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Horizon Health has awarded healthcare 
scholarships to help local students further 
their education in the medical field. Scholar-
ship winners for the 2021-2022 school year 
are as follows:

PCH Volunteers’ Scholarships
Available to high school graduating se-

niors and Horizon Health employees:
$1,000 scholarship – Alexia Strow, a 

graduating senior at Paris High School, will 
study nursing at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville.

$1,000 scholarship – Kim Calvert, fi-
nance manager at Horizon Health, will pursue 
a master of healthcare administration degree 
at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College.

Doc Acklin Healthcare Scholarships
Available to graduating seniors from Par-

is Cooperative High School who embody the 
character traits of the late Dr. James Acklin 

(scholastic ability, participation in athletics, 
and character):

$1,000 scholarship – Sara Burger will 
study nursing at Indiana State University.

$1,000 scholarship – Raymond Lin will 
study psychology/occupational therapy at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Nursing Foundation Scholarships
Available to applicants who are current-

ly enrolled in, or have been accepted into, 
a nursing program. These scholarships are 
provided by Horizon Health’s Department of 
Nursing.

$500 – Makayla Thomas, of Paris, will 
pursue a bachelor of science degree in nurs-
ing at Marian University.

$500 – Lainey Ogle, of Paris, is currently 
pursuing an associate’s degree in nursing at 
Lake Land College.

View the Tri-County Journal online at  
www.thetuscolajournal.com

Thank you Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center!
Your services to our community are absolutely incredible

Horizon Health awards healthcare scholarships to area students
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The PCH Volunteers recently awarded their annual healthcare scholarships to an area 
high school senior and a Horizon Health employee. Pictured (left to right): Carol Keller, 
PCH Volunteer Scholarship Committee; Alexia Strow, graduating senior at Paris High 
School; Kim Calvert, finance manager at Horizon Health; Rose Marie Ketner, PCH Volun-
teer Scholarship Committee; and Peg Raley, PCH Volunteer president.

with no exceptions. Only 
students who are both 
unvaccinated and under 
a quarantine order from 
the Illinois Department of 
Health will be eligible to 
continue remote learning.

A spokeswoman for 
ISBE said they expect the 
bulk of the population eli-
gible for remote learning 
at the start of the school 
year to be under 12 years 
old. 

“We encourage fami-
lies to use the summer 
months to ensure that 

eligible children get vac-
cinated,” she said. “The 
vaccines are safe,  effec-
tive, and proven to protect 
you from getting sick.”

Students who do not 
qualify for remote learn-
ing may seek home or 
hospital instruction if a 
doctor determines they 
will miss at least 10 days 
of school due to a medical 
condition. 

According to the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, the 
Pfizer-BioNtech vaccine 
is safe for children 12 and 
over, while everyone aged 
16 and over is eligible to 
receive any U.S. approved 

vaccine. Pfizer may file 
for emergency use au-
thorization of its vaccine 
from the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration for 
use in children aged 2 to 
11 in September, accord-
ing to news reports.

“As always, our top 
priority is our students, 
and we know that in most 
cases, in-person learning 
is in their best interest,” 
Ayala said in her blog 
post. “Now that we have 
every indication that the 
pandemic will soon be be-
hind us, we can prepare to 
return fully to the physical 
spaces that best provide 
these conditions.”
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