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This guidance replaces 
the industry-specific guid-
ance that the Department of 
Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity published as 
part of the state’s Restore Il-
linois plan. This guidance in-
cludes recommendations for 
types of businesses and ven-
ues, customers, and employ-
ees in order to help maintain 
healthy environments and 
operations, as well as lower 
the risk of COVID-19 spread.

The following are rec-
ommended prevention strate-
gies that recognize that while 
the state ofIllinois has made 
substantial progress in vacci-
nating its residents, a number 
of individuals remain ineli-
gible or have not yet chosen 
to be vaccinated. Consistent 
use of prevention strategies 

will help reduce the spread 
of COVID-19 and protect 
people who are not fully vac-
cinated, including customers, 
employees, and their fami-
lies. As always, businesses 
and local municipalities may 
choose to implement addi-
tional prevention strategies 
as they deem appropriate.                

* COVID-19 vaccines 
are safe, effective, and wide-
ly available across Illinois. 
Everyone aged 12 years and 
older should be vaccinated 
against COVID-19 as soon as 
possible to keep from getting 
and/or spreading COVID-19.

* For businesses and 
venues where everyone pres-
ent is fully vaccinated, the 
state does not require face 
coverings and social distanc-
ing in both indoor and out-

door settings. Businesses and 
municipalities are permitted 
to continue requiring face 
coverings and social distanc-
ing as they deem appropriate.

* For indoor businesses 
and venues where everyone 
present is not fully vacci-
nated, unvaccinated persons 
should wear face covering 
and maintain six feet social 
distance. Businesses and 
venues may continue to re-
quire face coverings and/
or social distancing. Out-
door Businesses and venues, 
unvaccinated persons may 
choose not to wear face cov-
ering when able to maintain a 
six-foot social distance while 
outdoors, unless required to 
do so by a business or mu-
nicipality.

* Although people who 

are fully vaccinated are not 
required to wear face cov-
ering understate guidance, 
businesses and venues should 
be supportive of customers 
and employees who choose 
to wear a face covering.

* Persons who are immu-
nocompromised should con-
sider wearing face coverings 
when in settings where others 
may not be fully vaccinated.

* All unvaccinated per-
sons should wear face cover-
ings in crowded settings,both 
indoors and outdoors, espe-
cially when youth are pres-
ent. See CDC guidance for 
further information.

* There are limited cir-
cumstances and settings 
where all individuals, includ-
ing those who are fully vacci-
nated, must continue to wear 

a mask in accordance with 
CDC guidance: (1) on public 
transportation, (2) in congre-
gate facilities, (3) in health 
care settings, and where re-
quired by federal, state, lo-
cal, tribal, or territorial laws 
,rules, and regulations, in-
cluding local business and 
workplace guidance.                                        

* Individuals in schools, 
day care settings, and edu-
cational institutions should 
continue to follow separate 
guidance issued by the Illi-
nois State Board of Educa-
tion, Illinois Department of 
Children and Family Servic-
es, and Illinois Department 
of Public Health.

* All businesses and ven-
ues should support social 
distancing to the extent pos-
sible, especially in indoor 

settings. Businesses and ven-
ues should apply best practic-
es in managing distancing at 
such places as concessions/
counters, public restrooms, 
and lines/queuing.

* This guidance will be 
updated as the CDC releases 
new recommendations and 
is meant to supplement fed-
eral or local guidance, safety 
laws, rules, regulations on 
business safety policies that 
may expressly require a face 
covering and/or social dis-
tancing.

* Continue to consult the 
CDC and IDPH websites for 
updated resources, guide-
lines, and rules related to 
COVID-19 safety.

IDPH updates Phase 5 guidance for businesses and other venues

Lake Land College will 
begin offering a new special 
admission Fire Science pro-
gram in Fall 2021 designed 
exclusively for current fire-
fighters and volunteers seek-
ing career advancement. 
Those interested in applying 
must first receive a recom-
mendation from their fire 
chief.

The program is approved 
by the state fire marshal and 
will assist these profession-
als in earning Fire Officer 1 
and 2 certifications, allow-
ing them to increase their 
knowledge and skills as well 
as advance their careers. One 
key advantage of Lake Land 
College’s new program is the 
flexible format.

“They do have programs 
like this across the state, but 
most of them are Monday 
through Friday,” Fire Sci-
ence Management Adjunct 

Faculty Member Rob Plum-
mer said. “For volunteers 
and folks who work during 
the week it can be hard to do 
that. They often have to take 
vacation time or make other 
schedule changes.”

Plummer, Laker Nation 
Class of 2000, completed an 
Officer 2 Certification three 
years ago, taking tradition-
al Monday through Friday 
classes. During his time in 
the class, Plummer said he 
listened to his classmates’ 
concerns about the difficulty 
surrounding the availabil-
ity of the classes, and that is 
what inspired him to get in-
volved with the program.

The in-person classes in 
the program will take place 
only on the weekend, in-
cluding Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays with a sched-
ule spanning several months 
to better accommodate the 

participants’ time frames. 
The schedule will also have 
a blended format, with el-
ements of both in-person 
learning and online work.

