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Last week, I met with
newly-elected Circuit Clerk
Nathan Burton about some
of the changes in the Doug-
las County Circuit Clerk’s
office, as well as his newly
found talent-painting. Na-
than Burton was sworn in
as the Douglas County Cir-
cuit Clerk on December 1,
2020. Before this, he donated
two days a week in the of-
fice starting in July until his
swear-in date to learn and get
ahead of the game before he
took over.

Burton said that his time
in office thus far has gone
very well. He noted this was
partly due to the amazing
staff that received him with
open arms and have been
very open to the changes
he has wanted to make, and
those that have already been
put in place. He said that ev-
eryone has been very willing
to work together and it has
been a great team effort.

Burton noted that clerk
jobs in the office do not pay
a lot of money. However, the
clerks come in day in and
day out, never complaining,
and go through hundreds of
files a day. They really keep
the office running and he
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can’t thank them enough. Nathan Burton painting Silver Moon, one of his favorites that he has painted.

Mary Ochs (chief deputy)
and Stacey Penny (traffic and
criminal supervisor) have a
combined over 40 years of
experience in the office. He
said that they have been a
godsend as far as making this
transition possible.

Burton has brought some
changes, or as he prefers,
baby step improvements of
things already put in place
prior to him, to the office.
The first thing the office has
done is gone away from us-

ing traffic paper files for non-
mandatory court appearance
traffic citations. He explained
that when a citation is issued,
it was previously brought
into the office where they
created a paper file. Now, any

documentation for that case
that is received is scanned
into the computer and filed
electronically. Over time,
this will lead to other files
also being online which will
reduce costs and increase ef-

pA

ficiency. Burton noted that he
campaigned on technology
and efficiency and this is his
first step to that.

Beginning February 15,
the office will begin e-filing
for felony and juvenile cases.
This will be for subsequent
filing only. Burton said that
this will really maximize effi-
ciency, reduce the amount of
files taken at the office, and
those that need to be mailed
out. He said that it also al-
lows them to view compact-
ed cases that come in right on
the computer to compact the
workspace and workload.

The office has also
changed the way that some
notices were sent out to de-
fendants. Notices were pre-
viously typed, printed, and
mailed. Now, after working
with Judge Richard Broch
and Associate Judge Gary
Weber, they have put it in
place for some of the notices
(for example a payment or-
der.) to be filled out in court
by Burton or another clerk,
signed by the judge, and then
distributed in open court. This
reduces a lot of costs for the
office in mailing and postage.
Burton said “to some, it may
not seem like a huge cost re-
duction. However over time
when we implement more of
these cost-saving measures
you are going to see a signifi-
cant reduction in the amount
of taxpayer dollars used for
these court documents or no-
tices.”

Defendants have the op-
tion to pay online fines and
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fees through Judici.com. At
the moment, traffic citations
are not set up there. How-
ever, the platform is being
built and algorithms devel-
oped to go active with e-plea
and e-supervision. Burton
is finalizing logistics with
Parkland College, who does
traffic school for supervision
for Douglas County. Once
those are complete they will
be able to go live with e-plea
and e-supervision. This will
allow people to pay a traf-
fic citation online and accept
court supervision in the same
transaction.

One of Burton’s newly
discovered talents is paint-
ing. He noted that when CO-
VID-19 took effect he was
looking for a new hobby that
he could do indoors, and de-
cided that he wanted to try
and paint. Burton said “the
first thing I wanted to do was
study somebody who I knew
could paint, which was Bob
Ross.” Burton looked to You-
Tube where he found over
400 episodes of Bob Ross,
and made it his mission to
watch at least one episode
per night to study his theory
of painting and the wet-on-
wet oil technique. Finally, on
December 23, after complet-
ing 115 episodes, he decided
that he wanted to give it a try
using his Bob Ross Master
Paint Kit, a Christmas gift
from his wife.

Burton began posting the
paintings on Facebook where
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Douglas County Ag in the Glassroom learns about Abraham Lincoln

Douglas County Ag
in the Classroom offered
“Abraham Lincoln and his
Contributions to Agricul-
ture” remote lessons for this
month. While these days Lin-
coln seems relegated to ad-
vertising for furniture sales,
specials on mattresses, etc.,
it is important to remember
he was a real person that had
a powerful impact on our na-
tion.

Abraham Lincoln was
born on a farm in Kentucky

and later moved to a farm in
Indiana. His family eventu-
ally moved to Illinois, first
near Decatur and then close
to Charleston. He helped
his father with all the farm-
ing, which included splitting
logs into rails to build fences
or log cabins. Once, he spent
all day planting pumpkin
seeds only for a storm to
wash them all away that very
night! He knew farming was
hard work.

