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Obituaries
Richard A. Brewer

Richard A. “Rooster” 
Brewer, 62, of Tolono, IL, 
passed away at 11:20 a.m., 
Monday, July 5, 2021 at the 
Carle Foundation Hospital, 
Urbana, IL 

Richard was born on 
September 10, 1958 in Tusc-
ola, the son of Arnold D. and 
Mary V. Johnson Brewer. He 
married Frances E. Sharp on 
May 30, 1980 in Atwood. 
She survives. 

Also surviving are his 
sons: Jason A. Brewer of Atwood and Justin L. (Amanda) 
Brewer of Tolono, grandchildren: Brianna and Logan Art-
wick, Jonah Brewer, Maddox and Jetson Brewer, brothers: 
Frank (Chris) Brewer of Oakland, Gordon (Glenda) Brewer 
of NC and Ronnie (Linda) Brewer of Kemp, sister: Vickie 
(Sam) Anderson of Garrett, many nieces, nephews and cous-
ins and “adopted kids”. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, brother: Roger 
D. Brewer and infant sister: Rebekkah Kay Brewer.  

Richard graduated from Newman High School and was a 
US Army veteran. He retired from the University of Illinois 
where he worked as a building services foreman. He most re-
cently worked for the Unit 7 school district.  

Richard was a member of the United Church of Atwood. 
He was a “Jack of All Trades.” He never met a stranger, was 
always helping others and enjoyed talking to anyone who 
would visit with him. Richard enjoyed life to the fullest, gar-
dening and fishing. He fought a very hard fight against his 
illness.  

Memorials are suggested to the Illinois Kidney Founda-
tion, Cancer Research or American Diabetes Association. 

Celebration of Life Services will be held at a later date. 
Hilligoss Shrader Funeral Home, Atwood, IL is assisting the 
family. 

Rooster never did learn how to fly on Earth but he’s flying 
now. He was the best kind of weird, hilarious and awkward 
dude with the most kind soul. Rooster wouldn’t want anyone 
to have a drink for him, he’d want y’all to take a bite outta an 
onion!  

Thanks everyone for all the kind words and well wishes. 
We are truly happy Rooster is pain-free and resting in peace 
after his long battle with his health. We will keep his memory 
alive. 

Online condolences may be shared via hilligossshraderfh.
com

Nola C. Waugh
Nola Carol Waugh, 73, 

of Tuscola died the morning 
of July 10, 2021 at her home.  

Nola was born Octo-
ber 2, 1947 in Paris, IL. to 
Helen and Francis Duensing. 
She married Ron Waugh on 
March 1, 2003. He survives 
along with their two beloved 
dogs Cocoa and Champ. 

Also surviving are her 
daughter Rae Wyatt (Collen) 
Queen of San Antonio, TX, 
sons: Chad Sanderson of 
Castle Rock, CO and Adam (Janiece) Sanderson of Atlanta, 
GA, sister Rita (Robert) Thompson of Fairmount, IL and step-
daughter Kim (Richard) Hollenbeck of Mattoon, IL. 

Nola was preceded in death by her parents, sister Linda 
Mattlin, niece Christina Mattlin and nephew Caleb O’Neill. 

Nola was a 1965 graduate of Tuscola High School and 
later earned a degree from Ivy Tech in Evansville, IN. Nola 
applied her diverse talents across a variety of industries 
throughout her life including work as a professional hairdress-
er, upholsterer, real estate agent, office manager, bookkeeper 
and computer programmer. Nola was an avid craftsperson and 
took pride in the unique quilts she handmade for family and 
friends.  She lived a faithful life and was a member of United 
Church of Christ. 

Celebration of Life Services were held at 11:00 a.m., 
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 at the Hilligoss Shrader Funeral 
Home, 705 South Main Street, Tuscola, IL with Rev. Ralph 
Deal officiating. 

Visitation was held one hour prior to the services at the 
funeral home. 

Online condolences may be shared via www.hilli-
gossshraderfh.com

Philip R. Bissey
Philip “Randy” Ran-

dolph Bissey, September 9, 
1957 - June 29, 2021, Hous-
ton, TX

It is with great sadness 
that we announce the death 
of Philip “Randy” Bissey of 
Houston, Texas. He passed 
away peacefully in his sleep 
on June 29, 2021 at the age 
of 63 after a two-year battle 
with brain cancer.