“This is an effort to get 
training to volunteer fire 
departments and such for 
the officers’ side of things,” 
Plummer said. “During the 
hands-on portion, the pro-
gram will have members of 
several different local depart-
ments working side by side, 
and I think it will be really 
beneficial to the community 
having so many local depart-
ments working together.”

Plummer said the course 
will cover the Illinois state 
objectives, as well as “ex-
perience and real-world sce-
narios” targeted toward local 
settings. Students will even 
be given the opportunity to 
train on the equipment in 
their respective stations, al-

lowing them to gain knowl-
edge and skills specific to 
their situations.

“This program is a great 
opportunity to further your 
education,” Plummer said. 
“As officers one of our goals 
should always be to stay up to 
par with new techniques and 
ways of doing things. This is 
another tool in that tool box. 
It may seem hard to give up 
those weekends, but this pro-
gram really has a great value 
compared to some of the oth-
ers throughout the state.”

For more information 
on the Fire Science pro-
gram, visit lakelandcollege.
edu/high-demand-programs/
paramedical-services/ or 
contact Jasmine Ballard at 
jballard9365@lakelandcol-
lege.edu or 217-234-5370.

By Jerry Nowicki
Capitol News Illinois

The Illinois house on 
Wednesday passed a Fire-
arm Owner Identification 
card law change that would 
strengthen law enforcement’s 
ability to retrieve guns from 
those with suspended or re-
voked FOID cards and allow 
for voluntary fingerprinting 
to expedite renewals.

 Renewals
FOID card applicants 

would not be required to 
submit fingerprints, but if 
they do, or they share with 
the Illinois State Police the 
fingerprints they filed to re-
ceive their Concealed Carry 
License, they would be eligi-
ble for the automatic renewal 
process, which is to be estab-
lished by ISP by 2023.

That process would al-
low applicants who submit 
fingerprints to be automati-
cally renewed without a re-
newal fee, provided they 
purchased a gun sometime 
within the 10-year period be-
tween renewals and passed 
the ISP background check in 
the process.

Otherwise, the applica-
tion fee for renewal would 
remain at $10 every 10 years, 

but the bill would direct $5 of 
each renewal to State Police 
Firearm Services Fund and 
$5 to the State Police Revo-
cation Enforcement Fund.

Under current law, only 
$3 went to the Firearm Ser-
vices Fund, with $6 going to 
the state Wildlife and Fish 
Fund and $1 going to the 
State Police Services Fund.

The law already passed 
the Senate on May 31 by a 
40-17 vote and it passed the 
House Wednesday by a vote 
of 75-40. Its Senate sponsor 
was Dave Koehler, D-Peoria, 
and its House sponsor was 
Jay Hoffman, D-Swansea. 
While a lawmaker put a 
procedural hold on the bill, 
Hoffman said Wednesday 
night he expects it to soon 
head to Gov. JB Pritzker for 
a signature.

FOID card renewal de-
lays have been an ongoing 
problem in Illinois, with gun 
rights groups filing lawsuits 
regarding the delays and law-
makers frequently citing the 
issue as the main reason they 
are contacted by constituents.

The State Police support-
ed the FOID bill, House Bill 
562, and has long advocated 

for the redirection of funds 
from the renewal fees to fund 
a more targeted approach to 
renewals and enforcing revo-
cations.

 Revocation enforce-
ment

The bill also strengthens 
enforcement mechanisms 
for removing guns from the 
hands of those who have had 
FOID cards revoked.

That includes creating a 
“prohibited persons portal” 
to track people who have had 
their cards revoked or sus-
pended. Law enforcement 
agencies would have access 
to that portal, and the bill re-
quires ISP to have it online 
within 90 days of the bill’s 
effective date, which is Janu-
ary 2022.

The bill also requires 
ISP to establish the Violent 
Crime Intelligence Task 
Force to aid in enforcement 
of FOID card revocation or 
suspension enforcement. The 
task force would “conduct 
enforcement operations” for 
those with suspended or re-
voked licenses, with a priori-
ty on individuals “presenting 
a clear and present danger to 
themselves or to others,” ac-

cording to the bill.
The task force would be 

a law enforcement entity, not 
a legislative task force, and 
the ISP director would have 
the authority to execute in-
tergovernmental agreements 
with other law enforcement 
agencies to create it. Any 
agency that is part of the task 
force could apply for grants 
through the State Police Re-
vocation Enforcement Fund, 
which receives half of the 
FOID fee money.

Another portion of the 
bill would require ISP, by 
July 2022, to create a pub-
licly searchable database that 
contains the serial numbers 
of weapons that have been 
reported stolen. Anyone pur-
chasing a gun from a private 
sale could search the database 
to ensure it was not stolen.

The measure also re-
quires the State Police to 
monitor state and federal da-
tabases for residents charged 
with firearm-related crimes 
and to correlate the measure 
with FOID and Concealed 
Carry Licenses to identify 
individuals that should not be 
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