Abraham Lincoln was

the only president to hold a
patent. While traveling with
a flatboat of goods down the
Mississippi River, the boat
became lodged on a sand-
bar. Setting the boat free was
quite a trial. Lincoln even-
tually developed a system
to enable boats to float over
these shallow areas of the
river.

While much of Lincoln’s
presidential term was de-
voted to preserving the union
during the Civil War, he also

made major contributions to
agriculture.

Abraham Lincoln left
three legacies for agricul-
ture. Lincoln established the
United States Department of
Agriculture. This agency is
still the basic authority for
the present day. The de-
partment provides research,
census, and education for
agriculture. ~ The Morrill
Land Grant act donated pub-
lic land for colleges of agri-
culture and mechanical arts.

The University of Illinois is
our closest Land Grant Col-
lege. The Homestead Act
provided 250 million acres
of land to settlers. 160 acres
was available to each settler
with the agreement that they
then lived on and improved
the land.

Younger students made
their own log cabins, and
older students did STEM
experiments with building
boats from foil. All classes
had worksheets and activi-

ties using coins and bills
which feature Lincoln. A vir-
tual field trip to the Mt. Pu-
laski courthouse was offered
to classrooms as well. This
courthouse is one of only
two left where Lincoln prac-
ticed law.

Douglas County Ag in
the Classroom is supported
by Douglas County Farm
Bureau, Douglas County Ag
Center, and Illinois Ag in the
Classroom.

For 50 years, community
members have generously
supported Horizon Health
with charitable gifts of land,
retirement accounts, and oth-
er financial resources.

The Horizon Health
Foundation of East Central
Illinois was created in 2015
to ensure these resources
are kept and used locally,
amid a complex and chang-
ing healthcare environment.
To build on the Foundation’s
success, the Horizon Health
Foundation Board has named
Randi Bohannon as its new
executive director.

Bohannon has worked
for nonprofit organizations
for more than 16 years. She
has experience in higher edu-
cation, as well as local and
state government. In her new
role, she oversees the Foun-
dation’s day-to-day opera-
tions, which includes manag-
ing donor gifts, fund raising,
and requests for support,
while supporting the Founda-
tion Board’s initiatives and
strategic plan.

As executive director,

Bohannon said she looks
forward to getting to know
members of the regional
community.

“I’'m excited to join the
Horizon Health Foundation
and continue the strong tradi-
tion of community engage-
ment and passion for philan-
thropy that have existed here
for so long,” Bohannon said.
“I'm particularly impressed
by the level of involvement
in, and the support from,
Horizon Health’s healthcare
mission and initiatives.”

Bohannon added that
Horizon Health is a place
patients choose for reasons
more profound than conve-
nient locations.

“We offer the services
of experienced physicians,
including surgeons and spe-
cialists. They want to be part
of a growing and active orga-
nization that is committed to
supporting its communities,”
she said.

The Foundation conduct-
ed an intensive search for
an executive director who is

an experienced professional

with small-town life expe-
riences, said Dave Frisse,
Foundation Board chair-
man. The executive director

needed to have the highest

not-for-profit credentials and
a winning personality.

“With Randi, we’ve
found someone who meets
and exceeds all of our goals,”
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Frisse said. “We’re lucky to
have her. We expect her to
make the Foundation an in-
creasingly important player
in the regional healthcare
community.”

Ollie Smith, Horizon
Health president & CEO,
added: “I’m excited to work
collaboratively with some-
one with Randi’s level of ex-
pertise and professionalism.”

Bohannon is a Certi-
fied Fund Raising Executive
(CFRE). The credential is
available through CFRE In-
ternational, an independent
nonprofit organization that
offers the world’s top accred-
ited certification for philan-
thropic professionals.

Prior to Horizon Health,
Bohannon served as Direc-
tor of Development at East-
ern Illinois University. She
has a master’s degree in
public administration from
the University of Illinois at
Springfield and a bachelor’s
degree from Eastern Illinois
University. She previously
served as President of the

Family Readiness Group for

the 1544th Army National
Guard Unit in Paris, and is a
current member of the advi-
sory board for the Tarble Arts
Center in Charleston.
Bohannon has three
daughters and one grandson.
She and her husband, Mike,
live in Charleston.
About the Foundation
The Horizon Health
Foundation of East Central
lllinois reinvests generous
contributions from donors to
support healthcare initiatives
in Edgar County and sur-
rounding communities. It has
supported numerous projects,
including Horizon Health’s
EZ Care/NAL Health Clinic,
outpatient surgery expan-
sion, rehabilitation services
building, and much more.
For more information
about the Horizon Health
Foundation, contact Randi
Bohannon at 217-465-1234
or “mailto: RBohannon@
myhorizonhealth.org” RBo-
hannon@myhorizonhealth.
org.



