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Jim Daly

Focus on the Family
“Focus on the Family” is sponsored by 
Zion Lutheran Church of Mascoutah.

Concern over
granddaughters

Not vaccinated 
yet?

Protect yourself
and others...

Wear a mask!

Q: I’m worried about my 
10-month-old granddaugh-
ter’s health. I love my son 
and daughter-in-law. But 
when I visited last week, the 
house was filled with trash, 
moldy food was stuck to 
the carpet and dirty diapers 
were spilling from the trash. 
My granddaughter is old 
enough to start crawling, 
but she’s constrained to an 
infant seat to keep her from 
getting into these messes. 
Should I express my con-
cerns over these troubling 
health conditions?

Jim: It’s usually best for 
grandparents to keep their 
advice to themselves until 
asked. But in this situation, 
as you’ve described it, it’s 
probably past time to in-
tervene. 

It might be a good idea 
to begin by enlisting the 
help of another adult -- pref-
erably someone your son 
likes and respects -- who 
can join you in advocating 
for your granddaughter. 
Raise the subject gently 
but as straightforwardly 
as possible. Help your son 
and his wife see that this is 
more than just a question 
of personal preferences and 
different “styles” of house-
keeping. They are, in fact, 
endangering the health and 
well-being of their child. 
Make yourself available to 
help with the cleanup and 
to offer assistance where 
needed.

If they won’t listen, or 
if you don’t see significant 
improvements within a rea-
sonable amount of time, you 
may need to contact your 
county’s agency of family 
services. Social workers will 
advise you on the various 
options available. Among 
other things, it’s clear that 
your son and daughter-in-
law need practical training 

in the fundamentals of child 
care. Mandatory counseling 
may also be necessary, but 
this is something for skilled 
professionals to decide. 
The important thing is for 
you, as a grandparent, to 
do everything you can to 
enlist the support and com-
munity services necessary 
to raise your son’s family to 
a higher-functioning level.

Our counseling team 
would also be happy to of-
fer further insights. Please 
call them at 855-771-HELP 
(4357).

Q: I’ve been married 
for six years. We have a 
good relationship overall, 
but my wife’s impulsive 
spending habits are a source 
of constant stress. We have 
the same argument every 
month when we get the 
credit card statement. She 
cries and apologizes -- and 
then keeps spending! What 
can I do?

Dr. Greg Smalley, Vice 
President, Marriage & Fam-
ily Formation: You’ve prob-
ably heard the old adage 
that “insanity” is doing the 
same thing repeatedly and 
expecting different results. 
We probably all fit that 
definition to some extent! 
But from your description 
of what’s happening in your 
marriage, it’s clear that you 
need a different approach.

Of course, money is a 
very emotional topic; in 
fact, financial stress and dis-
agreements are consistently 
listed as leading causes of 
divorce. People spend and 
save for a variety of rea-
sons that are often rooted 
in needs like security, com-
fort, relational power and 
validation. That means that 
when you and your wife 
have your monthly credit 

card confrontation, you’re 
not just discussing dollars 
and cents. 

Instead of reacting to 
the bill every month, I’d 
suggest you be proactive 
in addressing this issue. A 
good place you can turn to 
is Dave Ramsey’s Finan-
cial Peace University. His 
course will help you and 
your wife work through a 
budget based on principles 
that you both can agree on. 
You can find out more in-
formation by visiting www.
daveramsey.com. We also 
have plenty of tips and in-
sights at FocusOnTheFam-
ily.com/Marriage; look for 
the “Money & Finances” 
section.

Meanwhile, since finan-
cial issues involve emotions 
and relational tension, you 
might also want to enlist 
the help of a wise and car-
ing marriage counselor. It’s 
an investment that will pay 
off by strengthening your 
relationship. Our counsel-
ors can help you get started 
and refer you to a licensed 
therapist near you; call the 
number listed above. I wish 
you the best.

Jim Daly is an author, and 
president of Focus on the Fam-
ily and host of the Focus on the 
Family radio program. Catch 
up with him at www.jimdaly-
blog.com or at www.facebook.
com/DalyFocus.

Neil Diamond’s Traveling
Salvation Show To Be Held
at The Lincoln Theatre

Live music is back at 
the Lincoln Theatre in Bel-
leville starting June 12th & 
June 13th with The Travel-
ing Salvation Show, paying 
tribute to the legendary Neil 
Diamond.