Randy was born in Tusc-
ola, Illinois on September 9, 1957, to Ira Dale and Mary Lou-
ise (Hazel) Bissey. He attended Tuscola High School (Class of 
1975) and graduated from the Missouri University of Science 
and Technology in 1979 with a Bachelor of Science in Engi-
neering Management.

Randy began his career with Caterpillar from 1979-1981, 
before transferring to Cooper Energy Services in Houston. He 
worked with Cooper in both Tulsa, OK and Houston, TX. In 
Houston he acted as Alliance Manager for all of Cooper Cam-
eron’s products for their largest customer, Enron, and later as 
Product Line Manager for high-speed reciprocating compres-
sors. He proudly joined Ariel Corporation in 2004 as their 
Gulf Coast Regional Manager, a position he held until his re-
tirement in 2020. Randy served his industry and was an active 
participant with the Gas Compressor Association where he 
served on numerous committees and was appointed Chairman 
in 2012. His leadership was responsible for growing the as-
sociation exponentially during his tenure. The outpouring of 
support and continuing contact that he received from friends 
and co-workers in the industry after his cancer diagnosis was 
a testament to the deep connections he formed.

Randy was devoted to his family, friends and faith. With 
his daughters he could always be counted on to give advice 
or encouragement, coach a sport, or share a “dad joke.” He 
adored his three grandchildren and his face always bright-
ened when he saw them. A modest, hardworking, easy-going, 
ethical, affable man, Randy was described by his sister as the 
“Tom Hanks” of the family. He was liked wherever he went.

Randy was a member of the same Accountability Group 
for over 26 years and cherished the Christian fellowship and 
friendships he found in the group. The men have said that 
Randy’s deep abiding faith and kindness to others was a won-
derful blessing to them and a great example of the love of 
Christ. In Houston, he served as a Deacon at Windwood Pres-
byterian Church and most recently was a member at Grand 
Oaks Church. One of his most memorable moments in his 
faith was being baptized in the Jordan River during a trip to 
Israel in 2018.

He is survived by his daughters Jennifer (Greg) Yelde-
zian, Michelle (Dustin) Merkel, and Kendyl Bissey, as well 
as grandchildren Ben, Ryan, and Emerson, and sisters Patricia 
Bissey-Greaves and Donna (Jay) Ralph. Randy was preceded 
in death by his parents Dale and Mary Bissey and brother 
Bradford Bissey.

We will remember and celebrate Randy’s life in a memo-
rial service at 10 a.m. on Saturday, July 31, 2021 at Grand 
Oaks Church, 3945 Woodson’s Reserve Pkwy, Spring, TX 
77386.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation in Randy’s 
memory to the American Brain Tumor Association or to one 
of his beloved churches mentioned above. Philip “Randy” 
Randolph Bissey, September 9, 1957 - June 29, 2021, Hous-
ton, TX

Gerald E. Daniels
Gerald Eugene “Gene” 

Daniels, 94, of Tuscola, IL, 
passed away at 3:00 a.m. on 
Sunday, July 4, 2021, at his 
residence. 

No formal services will 
be held. The Edwards Fu-
neral Home is assisting with 
arrangements. 

Gene was born on June 
26, 1927, in Wayne County, 
IL. He was a son of Earl and 
Opal Irene (Shackelford) 
Daniels. He married Anna 
Catharine Warren on December 28, 1949, in Henderson, KY.

He is survived by his wife, three daughters, Judy Daniels 
of Tuscola, IL, Edith Jackson and her husband Jimmy of Tus-
cola, IL and Marcia Hopkins and her husband John of Villa 
Grove, IL, six grandchildren, ten great-grandchildren and two 
great-great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his parents, two brothers, 
Glen Daniels, and Clifton Daniels, and one sister, Wilma 
Hunt.

Gene was an Army Veteran of the Panama Canal Zone.
He had worked at USI for 36 years, retiring in 1991. He 

enjoyed playing solitaire on his computer.

Jean K. Jones
Jean Kennedy Jones died 

July 10, 2020. Jean was born 
March 28, 1931 in Tuscola, 
IL, the daughter of Grace 
(Thomason) and Martin B 
Kennedy. She was a member 
of Forty Martyrs Catholic 
Church in Tuscola where she 
was also married to William 
C. Jones on September 12, 
1953.

