

LENNOX

* Commercial Refrigeration
*Plumbing
566-8242
or 234-4477

Steven Pritchett, M.D.

Rural Family
Medicine Associates, LTD.

James Althoff, M.D.

jaql Reggr, M.D. Todd Vonderheide, M.D.
udith Weis, M.D. ;
Stephen Raben, M.D. Brett Winkeler, M.D.
Doctors’ Hours By Appointment Only
Office Hours, 8-5 M,T,TH,F and 9-5:30 Wed.
Suite 200 ¢ 739 North Jefferson Street
Mascoutah, IL 62258

STEPHEN J. CLEMENT, R. PH.
2900 FrRANK ScotT PARKwAY WEST,
Surte 920-B ¢ BELLEVILLE, IL 62223
PHoNE: 234-7181
Hours: MoN-Fr1 9aM-6PM ¢ SAT 8AM-1PM
WWW.COPPERBEND.COM ® WE’RE WorTH THE DrIvE!

where I had a shoe rack

DUCTS
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Healthy Air,
Healthy Home

NAPSI)—Asthma af-
fects more than 24 million
people in the U.S., including
more than 6 million chil-
dren, reports the Asthma
and Allergy Foundation of
America. In addition, more
than 50 million Americans
suffer from allergies each
year.

If any of them is some-
one you care for, you should
know those experts also say
indoor air can be two to five
times more polluted than
outdoor air. Fortunately,
you can still be breathing
clean.

The Problem

The air in your home cir-
culates through the HVAC
system and air ducts five to
seven times a day. During
the circulation process, al-
lergens and other contami-
nants can settle in the air
ducts and then get redistrib-
uted back into the air you
and your family breathe.

An Answer

By having your air ducts
properly cleaned, you keep
dander, pollen, mold and
the like from accumulating.

Call A Professional

Not just anyone can do
the job. If a duct cleaning
company’s deal seems too
good to be true, it prob-
ably is. That’s why savvy

homeowners turn to quali-
fied contractors who are
members of the National Air
Duct Cleaners Association
(NADCA). They follow a
higher standard and a code
of ethics.

Get Help
NADCA makes it really

simple to find a certified air
duct cleaning professional,
via its online directory at
www.nadca.com.
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Only $7
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Call Today

566-8282
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o

HOME?!

Air Conditioning - Plumbing
Pest Solutions - Heating
Architectural Metal

(618) B-E-L-O-M-A-N

www.beloman.com

Office (618) 566-8810 » Exchange (618) 398-9525
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Jay Kehrer
(618) 670242 =

Jay Kehrer@Strano.com
www.Strano.com/JayKehrer —

THE KEHRER TEAM
REALTORS® WHO CARE!

Steve Kehrer
(618) 410-4121

{@am  SteveKehrer@Strano.com
] www.Strano.com/SteveKehrer
Selling Southern [llinois Piece by Piece!

* Residential  Commercial * Remodeling * Repair
* Backflow Testing * Sewer Cleaning & Replacement
* High Pressure Jetting * Camera & Video Services

Email: littekinplumbing@outlook.com

618-224-2249

IL 055-043593

Put Your
Car In the
Right Hands

WE DO
SPRAY-IN
BEDLINERS

e CUSTOM FLOOR MATS
* BED LINERS & RAILS
* RUNNING BOARDS
e TRAILER HITCHES &
e BUG SHIELDS
e BED COVERS
e SPOILERS

1354 Frontage Rd. At I1-64 & Rt. 50
O’Fallon

Mon & Thur 8:30-6pm * Tue, Wed & Fri 8:30-5pm * Sat 9:00-3pm

“Custom
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Independent

of Belleville

WasterCard

* Front Wheel Drive Specialist ¢
4 x 4 Expertise ¢ Clutches Installed

Scott Foster

(3 year, 100,000 mile warranty available)
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935 S. Belt West (Old Rt. 13)

’ 233-0012
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Belleville, lllinois

NU DEAL OIL CO.

On The Farm Service
« MICHELIN + MASTERCRAFT

*FIRESTONE -+ BF GOODRICH

“No Tire Is Too Large Or Too Small”

473-2476 1-800-331-7946
www.nu-dealoil.com




