
Page 8                              Subscribe online now!  www.ibjonline.com                                      Illinois Business Journal                                                  March 2021

Liberty Bank staff helps

Waters

meet community needs
By DENNIS GRUBAUGH

Matt Waters, market president for 
Liberty Bank, says community is at the 
core of his operation. And the last year is a 

prime example of 
what the Alton-
based bank is 
capable of doing, 
even during a 
pandemic.

“Obviously, 
it’s been an 
interesting year 
for everyone. 
One of the things 
I like about 

Liberty and UCB, we haven’t stopped 
helping people over the last year,” he says.

Waters has been at Liberty Bank for 
the past 16 months. The bank is a division 
of Chatham, Ill.-based United Community 
Bank, which purchased Liberty in 2018.

Although Liberty is widely recognized 
for its namesake sponsorship of the city 
of Alton amphitheater, it broadly supports 
a host of events during a normal year.

Much of the community giv-
ing went toward causes sponsored 
by nonprofits, many of them routine 
events that had to be canceled.

“As a result, we’ve tried to look 
for additional opportunities to help 
local businesses and organizations 
through our giving,” he said. He cited 
purchase of carryout meals from strug-
gling restaurants as an example.

“Especially the ones that have been 
affected the most with COVID,” he 
said. “I’m really proud of our employ-

ees for stepping up over the last year.”
Liberty had to adjust to COVID safety 

concerns. Its facilities became drive-
through for a short period last spring, 
but by mid-summer lobbies reopened.

“We had to pivot pretty quickly as a 
bank to make sure we could still provide 
customers the things they needed to get 
their business done,” he said. “Nobody 
had a playbook for how to handle the 
pandemic, and nobody thought a year ago 
that it would go on for as long as it has.”

Much focus was placed on getting 
businesses through the interruption period.

“We did a great job with the 
PPP loans, being reactive and ac-
cessible to customers,” he said.

Simply answering questions was 
a big key. “When the program first 
came out last spring, we found that a 
lot of our customers just wanted to be 
able to talk to someone,” he said.

Liberty is now busy with the 
second round of PPP loans.

Liberty has four branches, one each in 
Alton and Bethalto and two in Godfrey.

Waters’ bank career started at 
Union Planters Bank, which became 
Regions Bank. After 10 years, he went 
to the Bank of Edwardsville. After 
that bank was purchased by Busey 
Bank, he found a home at Liberty.

Waters was born and raised 
in Alton, and today, he and his 
wife Lindsay live in Bethalto.

“I’m very proud to be from the 
River Bend and raise a family here. 
This is home,” he said. “One thing 
about the River Bend community, 
they want to help each other.”
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At Liberty Bank, we understand all of the hard 
work and personal sacrifices that contribute to 
your success. Just as your business is unique, so 
is our approach to your banking and financing 
needs.  Our professionals work with you to 
meet your individual relationship needs and 
business goals.  

We take care of you, so you can
 take care of your business!

Taking Care of Business