Jean graduated from 
Tuscola High School. She 
attended Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods College in Terre Haute, IN before obtaining her de-
gree in the School of Music at the University of Illinois. She 
was a member of Sigma Alpha Iota Music honorary and was 
named the outstanding voice major in 1952. Jean was a mem-
ber of Chi Omega Sorority where she was the song director 
of the University of Illinois Sorority champion choral group. 
Jean performed at over fifty weddings, for the service men 
at Chanute Air Force base during WWII, and for the service 
men at Fort Knox, KY. She sang with the Chicago Symphony 
at the Chicago Civic Opera House and she performed at the 
St. Louis Muny.

Jean was an accomplished horsewoman and was the 3 
gated national champion in 1949. She won at the Internation-
al Livestock Exposition in Chicago along with championship 
classes at the Indiana, Kentucky, and Illinois State Fairs. Her 
interest in horses continued into adulthood where she and Bill 
owned two quarter horses which won classes at the World 
Championship Show in Oklahoma City.

She was an avid Illini fan, loved musicals, attended as 
many of her grandchildren’s events as possible, and was the 
hostess to over twenty large parties at her home.

Jean is survived by her husband; four children, Cindy 
(Jim) Eder of Effingham, IL, Christy Gartrell of Houston, TX, 
Cliff of Champaign, IL and Chip of Grayslake, IL; six grand-
children Will (Molly) Eder of Colorado Springs, CO, Keelin 
(Kevin) Schneider of Chicago, Michael Gartrell of Houston, 
Daniel Gartrell of Houston, Kassie Jones of Austin, TX, and 
Kyler Jones of Champaign, IL; and five great grandchildren. 
She is also survived by her sister, Pat Hutson of Monticello. 
She was preceded in death by her parents and one son, Craig.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorials in 
Jean’s name be made to The School of Music, The University 
of Illinois Foundation, 1305 West Green Street, Urbana, IL 
61801 (https://music.illinois.edu/giving).

Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 11:00 a.m., Fri-
day, July 23, 2021 at the Forty Martyrs Catholic Church, 201 
East Van Allen Street, Tuscola, IL with Father Angel Sierra 
officiating.

Private family interment will be held.
Condolences may also be sent to via hilligossshraderfh.

com

Melvin L. Miller
Melvin L. Miller, 58, of 

Arthur, IL passed away at 
10:44 p.m. on July 11, 2021, 
at Sarah Bush Lincoln Health 
Care Center in Mattoon, IL.

Funeral services were 
held at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, 
July 16, 2021, at Penn Sta-
tion in Arthur, IL. Rev. John 
Stewart officiated. Burial 
was in the Arthur Cemetery. 
Visitation was held from 
4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, July 15, 2021, at 
Penn Station in Arthur, IL. The Edwards Funeral Home is as-
sisting with arrangements. 

Melvin was born on March 23, 1963, in Washington 
County, IA. He was a son of Henry W. and Ada (Miller) Mill-
er. He married Teresa Linn Richardson on March 7, 1992, in 
Arthur, IL. 

He is survived by his wife, Teresa of Arthur, IL, four chil-
dren, Lisa Miller and her boyfriend Justin Helm of Mt. Zion, 
IL, Chastity Cazel and her husband James of New Orleans, 
LA, Heather Miller and Kodi Miller, both of Arthur, IL, six 
grandchildren, Aiden, Addison and Alexis Cazel, Bentley and 
Devyn Peeler and Easton Helm, eight siblings, Bertha Miller 
of Loudon, TN, Barbara Herschberger and her husband Menno 
of Arthur, IL, Linda Miller of Arthur, IL, Darla Nicholson of 
Indianapolis, IN, Glen Miller and his wife Linda of Hollman, 
WI, June Hawk of Sevierville, TN, Edna Eheart of Arthur, 
IL and Kenny Miller of St. Joseph, IL, mother-in-law, Tonia 
Richardson of Shelbyville, IL and his beloved dog, Dixie.

He was preceded in death by his parents, father-in-law, 
Russell E. Richardson, one grandson, Corbin Levi Miller, and 
three brothers-in-law, Clyde Nicholson, Warren Eheart and 
Russell G. Richardson.

Melvin worked at Masterbrand in Arthur, IL for 32 years 
and most recently taxied Amish for the past year. 

He enjoyed watching “The Big Bang Theory”, riding his 
Harley Davidson, a 2007 Sportster. Most of all he enjoyed 
spending time with his family, especially his grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to Melvin’s family.