The Traveling Salvation 
Show is a local band repre-
sented by WBA entertain-
ment out of Nashville, pay-
ing tribute to the legendary 
Neil Diamond. Just imagine 
all of Neil Diamond’s great-
est hits played by the Trans-
Siberian Orchestra - and it’s 
#sogoodsogood!  The whole 
group is dedicated to shar-
ing the music of Mr. Neil 

Diamond.
The Traveling Salvation 

Show will prove Neil Dia-
mond rocks! This up-tempo, 
rock-oriented tribute to the 
legendary performer will 
have you dancing and sing-
ing along to all of the classic 
hits.

Don’t confuse this with 
the “AM radio” version 
of Neil Diamond. We are 
a hard-driving, 10-person 
ensemble that works to 
recreate the energy of Mr. 
Diamond’s live arena per-
formances while incorporat-
ing our own rock flair.

So pack up the babies, 

grab the old ladies and 
#comegetsaved at our next 
performance at the Lincoln 
Theatre in Belleville, that 
will leave you feeling #so-
goodsogood.

Wearing sequins is not 
required, but highly encour-
aged!

Shows at the Lincoln are 
June 12th at 7:30pm and 
June 13th at 2pm.  Tickets 
are $25 & $30 and can be 
purchased at the Lincoln 
Theatre, Abe’s gourmet 
Popcorn Shop and online 
at lincolntheatre-belleville.
com  

Mascoutah Tuesday Woman’s
Club Installation Dinner

Mascoutah Tuesday 
Woman’s Club held their 
annual officer installation 
dinner on May 25 where 
Carol Ferk handed off the 
President position to Katie 
Nelson. Their Homecoming 
Queen Candidate (Sophie 
Seibert) was introduced, 
and Edith Mueth was hon-
ored for 60 years of dedicat-
ed service to their club.  She 
and Rosie Taylor are among 
the ladies who started sev-
eral projects still sponsored 
by the club including the an-
nual Memorial Scholarships 
for high school students, the 
Summer Reading Program 
at the Mascoutah Public Li-
brary and the annual Santa 
Breakfast.

Katie Nelson won 1st 
Place in the Illinois Up-
cycled Art Contest for her 
vision and creation of their 
current repurposed glass 
sculptures fundraiser.  Plus, 
the club won two Top Ten 
Awards of Excellence for 
Civil Engagement & Out-
reach and Education & Li-
braries by the GFWC Illi-
nois Federation of Women’s 
Clubs.

Edith Mueth (left) was honored for 60 years of dedi-
cated service to the Tuesday Woman’s Club.

2021-22 Officers are: 
President - Katie Nelson
1st Vice President - Su-

san Albrecht
2nd Vice President - Tru-

dy Knobeloch
Recording Secretary - 

Theresa Rhoderick
Co-Treasurers - Susan 

Voss & Cathy Trobaugh
Co-Corresponding Sec-

retaries - Carol Bandre & 
Laura Diesen

No Matter How You Learn Or Play
We Have The Tools And Toys For You!

108 West State St. • O’Fallon, IL. 62269
618-632-3777

open for business
Abbey espresso 

bAr & CAfe

5801 West Main St.
Belleville, IL

618-277-8373

Drive Thru • Delivery • Dine In

M-F 6:30am - 4pm
Sat 8am - 1pm

Sun 8am - 11am
Walk-In or Curbside

122 E Main Street
Belleville, IL 62220

(618) 277-2550
www.downthehallhomebrew.com

6500 W. Main
Arcades Belleville

The World 
In A Store
Cheese, Wines, Sausages, 
Coffee, Smoked Salmon, 
Imported Beers, Swiss 

Chocolate & Specialty Foods
M-Fri. 9:30-6:00
Sat. 9:30-6:00398-7184

Midwest Appliance & Repair

Hours: 
M-F 10-6 • Sat. 10-2

618-416-8490
8 Wade Sq. Belleville, IL

Sales & Repair  
of all Models

LEN' 

www. toolensrunningstart .com Sunday, July 18 @ 
Toolen’s Running Start

For more info: 618-628-9898 or
www.toolensrunningstart.com

Top 
of the 

Morning
5K Run/Walk & 
Kids Fun Run

Visit 
itsyourace.com 

to register
3260 Green Mount Crossing Drive 

Shiloh, IL


