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It’s showtime in the City of Alton: Movie theater, more add to 2021
As the nation emerges from the uncertainty and doldrums brought forth by
COVID-19, the City of Alton is poised
to continue the growth that preceded the
global pandemic. The city has undertaken a number of initiatives to fulfill its
economic development aims to attract
and retain jobs, expand the tax base, and
improve the quality of life for residents.
Central to Alton’s economic development goals is the ongoing revitalization of Alton Square Mall. Long-range
efforts are aimed at increasing tenant
occupancy and stabilizing the mall
proper and surrounding out lots. In fur-

therance of these goals, the city recently
enacted the Alton Square Business District
which imposes a 1 percent sales tax at the
property. Additionally, the Alton Square
Tax Increment Financing district was
established in 2018. Recent site activity
includes the demolition of the former OSF
medical mall building to facilitate out
lot development. In 2019, Hull Property
Group entered into a joint venture with
Neighborhood Cinema Group for the
development of an eight-screen movie
theater at the mall. The theater held its
opening on Tuesday, March 30. The
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Alton market had previously been devoid of a movie
theater since the late 1990s.
The adjacent Homer
Adams Parkway corridor
continues its near capacity growth with recent new
construction and renovation
activity. Recent development
activity includes the adaptive reuse of former big box
retail locations for automotive
services and climate-controlled storage
facilities. Recent additions also include
Planet Fitness and Hibbett Sports. Additional development projects are in the
plan review and pre-development stages
including a planned hotel and fast casual restaurant near the Alton Regional
Multi-modal Transportation Center.
Despite the coronavirus pandemic
eliminating the possibility for staged
events at the Alton Amphitheater during
the 2020 calendar year, the City of Alton
has proceeded with capital improvements
within Riverfront Park. The City recently
awarded construction Phase 8 of the

Alton Movie Theater
Riverfront Master Plan. The project includes the reconfiguration of the existing
parking lot adjacent to Argosy Casino.
Project elements include roadway and
bike trail enhancements, landscape
improvements, EV charging stations,
lighting upgrades, and site furnishings.
Additionally, a splash pad and new
concession building with restrooms is
also under construction within Riverfront
Park. Both projects have anticipated
completion dates during the late summer.
Alton says it is primed for a blockbuster year, and the popcorn is ready.
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