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lllinois Farm Bureau District 12 Director's September Ag update

By Larry W. Dallas
Harvest is underway in
Douglas County. Some of
the grain elevators offered
half-price drying on corn and
that got the combines going.
Most of the moistures I have
heard are in the low to mid
20 percent range. We have
picked two small fields that
both averaged around 19 per-

cent.

The weather we use
says that at my house, I am
7 inches of rain over the av-
erage for this year. The yield
on another field we have har-
vested was disappointing at
best. The yield map gener-
ated by the combine shows a
stark difference between the
high ground and low areas of

the field. This field has drain-
age tile installed in it. Maybe
there was too much water on
this field for the tile to cope
with. Maybe this corn hybrid
does not like wet feet. I want
to get into other fields with
this corn variety to see what
the result is.

Even though many of the
soybeans in the area were
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LIVE BLOOD CELL ANALYSIS

What is Live Blood Cell Analysis?

Live Blood Cell Analysis (LBCA) involves magnifying a single drop of blood, taken from
a fingertip prick, to a magnification of 1,500 times and takes approximately 45 minutes
and is recorded on a DVD. The live blood is then viewed under a microscope with a
darkfield condenser which illuminates various components in the bloodstream, such as the
state of red and white blood cells, undesirable bacteria and fungal forms.
Although Live Blood Cell Microscopy was invented over 80 years ago,
only recently, due to the expansion of technology, has the client been able to become
involved by observing the immediate test results on a monitor with their analyst.

Why do I need to keep my blood healthy?

Your bloodstream is like a river. It is responsible for transporting oxygen, nutrients, and
other live-giving agents to and from the cells throughout your body to maintain
optimal health; it is often referred to as the “River of Life”. The blood is also a medium
for detoxification; it delivers cellular waste to the liver and kidneys for elimination from
the body. Unhealthy blood can resemble a swamp; this can cause your cells to become
malnourished, injured, and/or they can turn into harmful free radicals.

A swampy terrain can be a certain indication of latent or undiagnosed
problems and could lead to a degenerative disease.

[n addition harmful bacteria and microorganisms can feed off these toxins,

increasing your risk of disease.

It is crucial to maintain a healthy terrain to help ensure optimal health.

Who benefits from Live Blood Cell Analysis?

Anyone who is willing to make the effort to make some change in their life for the better,
whether you are ill already, would like to prevent disease or
you are simply wanting to feel your best.

In addition to the live blood...

Live Blood Dates

I will be adding a ph balance test and oxygen level test

October 28-30 (Thursday-Saturday)
By Lashell Meidinger, trained by Ron Schneider

Location
Glenn & Erma Jess
225ECR 100N
Arthur, IL 61911

If you would like to have an appointment, please call us at 217-518-3722.
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planted relatively early, very
few are mature. Most are
dropping leaves. Often, we
have cut soybeans by the
middle of September. We
think that the cold weather
early in the growing season
may have set the soybeans
back. We hope that by stay-
ing alive later, the yields will
be better.

Harvesting wet corn has
its costs. The grain elevators
charge us to dry the corn to
a safe moisture level. If we
dry it on the farm, we have to
buy propane and electricity.
Leaving the corn to dry in

~ the field has its risks. As the

corn plants age, they have
less strength to tolerate wind.

_ If the corn plant falls over, or

lodges, it may be hard to get
the ear into the corn head.

In most years, it is not
hard to get soybeans dry

~ enough to harvest. The el-

evator wants them at 13 per-

| cent moisture. That moisture

level can swing widely dur-
ing the day. Any dew will

| have to dry off before we can

begin to cut beans. On a hot
sunny day, that moisture may

~ be down to ten or eleven per-

cent by evening. That water

~ weight is lost income for the

farmer. When we put soy-
beans in a bin, we can start

~ at a little higher moisture

and use aeration to even the
moisture out in the bin.

I talk about weed control
a lot, but it is an important

| factor in crop production.

Good weed control is essen-

- tial for good yields. Young

corn and soybean plants
don’t like competition. We
want the sunlight, water,
and nutrients all to go to the
crop we are growing. That
is the reason we spend time
and money to keep fields as
weed-free as possible.
Another benefit of a
clean field is an easier har-
vest. Every farmer can recall
grinding through a weedy
field with the combine. It is
time-consuming and frustrat-
ing. It is also hard on equip-

ment. Grass tended to be a
bigger problem in corn in the
past. We had effective broad-
leaf weed killers early on,
but grass control was long
coming. Soybean fields were
the opposite with broadleaf
weeds harder to get a handle
on.

There are  problem
weeds today. Nothing seems
to kill morning glories very
well. As the corn plants die
it is easy to see morning glo-
ries in the outside rows of
cornfields. A pigweed vari-
ant known as tall water hemp
is adept at developing resis-
tance to many of the herbi-
cides. The cool temperatures
early this year made it hard
to kill everything it seemed
to us. It is an ongoing battle.

I also talk a lot about
safety on the roads during
planting and harvest. Al-
ready this fall there has been
a fatal accident near Morton,
IL when a car hit a com-
bine head-on, rolled into the
ditch, and caught fire. When
I was looking for informa-
tion on this wreck, I found a
picture of a crash witha SUV
running under a large sprayer
last spring. It must have been
a fatality as well.

We don’t want to be on
the road but must get from
field to field. Our equipment
is slow, large, and hard to
maneuver. If a driver gets
too close behind a combine,
the combine operator can’t
always even see the vehicle.
Mirrors and lighting on new
equipment are better than in
the past, but it seems to me
that most drivers ignore turn
signals on tractors and com-
bines.

Above all remember
farm machinery is slow. 20
miles per hour is the top
speed for most of it. When
you are taking that shortcut
around town and zipping
along on a country road,
you will close on a tractor or
combine very quickly. The
farmer probably can’t dodge
you. Please be careful this

fall.

Hurricane Ida that struck
New Orleans has disrupted
agriculture in several ways.
The grain elevators that un-
load river barges and load
ocean-going vessels haven’t
had electricity to perform
those tasks. Some river el-
evators in the Midwest quit
buying grain for a time be-
cause they had nowhere to
go with it. Barge traffic on
the Ohio and Mississippi riv-
ers was held up. Harvest has
been underway for weeks in
the south and that grain is
moving to market ahead of
ours.

Also without electricity
was a large fertilizer produc-
tion complex. They have told
their customers that they will
be unable to fill fall contracts
until later. Farmers in the
Midwest will begin fertil-
izing for the 2022 crop this
fall. We need for that plant to
restart and for the Mississip-
pi to open back up for barge
traffic so that fertilizer can
move north. We already hear
that fertilizer will be substan-
tially more expensive. We
don’t want to add a supply
problem to the higher costs.

We can wait until spring
to apply fertilizer. There are
multiple strategies for giv-
ing the crop the nutrients it
needs. Fall application locks
the price in and makes less
work for spring. Fertilizer
application in the growing
season puts the fertilizer on
the ground closer to when
the plant will use it. There is
also a degree of flexibility in
waiting until spring. A field
with fall-applied nitrogen
will go to corn because of the
fertilizer already on the field.
Waiting until spring to fertil-
ize could let the farmer plant
corn or soybeans depending
on prices.

Thank you for reading
about Douglas County ag-
riculture this month. Please
help us make harvest safe by
watching out for our machin-
ery on the roads this fall.

Join us at the Doudna
Fine Arts Center October
7-10, 2021 for the return

of live in person theatre
performances!! Eastern II-
linois University’s Theatre
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Department kicks off its
2021 — 2022 season with A
Bright New Boise!

Samuel D. Hunter’s A
Bright New Boise is a ear-
nest comedy about the mea-
ger profits of modern faith,
and is the 2011 Obie Award
Winner for Playwriting.
This show takes place in
the bleak, corporate break
room of a craft store in
Idaho, someone is summon-
ing The Rapture. Will, who
has fled his rural hometown
after a scandal at his Evan-
gelical church, comes to the
Hobby Lobby, not only for
employment, but also to re-
kindle a relationship with
Alex, his brooding teen-
age son, whom he gave up
for adoption several years
earlier. Alex works there
along with Leroy, his ad-
opted brother and protector,
and Anna, a hapless young
woman who reads bland fic-
tion but hopes for dramatic
endings. As their manager,
foul-mouthed Pauline, tries
ceaselessly to find order
(and profit) in the chaos of
small business. These lost
souls of the Hobby Lobby
confront an unyielding
world through the beige-
tinted impossibility of mod-
ern faith.

Shows are Thursday
October 7 through Saturday
October 9 at 7:30 p.m. and
Sunday October 10 at 2:00
p.m. in the Doudna Fine
Arts Center Black Box The-
atre. Tickets are $15.00 for
the general public/ $13 for
EIU employees and seniors/
and $5.00 for Students.

For tickets call the
Doudna Fine Arts Center
Box Office at 217-581-
3110! The Box Office is
open Tuesday - Thursday
11:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Fri-
day 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
and one hour prior to every
ticketed event. You can also
visit  www.doudnatix.com
and purchase/print your
tickets at home and skip the
line all together!



